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PREFACE. 

In presenting the public with this History, 
(he author begs leave to remark, that no pains or 
diligence, nor reasonable expense, has been spa- 
red in obtaining correct information ; and although 
he had been personally acquainted with Jemima 
for many years previous to her death, and knew 
much of h€r history, yet he has not here stated 
any facts or circumstances in relation to her char* 
acter or conduct, without the authority of persons 
of respectability for their veracity from whom Ine 
received thera^, together with a solemn assurance 
that they had been eye and ear witnesses of all they 
related coocerning her^ 

And although true it is, that from the great 
length of time which has elapsed since Jemima 
commenced her career ais a Preacheress, and from 
the imperfection of man's memory^ some inaccu- 
racies may have intervened as to the order of time 
in which the events of her life happened, yet as to 
the existence of those events, and their attendant 
circumstances, all those who pretend to relate them 
agree with remarkable precision and exactness^ 

The history of Jemima Wilkinson thus rests up- 
on the testimony of a variety of witnesses, one of 
whom was acquainted with her, aYid knew her well, 
from her birth to her death; and the residue of 
whom were intimately acquainted with her, were 
almost constantly with her, and had an opportuni- 
ty of learning whatever took place in her society^ 
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AccottTits. are already recorded* of twenty (pur 
of these impostors who hove fliuirislied in various 
rountrleSy and at different periods since the Chris* 
tian era, who have either denied in direct tern)8 
tl^e divinrly of our Saviour, or attempted to pror 
pagate new creeds and strange doctrine aUogetli- 
er inconsisteu^t with the Christian Religion^ 

To this melancholy account of enthusiasm, delu- 
sion and imposture^ we aj*e nfiw about to add ar 
Dottier instance in the History, of Jemima Wilkin- 
son. Whether tlte character of this woman, and 
her doctrines and eareer, resembled those of farmer 
pretenders, is not a matter of anj' consequence. 
It is our business to give a fiiithful history of her 
life and character, according to the best informa- 
tion that could he obtained ;. from which the. rear 
der may draw his own conclusion, and from which> 
it is presumed, he will find but little difficulty in 
determining whether or not this extraordinary per- 
sonage belonged to that class to which our blessed 
Lord and Saviour alluded in his conversation with, 
his disciples on the Mount of Olives.f 



* Buck's Tlvenlogic^l Dietijonarj) p» 308-9. 
tMarU xiU. 6. and £2. 



HISTORY, fcc. 

JEMIMA WILKINSON, was born in thfe 
town of Cumberland, in tbe county of Providence, 
and state of Rhode Island, of obscure, but repu*- 
table parents. Her father Jerciniah Wilkiusoi?, 
was a farmer by occupation, and possessed a small 
estate in Cumberland, the cultivation of which oc- 
cupied his attention, and afforded a comfortable 
support for his family. He was a man of strong 
mind, and rather stubborn disposition. Not hav- 
ing enjoyed the benefits of an education, he, as is 
loo^often the case, set a light Value upon mental 
improvement, and made n merit of despising the 
politer accomplishments. He usually attended the 
Friends' meetings, being more attached to their so* 
citty than to any other religious sect, yet was nev- 
er acknowledged by them as a regular memberof 
their community. In early life he married a 
young woman of the name of Amy Whipple, 
by whom he had twelve children, six sons and 
six daughters. Jemima, their eighth child, was 
born in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and fifty one, and to her, exclusively, is this fam- 
ily indebted for the celebrity of its name. Her 
mother was an amiable and intelligent woman, 
an exemplary house wife, and an affectionate moth- 
er ; and to the care and instruction of her children 
was her whole life devoted. She was a member 
of the society of Friends for many years, and highly 
esteemed for her benei'olence and piety, and the 
uniform tenor of her useful life. She died soon af» 
ter the birth of her vounjrest child, leavm^vVwe. ^^^ 
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and the votary of each thinks himself peculiarly fa- 
vored of Heaven, in being led into the only safe 
and sure road to future happiness. 

Among those systems the Christian Religions 
stands pre-eminent for its purity, its authenticity,^ 
and for the beneficial edects (even in this world) 
winch have, in ail ages, attended its promulgation, 
sind a belief in its doctrines. Ahtiough there may, 
and probably alwaya will, exist some diversity of 
sentiment as to the rites and eeremofiies, and the 
temporal government aind discipline of the Christian 
Church, yet in respect to those principles whicli 
constitute the foundation of the system itself, there 
is but little difference. The existence of the Trin- 
ity, the fall of man, the atonement by Christ, and 
the necessity of repentance, faith and obedience^^ 
are truths which for ages past have been almost 
universally acknowledged throughout Christen- 
dom, which form the basis of the Christian's hope, 
and from which he derives those maxims of moral 
and religious duty, upon the observance of which,, 
and the mercy of God, he relies for future happi- 
ness. 

The division of the Christian com munity into- 
numerous and various denominations, is a circum- 
stance much used by those who deny the divine 
origin of Christianity, as an argument against the 
authenticity of the Scriptures; but a careful inves- 
tigation of the subject will convince every impar- 
tial mind that this argument proves nothing against 
the Christian religion ; though it clearly demon- 
strates (what is always admitted) the imperfection 
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12 tilSTORY OT 

^sind education of her children to their father, who^e 
ideas on this subject extended but little, if any, 
beyond instructing them in those branches of la-^ 
bour and domestic economy, to which he had him* 
self been accustomed, and by which his family had 

'been supported. The loss of his wife was to hira 
a very severe affliction, from the effects of which 
he never fully recovered. He remained single, and 
towards the close of his life became melancholy 
— spent the greater part of his time in solitude, 
and died at the advanced age of about seventy 
years. 

Jemima was about eight years old when her 
mother died, and from that time, until she arrived 
at the age of sixteen, she exhibited no peculiar 
traits of character or temper which would 
distinguish her from other girls of her age and 
rank in life, excepting her unconquerable aversion 
to every thing like kibpr. She seldom differed 
with those about her, unless when requested to 
J perform her part of the drudgery of the family— 
and on these occasions she evinced an unusual 
share of cunning in shifting upon her elder sisters 
the tasks assigned her» To effect this, she resorted, 
from time to time, to every expedient of which 
«he was mistress : flattery, persuasion and preten* 
ces of ill health, were in turn brought to her aid, 
and when these failed, they were succeeded by so 
much stubbornness and negligence, as to increase 
the labor of the family in compelling her to perform 
her duty. Jemima had now become a fine bloom- 
ing girl, was sprightly in her manners, comely in 
her person, and possessed of no ordinary share of 
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beauty 5 and had her excellent mother lived to 
enjoy the sweet satisfaction of moulding her dispo- 
sition, of cultivating her understanding, and of in- 
stilling into her tender mind those principles of o- 
bedience, industry and benevolence, which she her- 
self possessed, and which so eminently distinguish 
the society of Friends, Jemima would doubtless 
have been a useful member of the community, and 
an ornament to the little circle in which she moved. 
But these advantages being lost to her, she grew 
up in idleness and disobedience, and discovered 
early and strong symptoms of that propensity to 
dictation and rule which characterised her after 
career. Finding her extremely troublesome, and 
altogether useless at home, her father at length 
yielded to her repeated solicitations to go abroad 
and learn the trade of a tailoress : and happy had 
it been for many a ruined family had she made 
herself mistress of, and followed that useful occu- 
pation, through life. 

Released from the control of her sisters, and the 
restraint to which she had been subjected, enli- 
vened by the novelty of her n€w situation, and enter- 
tained by the rotine of customers and the technical 
language of the shop, she was at first highly de- 
lighted, and no doubt thought herself extremely 
fortunate in this change of employment : But these 
efi^cts gradually wore off, and ere long the causes 
which had induced her to desire to leave her father's 
house, operated with equal force in prodxicing a 
strong inclination again to return thither. Her 
impatience of restraint, her total aversion to any 

B 



14 HISTORY OF 

regulaf employment, and her ungovernable tem- 
per, began to make their appearance, and at 
length rendered her longer sojourning with iier new 
acquaintance altogether inadmissible. She was ac- 
cordingly dismissed and sent back to her father, 
after an absence of abont ten months. 

From this time for about seven years, nothing 
occurred respecting our heroine, the relation of 
which w^ould be either interesting or instructive. — 
Her contempt of industry, and her fondness for 
dress and company, increased with her years. She 
had many broil^-and contests with her sisters, in 
most of which she succeeded by her obstinacy or 
management. Amusement and pleasure, an exemp- 
tion from the cares and confinement of domestic 
life, and an insatiable ambition for parade, supe- 
riority and dictation, had become her ruling pas- 
sions. Her ripening beauties, her quick and sharp 
wit, and her elegant person^ procured her admirers, 
which increased her pride and vanity, and rendered 
her regardless of every thing which did not minister 
to her gratification. She declared that she would 
not attend church, or go into any public company, 
unless she could appear better attired than any 
other person in the assembly ; — that she had but 
one life to live, and tliat she intended to spend in 
ease and enjoyment. She bad lost all respect for 
her family — set at nought her father's authority, 
and spurned the advice and admonitions of her 
sisters. Fools might do as they pleased, she would 
say, but as for herself, she owed allegiance to no 
mortal, neither would she be controlled by man or 
woman. 
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Jetnima was now about twenty three years of 
age, and extremely gay and listless, spending tier 
time in idleness at h6me, or visiting and amuse* 
ment abroad. The boldness with which she de- 
clared her intentions, and the persevering obstina- 
cy with which she carried them into efTect, surpri- 
sed and confounded her elder sisters ; and her fa- 
ther, being far advanced in life, seldom troubled 
himself about his daughters, whom he now consid- 
ered old enough to govern themselves. She thus 
gained a complete ascendancy in her family, which 
she maintained with jealous care during the residue 
of her life. 

About the year 1774 there sprang up in the 
county of Providence, a sect of religionists styling 
themselves " JSTew-Lights^^* called by some " JVcw;- 
Light Baptists^^^ and by others " Separates^^^ they 
having separated from other denominations. The 
zeal of these fanatics exceeded that of all other pro- 
fessors of religion, and constituted, in their opin- 
ion, no doubt, their chief excellence. They insist- 
ed upon the practicability and necessity of living 
continually in the power and spirit of religion, 
which consisted in constantly exhibiting outward 
evidence of the internal workings of the spirit ; 
which they failed not to do whenever an opportuni- 
ty offered of attracting public notice. They had 
for a considerable time but little success In gaining 
proselytes to their new scheme : but from their 
want, or contempt, of regular church organization 
and government, this society held out strong tempt- 
ations to noisy and ambitious zealots, who might 
wisli to distinguish ihcmselvcs as leaders in their 
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meetings, lo join them. By their creed als(», (if 
creed it conid be called) ail persons who fancied 
themselves to be unceasingly actuated by the spirit 
and power of religion, and to be constantly guided 
by an illumination directly from heaven, were deemr 
ed fit for immediate membership, and were accor- 
dingly admitted without much scrutiny as to their 
morals or conduct. About the close of this year 
there was a considerable addition to the society of 
Separates in the town of Cumberland, and the zeal 
and fervor ma nifested by them, engaged for a while the 
serious attention of some and the curiosity of others. 
Among the latter, was Jemima, whose impatience 
of confinement, and fondness for gaiety, dress and 
public company, drew her to all the meetings m 
her neighbourhood. She soon however became se- 
riously inclined, and steady in her attendance on 
these meetings ; her airy gaiety was exchanged for 
scdateness and reflection, and in her outward de- 
metinor die gave strong evidence of a change in the 
Slate of her mind. But as she did not furnish suf- 
ficient evidence of enthusiastic devotion to satisfy 
the requirements of their system, she was never 
considered a member of the society. She however 
continued to attend their meetings with great punc- 
tuality, was very attentive, and appeared to be much 
attached to these people. But this society, after 
flourishing a short time, went rapidly to decay, and 
was broken up by the falling off of its members, 
almost as suddenly as it was formed. By the im- 
mutable laws of nature It is provided, that every 
elevation of the human mind which is produced by 
the presence of unusually exciting causes, must 
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always be succeeded by a depression, equaliy 
removed from the common standard, whenever 
those exciting causes cease to exist, or the mind be* 
comes insensible to their operation. It is therefore, 
perhaps, no matter of wonder, that these enthusiasm 
tic zealots, after having been suddenly wrought up 
to a pitch of fanaticism bordering on phrenzy, by 
endeavoring to outdo every body else, and even 
each other, in the vehemence of their devotion^ 
should as abruptly fall off, b<£come scattered, and 
finally, with their crude and undefined system, pass 
quietly down the current of time, leaving scarcely 
a trace behind. But although Jemima had not 
been operated upon with that violence which was 
common to the most zealousof this society, yet her 
mind appeared to have received a strong impression 
as to the nature and necessity of religion, during 
her attendance t^pon these meetings, which wrought 
a very considerable change in her habits and con- 
duct. She continued thoughtful and serious, and 
instead of the pursuit of pleasure,, religious sub- 
jects principally engrossed her attention. She bad 
always shown a fondness for books^ and had read 
many of the common place productions witliln her 
reach ; light and airy tales, novels, romances, news- 
papers and poetry, occupied chiefly her attention at 
home, and served as a pretext for refusing to take 
upon herself a due share of the domestic duties of the 
family. But her taste was now entirely changed 
as to the choice of books, while her inclination for 
reading became stronger than ever, and instead of 
amusement, she now read for instruction, and those 

b2 



13 HISTORY OF 

volumes which had formerly been her delight, gave^ 
place to her Bible, with which she had previously 
enjoyed but a slight acquaintance. Her visitmg a- 
broad, of which she had been excessively fond, be- 
came less frequent, and was confined chiefiy to the 
serimis and sedate of her acquaintance. She for-« 
got in some measure her pride of dress, and the Ut- 
ile jealousies with which her rival beauties in the 
neighbourhood had formerly inspired her, were no 
longer held in remembrance. She continued for 
several months t® grow more reserved, and fond of 
^litude, altogether discontinuing lier visits abroad,, 
and confining herself mostly to her room. This in- 
creasing change in her disposition and conduct, 
was noticed by her family and acquaintance, and 
as they all knew her to possess an ardent miitd, 
ihey concluded that she 1^as laboring under those 
Impressions which she had recently received on the 
subject of religion, and that peace and cheerfulness 
would in due time revisit her troubkd breast* She 
was therefore indulged in per retirement until a- 
bout midsummer 1775, when she secluded herself 
altogether from company and social converse, and 
to avoid intrusion, and satisfy inquiries, com- 
plained of ill health, and occasionally kept her bed. 
The family, alarmed at this strange conduct, thought 
proper to call in the family Physician, who visited 
her regularly for several days, and very carefully 
examined her case, but could not ascertain that 
she endured any pain or distress, or that her sys- 
tem was disordered ; but was given to understand 
by lier, that she needed none of his assistance, 
lie therefore gave it as his opinion, that her bodily 



JEMLMA WILKINSON. 19 

health was altogether unimpaired^ and that she was 
laboring under some strong mental delusion, the 
removal of which would wean her from her love of 
solitude, and restore her to her family, friends and 
society ; but to effect this required a skill which 
he did not possess. He continued his visits how- 
ever, though rather in compliance with the wishes 
of the family than in the hope or expectatlbn of 
benefiting his patient. Jemima continued in this 
state until the latter end of September, when she 
pretended an increase of illness, and confined her- 
self altogether to her bed. In a few weeks after, she 
became feeble and wan, and the apparent decline 
of her health so increased the solicitude of the fam- 
ily, that nightly watchers were procured to attend 
in her room, while she received the constant care of 
lier sisters by day. She now began to speak of 
having visions from heaven, and extraordinary visi- 
tations from the regions beyond the skies ; and. at 
the dead hour of night, v/hcn all nature was hush- 
ed to repose, and her timid attendants were trem- 
blingly alive to the least njislUng of the breeze which 
fell upon the loosened shutter of her window, she 
would endeavor to impress upon their miadfe the re* 
ality of these ridiculous pretences, by describing,, 
with great solemnity, the ominous noises which she 
Iteard, the ghostly sights which were constantly 
presented to heij, vision, and the celestial forms 
which were continually passing in her view. Yet 
still the attending Physician declared that she la- 
boured under no disease or debilitating cause, 
excepting what arose from her long, obstkiate and 
close confinement, and the gloomy workings of a 
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diseased imagination ; and the confidence with 
which he maintained tliis opinion, the care and 
attention with which he had investigated her case, 
together with his high standing as a member of the 
faculty, satisfied the family and their friends as to the 
situation of his patient, and the nature of her malady. 
On Thursday evening, about the latter end of 
October 1776, two women of the neighbourhood 
came to watch with Jemima, who were far from 
being superstitious, and who were not very likely to be 
disturbed by those tales of wonder and mystery 
with which she had frightened several of her nur« 
ses of less courage and fortitude. As soon as the 
family had retired to rest, and the house became 
still, she began to entertain these attendants with 
the. old story of her visitations and visions, and the 
sights, and forms, and noises, which she continually 
saw and heard. But these ladies were not to be 
intimidated^ or imposed upon by such vagrant as- 
sertions ; and when she requested them ta observe 
the white figures and celestial forms which she pre- 
tended to point out, they denied that any thing of 
the kind was apparent, and chided her folly; but 
Jemima insisted the more obstinately in proportion 
to their incredulity, and bade them take notice of 
the motion of her bed curtains, asserting at the 
same time, that it was occasioned by the presence 
of the Lord, who was then visiting and ministering 
unto her. Thi» tremulous motion of her curtains 
was produced, as these attendants afterwards decla- 
red^ by Jemima, in pressing her feet against the 
wall at the foot of her bed. She also informed 
them that a great change in her state add condi« 
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tiott was soon to take place, and that she felt con- 
serous she was about to be called to act some great 
and useful part in this wicked world, for the bene- 
fit of mankind. In this manner she vexed her at- 
tendants and fatigued herself, until a little past 
eleven o'clock, when she fell into a light slumber, 
and continued in that situation for nearly an hour. 
Her nurses, during this interval of quiet, went sev- 
eral times to her bed side, and observed her to be 
pale and motionless, and apparently lifeless ; but 
upon a close examination found her features un- 
changed, her pulse regular, and her respiration so 
soft and silent as almost to elude the closest scru- 
tiny. Immediately after the clock struck twelve, 
she raised herself up in bed, and appeared as if 
suddenly awakened from a refreshing sleep. Her 
attendants inquired of her what she wanted, when 
to their utter astonishment, she, in an authoritative 
tone, and a voice much stronger than usual, demand- 
ed her clothes; one of them desired her to lie down 
and compose herself to rest, but she still persisted in 
her demand with increased firmness and austerity, 
declaring she had passed the gates of death, and 
was now men from the dead. Her father, who 
had been sleeping in an adjoining room, being a- 
wakened by their loud talk, rose and came to the 
door, and on being informed of her strange whimsj 
endeavored to quiet her clamour and sooth her to 
repose, but she disdainfully rejected his kind at- 
tentions, as an impertinent interference, and told 
him s\ie owed obedience to the higlier powers only. 
Her apparel was procured, and she immediately 
got up and dressed herself, and from that time for- 
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ward went about in apparent!}' as good health as 
she liad usually enjoyed^ though somewhat feeble 
and emaciated hy tier long confinement. 

Jemima did not go abroad until the Sabbath foI« 
lowing ; in the meanwhile many oflier neighbours 
and acquaintance called to see her, having under- 
stood that she bad recovered ; but she repelled, with 
the utmost promptitude, their congratulations on 
her recovery^ and denied that it was Jemima to 
whom they were speaking, and with affected so- 
lemnity informed them that the body of Jemima 
Wilkinson had been dead, that her soul was Ciien 
in heaven, and that the tabernacle which Jemima 
had left behind was re-animated by the pow^r and 
spirit of Jesus Christ — that this was the second 
coming of the Lord, who was to remain on earth 
anil reign a thousand years, that it was the eleventh 
hour, and the last call of mercy that would ever be 
made to the human race ; that an '^ inquiry was 
made in Heaven saying, * Who will go and Preacb 
to a dying World ?* and she answered, * Here an> 
I, send me,' and that she thereupon immediately 
left the realms of light and glory, and the company 
of the heavenly host, who are continually worship- 
ing God — in order to pass through many trials and 
sulferings for the happiness of mankind." She 
said also, t;2at on leaving the realms of bliss, it had 
been given her to choose whether she would be 
rccelveu bc.ck into Heaven, bodily, at the end of the 
Ci'st iQi\ days of her terrestrial residence, or re- 
niA/n on earth and encounter the difficulties and 
sufferings of the world, for the benefit of mankind, 
for a thousand years, and then receive a corporeal 
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translation into Heaven. She sairl that ^^ those who 
refused to believe these exalted things concerning 
her, will be in the state of the unbelieving Jews, 
who neglected the counsel of God against them- 
selves." At the end of the ten days, not having 
left her friends, she infornied them that she had 
elected to reign on earth a thousand years, and that 
the tabernacle which she inhabited, (a cant phrase 
which she ever afier used when speaking of her 
person) was immortal, that it would never die, 
and that at the close of that period it would bf ta- 
ten up into Heaven in a cloud of glory. 

Many of the friends and relations of Jemima vis- 
ited her during the Friday and Saturday fcrtlow- 
ing the tcrminaiion of her confinement, and vari« 
ous were their sensations and conjectures on wit- 
iiessing her absurd conduct, and in contemplating 
the reprehensible course which she appeared deter- 
mined to pursue. Some were vexed with her ar- 
rogance and obstinacy; others were intimidated by 
the set manner of her speech, the firmness of her 
voice, the inflexibility of her countenance, and the 
steady and intense stare from her keen eye; while 
the greater part of them believed her to be labour- 
iirg under a slight degree of mental derangement, 
occasioned by the debility arising from her recent 
confinement, which they hoped would gradually 
wear ofl* as her strength returned } while they all a- 
greed that there was something very strange in her 
conduct. No one, however, believed a word of her 
preposterous pretensions, or that she would attempt 
to. persevere in them for any considerable length 
of time, for all were certain that it was the same per- 



24 HISTORY OF 

son, the same Jemima, whom they had known and 
seen daily from her infancy. 

On Sabbath day after Jemima Wilkinson rose 
from the — bed, she made her appearance at the 
public meeting in the neighbourhood ; she was 
habited in plain and simple attire, but with the ut* 
most neatness ; her countenance was pale and Ian- 
guid, which, with a good form and graceful move- 
ment, gave her an interesting appearance. It be- 
ing remarkably fine weather, people attended meet- 
ing from a considerable distance, so that there was 
an unusually large audience. Immediately after 
morning service was ended, and while the congre- 
gation were waiting about the meeting house, as 
was customary during the intermission, Jemima 
walked to a shade tree at a little distance, where, 
as she no doubt expected and wished, a considera- 
ble number immediately followed her : she then be- 
gan without any ceremony to address them. This 
drew others along, and in a few minutes almost the 
whole congregation were gathered about her. This 
crafty actress now summoned all her powers to 
please her audience and engage their attention, and 
although not accustomed to speak in public, she 
continued her discourse for nearly half an hour 
with considerable fluency, and without discovering 
any signs of embarrassment. Her feeble voice, her 
graceful gestures^ her languid countenance, her 
persuasive language, and the soft expression of her 
fine eyes, together with her recent extraordinary 
confinement, and the novelty of the scene before 
them, produced a great effect upon lier hearers. 
This address wa'S rather in the style of a moral lee- 
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turc thfin a sermon. She descanted upon the beau- 
ty of virture and morality, of the heniousness of 
sin, and the necessity of an amendment of life, and 
a faithful discharge of every duty ; and evinced a 
knowledge of the scriptures, and an acquaintance 
with religious subjects generally, which astonished 
M who heard her. She had spent the principal 
part of her time for almost a year with her Bible, 
and other religious books, and her memory was so 
retentive that she could repeat a greater portion of 
what she had read than almost any other person 
of her time. As this was her first attempt, and as 
much of her future success depended upon the ef« 
feet she could now produce, it is reasonable to snp« 
pose that her discourse had been carefully prepar- 
ed for the first opportunity of the kind that should 
present itself. Although she did not offer herself 
to her hearers as their saviour, yet she had several 
strong allusions to the facts and circumstances 
which she had asserted to her visitants during the 
two preceding days. Having ended her address, 
she informed them that whoever wished to see and 
converse with her, could enjoy that privilege by 
calling on her at the place where she sojourned, 
and immediately left them ; but took care on this, 
as on all subsequent occasions, to say nothing a- 
bout home, father^ brothers or sisters, or any thing 
Uiat should imply a relationship and connexion 
between herself and the rest of the human race,— r 
According to her invitation many called to see hep 
from time to lime, some from a desire of convip- 
cifl^. licr of the ipipiety of her conduct and pretcn- 
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sions, anc] the folly and danger of persevering m 
such blasphemies } and many from mere curiosity. 
As there was frequently a considerable collection 
at her father's to spend an evening, she had many 
opportunities of exhorting and praying to an audi- 
ence, and was sure never to let them pass unimprov- 
ed. She attended all the meetings in the town — 
was present at all the conferences and collections 
of serious people, and particularly at funerals, and 
always watched an opportunity of posting herself 
in some conspicuous place, and haranguing those 
who would pay attention to her discourses. From 
the novelty of such conduct^ and the earnestness of 
her demeanor, she generally attracted more atten- 
tion than any other speaker. After having pur- 
sued this desultory kind of preaching for some 
months, and finding a few inclined to become her 
followers, Jemima ventured to appoint meetings of 
her own. This succeeded beyond her most san- 
guine expectation* Her meetings were more nu- 
merous and attentive than she or any other person 
had anticipated. Her fame began to spread a- 
broad, persons came from a distance to hear her, 
-.ind invited her to go into other towns to preach. 
This was a result for which she ha4 been for some 
time anxiously Iqoking, and to produce which, she 
had strove with all the art and cunning of whicii 
she was mistress^ Accordingly, these invitations 
were eagerly accepted, and promptly complied 
with, out of pure znal, no doubt, for the welfare of 
couls. It was also favorable to the success of her 
schemes, for by shifting about from place to place, 
she was, at qo peri^lL stationary a sufficient le^igtb 
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of time to hazard an exposure of her real motives 
and true character. > In her perambulations she 
visited New-Port, Providence, Ser.onnet, and 
North and South Kingstown in tlie state of Rhode* 
Island, and Ncw-Milford and some other peaces in 
Connecticut, and New-Bedford in Massachusetts. 
Having undertaken to establish a new religion« 
and to organize a sect of which she was to be tlie 
head and founder, it became expedient (in her 
judgment) to avoid the beaten track of all denomi- 
nations of christians ; she accordingly rejected with 
disdain all forms and ceremonies, all church gov- 
ernment and discipline, and finally the sacraments, 
and many other leading doctrines of Christianity. 
Hence it came to pass, that her society was compo- 
sed of dissenters from other denominations, those 
who had been suspended or excluded from chorch 
membership for dieir disorderly conduct — a few 
unprincipled adventurers, and a still greater num- 
ber of weak men and women, and inexperienced 
girls and children. As the society increased, how- 
ever, her means of deception multiplied, until she 
succeeded in deluding several persons of respecta- 
bility for wealth and intelligence. Indeed, it soon 
became her leading object to proselyte those who 
possessed the means of supporting her in her idle- 
ness and extravagance. She visited New-Port 
while the British forces Iny there, tarried some time, 
and preached to the officers, who were very much 
pleased and amused with lier ; one of whom, in 
particular, pretended to be violently in love with 
her, paid her his addresses, and obtained several 
private interviews with his fair instructress. It was 
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agreed betv^een them, that he should resign his 
conimissioD in tlie service of bis King, and enlist un« 
der (he banners of a mistress, in whose service there 
woold be more comfort and less haxard. In short| 
that he should retire to his estates, which he pre« 
tended to possess in his native country, where she 
was to follow him es soon as possible, when the 
contract now entered into was to be more publicly 
and formally ratified. As no human eye or ear 
was permitted to witness the tenderness of the part- 
ing scene, the reader must not expect a minute des'« 
rription of It. SuiEce it^o say, that she returned 
to North-Kingstown, and the fleet some time after 
left the port. Jemima now began to preach uni<- 
versal love and good will to all mankind, deplored 
the infatuation of the people of England in sendlni^ 
troops to this country to mtrrder their bredircn ; 
and ill due time discovered to her credulous follow- 
ers, that it was her duty to go and preach peace 
ana benevolence to the people of the mother coun- 
try, to the end, that wars and rumors of wars might 
cease. So successfully did this arch deceiver prac- 
tice upon her confiding people, that the measure 
Wds cheerfully assented to by ihero, and every pre- 
paration made for her voyage. Her passnge was 
cngagt*d, clothing purchased, sea stores procured, 
and money furnished. So ample and expensive 
was the equipment of this adventurer, and so small 
Were vhe number of her followers who po5»scs*?ed 
the means and the dUposiiion to furnish supplies, 
that the advances msde by one individual, who had 
rtxore money than pcnsc, amounted to about a 
iL'cusand dollar'?. It wr.s now in the latter end "f 
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the month of June, the weather fine, the vessel ta« 
king in her lading, and our female Quixotte, hav- 
ing all her parapharnalia packed up, ready to be 
put on board, was daily watching with palpitating 
heart, the sweet breezes that gently fanned the bo* 
som of the deep, and which were soon to waft her to 
bliss and terrestrial glory. A meeting of her fol- 
lowers was appointed to receive her benediction, 
and long farewell — when lo ! a mischievous news** 
paper fell in her way containing an account of 
some military operations and skirmishes, with a de-* 
tail of the killed and wounded, among the latter of 

whom was Major , Jemima's pretended lover. 

This intelligence was like a thunder stroke to Je- 
mima, and at once blasted all the prospects of im^^ 
aginary greatness and fdicity with which her ad- 
mirer had so successfully flattered her. The ready- 
ing of this unwelcome news was no sooner ended 
than she rose from her seat, and retired immediate* 
ly to her room, where she shut herself up, and free- 
ly vented her rage against her treacherous lover, iu 
whom she now found she had trusted too far. 

The mind of this woman was, however^ of no or- 
dinary cast ; quick and decisive in forming her 
plans, cunning and persevering in their executi<Hi, 
and relying upon the credulity of her devotees, 
she was not long in devising the means of extricap 
ting herself from this unpleasant dilemma. A vis- 
ion and counter orders from Heaven would eflect'- 
ually do the business. But the mortification at 
the faithlessness and loss of her lover, and her fears 
of the consequences of her indulgent interviews with 

09 
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this son of Mars, sftt heavily on her mind. She 
complained ofiil health, and spent the eFeningun* 
til very late, in reading and reflection ; and then 
tlirowing herself on her bed, without undressing, 
she rrirertcd two of her confidants to watch her du- 
ring t'le remainder of the night : as her followers 
were to meet the next day to receive her blessing 
and parting admonition, this night was to be spent 
in preparing herself for the event. She continued 
several hours in deep meditation, lying perfectly 
fitill, with her eyes op^n and apparently fixed in 
their sockets. About four in the morning, she rose 
and resumed her reading. When the hour of 
meeting approached, she attired herself with the ut- 
^iiost neatness and care, and repaired to the place 
of meeting, where her cheated worshippers were 
waiting, in breathless anxiety, her august ap- 
]}roach. Having seated herself, and rested a (ew 
minutes, Jemima rose and addressed her people 
iu her usual style, expressing great tenderness and 
anxiety for their happiness, and exhorting then» 
to be strong in the faith, and to be content with 
whatever was allotted them, adding, that the Lord 
would provide for them, that they were the peculi- 
ar objects of divine care and protection, that the 
Friend had come among them to save from falling 
all such as had faith, and should persevere to the 
cqJ. After much circumlocution she arrived at 
the critical point, the vision — '^ I have a message 
from Heaven for this people, therefore listen, and 
let tliine ears give heed to what the * Universal 
Friend of mi^nkind' saith : — Last night, while re- 
flecung on the labour of love which was about to 
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be undertaken for the conversion of distant and 
precjious souls, my mind became wearied, sorrow 
and sadness sat heavily on my spirits. Suddenly a 
ray of light from above shone with unutterable 
splendor, and illuminated die room, — an Angel from 
Heaven stood before roe ! and with a placid smile, 
and sweet voice pronounced these words : ' Put 
off the journey which thou hast undertaken, the 
time of thy sojourning among the faithful, in tliis 
vale of darkness, is not yet accomplished ; go 
meet thy people, and inform them thnt it is the 
will of the Lord that the Shepherd abide with the 
flock, that no evil come nigh unto them.' Herf , 
my beloved, ye have heard the words of the Lord, 
the Friend will therefore remain with this people 
for the edification and strengthening of their sotiki.!.' 
This discourse, and the impious pretence tliut 
she spoke the words of the Lord, completely satis- 
fied her deluded followers, and they retired more 
firmly fixed in their faith than before the getting up 
of this farce ; and those who had parted with their 
money, finding themselves without any redress, were 
among the most ready and zealous in expressing 
their entire devotion to Jemima and her cause, in 
the hope, no doubt, that others might, in their turn, 
be as badly cheated as themselves. One of them, 
however,, who had made the principal advances, was 
some what exasperated ; he obtained a private inter- 
view w^iih her, and reproached her with having de- 
ceived him, and told her that her intended journey 
was a mere pretence to obtain money, and that un- 
less she restored him his own, be would abandon the 
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soiNety, and prosecute her to recover his doe. But 
this wily actress so roauaged as to retain this 
wealthy memher in her ranks, and, what was more 
to her purpose, to keep the money which she then 
had in her possession. After some altercation^ 
they agreed to have tlie society so organized as 
that the property of all should be put into a gene- 
ral fund, and held as common stock for the benefit 
of (he whole ; and that he should be appointed 
overseer and manager of the temporal^ while she 
should devote herself wholly to the spiritual^ con- 
cerns of the society. As a large majority of her 
followers had little to give up, and therefore ex-> 
pected to bettertheir condition, atleast in this world, 
by a ready compliance, this plan was no sooner 
proposed, than adopted by the society. But the pro- 
ject was illy relished by those who possessed wealth, 
and did not choose to place it in the hands of an 
individual, over whom they had no control^ 
and who could not be, made accountable for 
the manner in which she might dispose of it ; and 
Jemima, finding herself in danger of losing some 
of her most wealthy friends and supporters, so mod- 
ified her decree, as that the members might put in- 
to the common stock whatever they pleased. — 
This condescension of the Friend^ removed all dif- 
ficulties, and made those who did not think it pru- 
<dent to part with their fortunes, extremely liberal 
in their donations. 

In order to secure herself against want, Jemima 
adopted and carried into effect, one of the most 
bold and impious expedients, perhaps, ever practi^* 
ced in modern times : whenever she wanted any 
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iliin^ which she saw in the possession of any ot^ 
her foUowerjn, she would send for them and say^ 
^* the Lord hath need of this thing," and strange as 
it may appear, it is not less true, that several 
persons, who have in latter years abandoned her 
society, have repeatedly declared that this demand 
had frequently been made op them, and that they 
had immediately complied with it, because they, 
at the time, verily believed in the divinity of her 
character, and dared not, on any occasion, disobey 
her commands. Jemima continued this practice^ 
and almost uniformly enforced obedience, duriof; 
the remainder of her life; and sometimes with such 
avaricious severity, that those upon whom these 
predatory requisitions were made, were constrained 
to part with articles which were extremely necessa- 
ry to the comfort of their families. 

She continued to travel about the country', and 
to preach wherever she could obtain an audience, 
and attempted to establish societies, but for a consid- 
erable time met with poor success. She at length, 
however, succeeded in forming a small congrega- 
tion at South Kingstown, and another somewhcrein 
Connecticut, who erected meeting houses for her 
accommodation when she sojourned among them. 
She was al wa} s extremely jealous of the fidelity of 
licr foilowei's, and in continual fear of their falling 
off, especially the wealthy ; accordingly every shift 
was resorted to for the purpose of securing their 
continuance in the faith. When her society in Con- 
necticnt erected their meeting house, f^he induced 
them to enter into a covenant by which it was pro- 
vidi'vl, Uiat those who left the society should forfeli 
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their rights iu the building, (which she denomiua- 
ted the ^' Temple of the Lord,") and that it should 
remain the property of those who continued faith- 
ful unto the end. In process of time, the mem- 
bers became scattered and fallen off, all but two in^ 
dividuals, to whom the property fell, by the condi- 
tions ef the associatiop, and they, it is said, sold 
the building to another society at a handsome 
speculation. But the poor, she was under no ap- 
prehension of losing ; the common-stock doctrine 
was sure to retain those whose adhesion was not 
so necessai'y to the advancement of her ultimate ob- 
jects, and whom she always considered rather as a 
burthen than otherwise. 

Jemima had negociated matches for all her sis- 
ters except Deborah, the youngest, and in some in- 
stances much above their rank. In this business 
she was so great an adept, that she found but little 
difiiculty, even with respect to two of them who 
had previously become mothers without the sanc- 
tion of those forms, which by the common consent 
cf mankind, are deemed indispensible. The jug- 
gling of the Friend overcame all objections, and 
convinced the dupe of her hypocricy that it was 
his duty to become her sisters husband. She un- 
doubtedly intended by similar means to provide 
for herself, whenever a suitable opportunity should 
occur, but the unpropitious result of her attempt 
upon Major ——, and the inconveniencies to which 
she had been thereby subjected, checked her am- 
bitious hopes on the subject of matrimony, and be- 
ing now somewhat advanced, having no one a- 
mong hep folbwers who would answer her purpose, 
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and seeing no great prospect of splendid additions^ 
she gave up the idea of marriage altogether. 

Among the most important and useful of all Jc* 
mima's proselytes in Rhode Island, was Mr. P. a 
gentleman of handsome fortune and high standing 
in his neighbourhood. He was \cry much devoted 
to the interests of Jemima, ^Id her in the highest 
veneration, and entertained her with the greatest 
kindness and hospitality whenever she visited his 
family, a part of whom also became members of 
the society. Jemima finding his residence an a- 
greeable one, so managed as to obtain his invita- 
tion to make it henBome, which she very modestly 
accepted, and remanned with him the principal part 
of the time for three years. During tiiis period, and 
shortly after giving up her intended journey to 
England, Jemima sccUided herself altogether 
from company, confined herself entirely to her a- 
partments, and interdicted the approach of every 
one excepting two of her confidential female friends, 
who remained with her. At the end of about 
seven months, she again made her appearance in 
public, but so wan and feeble, as to leave no doubt, 
on the minds of those 'who did not choose to be de- 
ceived, as to the nature and necesity of her con- 
finement. About this time, Jemima, at the insti- 
gation, and with the assistance of one Sarah Rich- 
ards, who had recently joined the society, introdu- 
ced into her creed a new point of doctrine, prohibi- 
ting matrimony among her followers, as unlawful 
and an '' abomination unto the Lord." She 
preached this doctrine vehemently, and' in the most 
positive manner required her unmarried disciples 
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to suppress every inclination which tended to the 
torn mission of such an awful crime. Nav, she at- 
lempted to extend this tenet so far as to separate 
those who had entered into wedlock before she had 
discovered the great iniquity of marriage, and 
while she was yet negociating matches for her sisters. 
But having been decked and injured by her dear 
Major, and becoming disgusted with the idea of 
wedlock, her mind had now undergone an entire 
change on this subject. Her own disappointments 
had engendered the most bitter resenttnent, which 
slie was illy able to conceal, while her envious 
temper tormented her jealous jBcom at seeing oth- 
ers enjoy that felicity of whiclnme had been cheat- 
ed. There were also other reasons which un- 
doubtedly operated strongly on her mind, and had 
their full share of influence in bringing her to an 
open declaration of war against matrimony. The 
greatest part of her unmarried adherents were 
poor, and she did not wish to see that description 
vf followers multiply on her bands, as they must 
necessarily be, in some measure, assisted from the 
common stock, which was at no time sufiicient to 
satisfy her own avarice* She enforced, to the xxU 
inost of her authority, a rigid observance of her in- 
junctions on this subject, and such was the unre- 
Jenting and tyrannical temper of ihis destroyer of 
!uiman happiness, and so strong the delusion 
which she had already fastened upon her too cre- 
dulous people, that few of her devoted followers 
dared to disobey her unhallowed mandates. — 
Wives abandoned their husbands^ and husbands 
ibeir wives, in almost all cases where only one of 
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them belonged to the society ; many families were 
broken up for a season, and some entirely ruined, 
and the only relaxation from her stem decree, was, 
that where the husband and wife were both follow- 
ers, tliey were permitted to live together ; but even 
in these cases, she prohibited all sexual intercourse 
between them, under no Ie|| penalty than her dis* 
pleasure in this world, and their eternal punishment 
in the next. In carrying into effect this project, 
she not only incorporated into her society the seeds 
of dissolution, but introduced indiscribable misery 
and distress into many of those families wliere her 
baneful influence Jtedominated. 

Jemima WilkiflRi continued her ministrations 
10 the regular congregations which she had formed, 
and to visit and preach at various other places in 
New-England, where she could occasionally ob- 
tain an audience, but met with little success in ad- 
ding to the number of Jher followers, or to the a- 
mount of their common stock ; she therefore be- 
gan to contrive plans for enlarging the sphere of 
lier action and the extent of her inflaence. Be- 
sides, she began to fear the loss of some of her fol- 
lowers unless some new project could be bit upon 
to divert their attention from too close a scrutiny 
irUo her motives and conduct; she therefore, in 
consultation with a few of her confidential advi:;ers, 
proposed to them a tour into the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, to endeavor io draw proselytes from the 
Qud&ers, who ^^re numerous, wealthy and rcs- 
peetable in Philadelphia and its vicinity. This 
enterprise was readily assented to by tliem, and on 
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their recommendation agreed to by the society, 
nud the necessary preparations immediately made 
lor the journey. She represented to the society 
that she had received a special mandate from 
Heaven to visit their distant brethren — that there 
were many Friends in Pennsylvania who waited the 
coming of the Lord — fliat she must go and preach 
to them awhile, and that in due time she should 
return. She exhorted them to be steadfast in the 
faith, and to persevere unto the end, and promised 
eternal happiness as the reward of those who obey- 
ed her precept. She also recommended patience 
and meekness under persecutia||knd afflictions, and 
whatever was allotted them, omtioning them not 
lo regard the scoffs and sneers of worldly minded 
persons, for those were* they who had not the love 
of the Lord in their hearts. In this way she, in a 
great measure, Brtified them against the reasonings 
and admonitions of their friends, and prepared 
their minds to consider every thing as blasphemy 
and persecution which did not exactly comport with 
the absurd tenets which she had taught them. — 
Having made every necessary preparation^ she 
started some time in the summer of 1782 for Phila- 
delphia, taking with her fiveof her most useful and 
devoted followers. She travelled leisurely, and 
preached at several places on the way, and made 
advances towards the Quakers whenever an op- 
portunity presented itself, but receii'ed very little 
countenance from them. On her arrival in Phila- 
delphia, she immediately made herself known as 
the " Universal Friend of mankind," and gratuit- 
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pusly offered ber instruction to all who Were wil- 
ling to come and hear it. Her followers who camt 
witli her were very liberal in their assertions in re- 
lation to this extraordinary personage, and rehears- 
ed many marvellous stories abont her death and 
resurrection, the evidences of her divinity, her pow- 
er to heal the sick and raise the dead : and aver- 
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red that they had been eye and ear witnesses of all 
they had asserted concerning her. Her sudden 
appearance in the city, and the extravagant asser*- 
tions of her companions, produced considerable 
sensation and curiosity, insomuch that she was 
soon accommodated with an opportunity of 
displaying her oriCory. In a short time she be- 
came a very popular preacher, and attracted great 
crowds to hear her. Her auditors at length be- 
came so numerous that it was with great difficulty 
a suitable place could be obiained sufficiently ca- 
pacious to contain them. An application was 
therefore made in her behalf to the trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal St. George's Church, for the 
use of their building, which was granted her during 
her stay in that city. Jemima was now in her el- 
ement, attended by a numerous aqdience, and 
preaching as often as- suited her convenience, to 
thousands who adhiired tiie eloquence of the won- 
derful personage who had suddenly, as spme of 
them supposed, burst upon mankind in a blaze of 
glory. She made a number of proselytes, excited 
much curiosity and a^onishment, was treat- 
ed with great attention and hospitality, and lived 
for a short time in considerable splendor. Sho 
however kept herself somewhat secluded, except 
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wlien attending meetings, and suffered her'presence 
to be approached only by her confidants and se- 
lect visitors ; she was therefore surrounded by a 
throng of idlers whenever she made her appear- 
ance in the streets. Under pretence of being in- 
(iiommoded by the multitude, she induced hcrfriends 
to provide a carriage for her conveyance whene- 
ver she went out. Although mpst people of intel-^ 
ligence became satisfied or disgusted on hearing d 
few recitals from Jemima^ and drscontinued their 
attendance at her meetings, yet their places were 
supplied by others l>ora different parts of the city, so 
that by a sort of succession of hearers her audience 
continued for some time undiminished. But at 
length her congregation began sensibly to de- 
crease, reason triumphed in the minds of manyj and 
curiosity became satisfied in others, and Jemima, 
by no means the last to discover these symptoms of 
desertion, and the reason thereof, suddenly took 
her leave of them, and removed her quarters into 
the country. 

On the 19th of October, 1782, she arrived 
with her retinue at the house of aMr. W,, in the 
town of Worcester, in the county of Montgomery, 
about twenty miles from Philadelphia. The fame 
of Jemima had preceded her, and among the ho- 
nest and credulous Germans at this place she found 
a ready and cordial w^elcome. By assuming the 
garb and appearance of meekness and modesty, 
and pretending to be zealous professors of religion, 
Jemima and her companions gained much upon 
the confidence of their entertainers ; meetings were 
appointed and numerously attended. But Jemi* 
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ma, remembering the faHing off of her hearers in 
Philadelphia, resolved to provide against a similar 
result here. She accordingly held her meetings 
very frequently, preached zealously, exhorted ear- 
nestly and prayed fervently; and withal topk 
occasion frequently to deplore the necessity of her 
speedy return to her dearly beloved flock in Rhode 
Island. After a few weeks residence in Worcester^ 
Jemima and her train took up their line of march 
for the land of their fathers, and so successfully had 
this crafty woman practiced upon the credulity of 
these simple and unsuspecting people, that they re- 
ally thought her some very extraordinary person- 
age, but who, or what she was, they could not ex- 
actly i;pnjecture ; for site had tiot as yet deigned to 
inform them, in direct terms, that she was their 
Saviour, although she had frequently thrown out 
hints that she was something more Uian common 
persons, and sometimes in the presence of particu- 
lar individuals, she would speak of the " Lord's 
mercies,'' and the ^' Friend's favors/' in the same 
conversation, and in such a manner as to leave their 
minds in doubt as to her real meaning. Many had 
become much attached to her, and therefore on her 
departure supplied her with the means of prosecu- 
ting her journey with ease and comfort, a point al- 
ways of the first importance with Jemima, Some 
accompanied her a day's journey, and many fol- 
lowed her with benedictions, and their prayers for 
the safety of her journey. On her return to Rhode- 
Island, she found her societies there nearly in the same 
state in which she leA them ; a very few of the 
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members had fallen off, but the most of them ob" 
stinately persevered in. those errors which they had 
suddenly embraced and still believed, or were 
ashamed to acknowledge and abandon. Her peo~ 
pie received her with those marks of joy which testi- 
fied their seal and constancy in her service, and 
were so eager to bear her preach again, after an 
absence of a few months, that Jemima held her pab- 
]ic meetings daily for about a week, when their 
longings becoming somewhat satisfied, the old or- 
d^r of things was* restored, and she fonnd leisure to 
travel about the country and preach and practice 
her arts of delusion as formerly. In this business she 
had become a complete adept, and during the re- 
mainder of her residence in that country practiced 
many impostures with tiie view of establishing a be- 
lief in her Messiahsbip, by which means she fully 
confirmed her credulous followers in the faith of 
her divinity ; but the community at large believed 
her to be a poor miserable enthusiast, and being ia 
female, they were more ready to pity her lunacy, 
than to attempt to disturb her or the society m the 
enjoyment of those opinions which they appeared 
to entertain with sincerity. The iraposilious which 
she attempted to practice in working miracles, heal- 
ing the sick, add raising the dead, and pretending 
to know by immediate inspiration from Heaven, 
the secrets of tlie heart, with many other abomint* 
' ble iotpostures, will be noted hereafter, when we 
come to speak more particnlarly of her doctrines 
and characteri and her conduct as a teacher of dj-^ 
vinity. ... 

Jemima continued with her New»£ng)and/ol- 
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lowers until the summer of 1784, when isbe judged 
it expedient to make another visit to Philadelphia 
and Mon^omery county. She had received let* 
•ters from her friends at the latter place, urging her 
to return to them as soon as she coald be spared 
from her beloved flock in Rhode-Island. She 
travelled by easy stages, stepped at several places 
ta preach and seek for proselytes, and finally arri* 
ved at the house of ber old friend Mr. W., in ^ 
town of Worcester, on the 28th of Angust^ 1784, 
where slie found a cordial and bearty welcome.** 
This man was a very weakly (armer, and possessed 
considerable iofl.oence in his town $ and the coun- 
tenance and protection which Jemima received 
from him, was- of great service to her in prosecuting 
her plans in this quarter, and she failed not to avail 
hersdf of these advantages to the extent of her in- 
fluence. She now proceeded to organize a society 
,and establish rules and regulations for the govern- 
:ment of the members. One of the farms of Mr. 
W. was. wholly given np to her and the retinue 
which she brought with her» to cultivate for tlieir 
.subsistence ; and the commodious and elegant stone 
dwelling on it became the mansion and residence 
of Jemima and her minions. They enjoyed the 
use of the premises, together with the stock and 
-larmiag utensils^ as if the property bad been their 
own. Yet this did not satisfy these insatiable coi}- 
morantSy.for whatever. Jemima wanted was almost 
nniformly extorted from the deluded members pf 
the society, on receiving an. intiBAatioa from her 
. that ^' the Lord hath need of it." In levying these 
. ^ootribiiUons, Jemim^t limted herself mly by thev 
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ability and probable disposition of her followers to 
comply with her UDhallowed and avaricious ex- 
actions. 

During this residence in Pennsylvania, she fre- 
quently visited Philadelphia/ and some other parts 
of the state, and was always furnished with carriages 
and attendants at the expense of her society. She 
now gave them to understand that she was intrust- 
ed with the execution of a special message from 
Heaven, and the old story of the death of Jemima 
Wilkinson, and the re-animatioB of her body by the 
Power and Spirit of Christ, was, with additional 
drcumslances of mystery and solemnity, told to 
her wondering votaries, by her interested and well 
instructed confidants, who came, with her from 
Rhode-Island, and who with one accord bore po- 
sitive testimony to the truth of these extravagant and 
outrageous assertions. They were ready on all 
occasions to relate the wonderful miraclas which 
she had wrought in their own country, and to which 
they had been eye and ear witnesses. As a far-^ 
fetched story generally goes down better than any 
other, and as the great distance ef the place, at 
which these performances were locaied^ precluded 
Ibe possibility of immediate detection, the relators 
were as bold io propagating these extravagant ahr 
' surdities as their new friends were credulous in re- 
ceiving them. TJmis did this cunning hypocrite 
efiectualty festen herself upon » considej[able num- 
ber of the UQSuspecti^ig inhabitants of Worcester, 
as a Prophetess, and in fact as a messenger from 
' Heaven, in whose bands was the absolute .disposal ef 
ilicir destifiieS) and kd them to, believe ibat their 
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future happiness or misery depended on their faith 
in, the divinity of her character and persron. 

Being now engaged in her favourite pursuit, and 
finding some symptoms of success, Jemima exerteii 
all her industry and ingenuityto establish a socie^ 
which should acknowledge her claims to divinity^ 
in which she was much assisted by her creatures, 
whom she always kept about her person, and who. 
acted as spies and listeners, carrying an account of 
whatever they saw or heard immediately to her. — 
To prove herself entitled to tHeir confidence, she 
pretended to know all the secrets of their hearts, and 
by her legerdemain soon convinced them of the 
fact. 

Among tlidse who visited her, some were prompt 
ted by curiosity, and others by .a desire to learn 
whether she knew their secret thoughts ; on their 
arrival, Jemima would retire to her private apart- 
ment, oil the second floor, leaving her assistants 
below to receive them. Here they were engaged 
in conversation as long as circumstances required, 
during which time, Jemima's instruments drew 
from them as much of the history of their private 
griefs, or whatever was uppermost in their minds, 
as they could obtain^ which was always carefully 
and specifically related to Jemima before she gave 
audience to her visitors. 'By this contrivance, she 
was generally enabled to satisfy tbem that she 
knew the object of their journey, what they had 
heard of herself, and in some instances, what they 
thought ; and she was rarely liable to err when she 
informed them how much they were susprised to 
iind her able to divitie their cogitations without any 



40 HISTORY OF 

previous conversation vviih thera. By such tricks^ 
and various others, in which her attendants were 
well instructed as to the part they were to act, Je- 
mima made herself mistress of the affections and 
confidence of her submissive followers. 

Having established a ^ociety^ and appointed two 
of her most able managers to superintend its weU 
fare, she, in the spring of 1785, returned to her 0I4 
station in Rhode-Island, after an absence of about 
tiine mouths. On tier arrival there, Jemima fonn^ 
some symptoms of decay; som^ had abandoned 
the society, and many were lukewarm, having al- 
most recovered their senses. But by the activity 
and skilful management of their Priestess, the old 
order of things was soon restored. She preached 
to them with increased animation, exhorted th^ 
faithful to persevere, and the backsliders to return 
to their first love, and threatened the disobedient 
with the most terrible punishments. In the meao 
time, those who had returned with her from Peno* 
sylvania^ lost no opportunity of relating the \ton- 
derful things she had perfqrmed during her. ab- 
sence, and die flattering prospects of the new society 
she had formed in that country. By these meanS| 
ihe soon surmounted all difficulties^ and rose in the 
estimation of her society still higher than before, 
' A correspondence was now opened between Je- 
mima and her Ministers in Worcester, by which 
the most minute circumstance which occurred in 
either of these places, was instantly transmitted to 
the otiier. It therefore frequently happened, that 
the events of that period were known to the heads 
of these- two societies before they caine lo the 
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knowledge of the members, the substance of which 
was then stated to them by way of prophecy.— 
This tended much to assist Jemima in keeping the 
tiscendency in the minds of her followers, so that 
she managed her concerns for about three years 
very successfully. 

But her ageuts at Worcester were not quite so 
fortunate. Tliey were younger (in jugglery at 
least) than Jemima, had less hardihood, and in 
passing off pretended mysteries and mummery they 
were altogether her inferiors. The society also, 
not believing them to be more than mere human 
beings, stood in less fear of their authority. The 
Society became less fervent in their devotion to the 
interests of Jemima, and less observant of the duties 
Inculcated by her ministers, and some levity began 
Bt length to make its appearance among the young* 
er part of the Society. Jemima was regularly in- 
formed df these circumstances, and from time to 
time forwarded instructions accordingly. Bat at 
length, fearing an entire overthrow of her power 
and influence, she sent out one of her sisters to su- 
persede the old Managers ; one of whom was or- 
dered home to Rhode-Island. She came armed 
with orders 'to institute a fast among them, in order 
to humble their pride and bring them back to a 
sense of their duly. The instructions of this new 
Missionary were privately submitted to tlie princi- 
pal and most influential members of the Society, 
who were informed that she had also a disj^nsa- 
tion from the Friend for such as had remained more 
steadfast in the faith, and steady in their practice, 
-and that (he fast could be graduated according to 
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the merits and demerits of the members. They 
were accordingly classed off in detail, and ordered 
to fast, some three, some seven, some ten, and so on 
to forty days, upon a pound of bread and a pint of 
water per day. Particular care, however, was ta- 
ken, to inform tl)e wealthy and most important 
/members, whom they did not dare to disoblige b}' 
too much scventj^ for fear of losing them, that the 
Lord knew their hearts, that they were faithful, 
and the peculiar objects of her love and affection, 
and that the fast, as respected them, was altogeth* 
er dispensed with, excepting so far as they chose 
voluntarily to comply with it ; but in order that all 
the members might be satisfied^ and submit to the 
Friend's authority without murmuring, it was in* 
dispensably necessary that they should, to all out- 
ward appearance, conform strictly to the requisi- 
tion, and not on any account suffer it to be known 
that this indulgence had been granted them. This 
Important and comfortable communication was 
privately and separately made to the favorite few, 
and each being flattered with tlie idea that he was 
the special object of the regard and indulgence of 
so great a personage, tended considerably, to in- 
crease their zeal in her service, and induced them 
to obey strictly the injunction, to appear to fast, 
and at tiie same time to keep secret 4he fact that they 
did notfdfst But those who were less favored ware 
compelled for many days to subsist upon their 
scanty allowance ; thcnr strength became impairccl, 
and their spirits broken down ; they strove all in 
their power to make amends for past negligencies, 
and convince the presiding Spirit of their entire de- 
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votioD to the will and disposul of Jemima. This 
scheme was conducted with so much cunning and 
skill as to produce the desired effect. The nr>em- 
bers became more orderly, and evinced more devo- 
tion than formerly, and, with few exceptions, yield* 
ed the roost implicit obedience to the managemen 
and discipline of their new mistress. From this 
time the government and instmction of the Society 
remained in the hands of the sister of Jemima until 
the third arrival of the "Universal Friend" in Penn- 
sylvania. 

In the mean time she superintended in person the 
concerns of her New-England flock, but with lel^ 
success than fonnerly. She therefore, in conjunc** 
tion with some of her most enterprising followers, 
set on foot the project of removing into the western 
part of the state of New-Tork, which was then a 
wilderness. Some funds were collected and ar- 
rangements made for effecting a purchase of new 
lands, on which to settle with such of her proselytes 
as were willing to follow her. In this enterprise 
Jemima exhibited more talent and mental forecast, 
than in- any other act of her whole life. She had 
exhausted all her means of extending that delusion 
upon which alone she could rely for additions to 
her Society in that country, or even for retaining, 
for any consitferable length of time, those who then 
belonged to it. The increase of education, the 
spread of usefol knowledge, and the consequent en- 
largement of the human mind which had succeeded 
to the dark and gloomy period of the Revolution, 
had sdready checked the promulgation of £er per* 
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tiicjous tenets, «nd threatened the final overthrow 
of her cause. To emigrate with her followers into 
an entire wilderness, where, as she supposed, they 
would remain for a long time without the means of 
ordinar}' instruction, and in a great measnre cut 
off from a constant intercourse with an enlighten- 
ed community, seemed more likely to perpetuate 
her t]ominion, and to promise the roost probable 
means of rivetting their chains so eflectuleill}' as to 
enable her to maintain her authority and secure for 
herself a support among them during the residue 
of her life. 

The country being new and unsettled, wild and 
uncultivated lands were cheap : a small fund would 
therefore enable them to purchase a sufficient body 
of land for tiie whole Society, besides a select tract 
for the particular accommodation of herself, which, 
-as the country gradually settled, would become 
valuable, and in process of time constitute a hand- 
some fortune. She accordingly exerted all the 
powers of her masculine mind for the accom- 
plishment of this object, spoke in raptures of the 
delightful country of the Lakes, recounted all the 
flattering stories she had heard of the great fertility 
of the soil, and the extreme cheapness of the lands, 
called it the *' New Jerusalem^' flowing with milk 
and honey, and dwelt with great eamli^tness on the 
comfort and satisfaction they should enjoy on re- 
tiring from the sneers and scofls of a vain world, 
ivhere the wicked would '' cease from troubling, 
and tlie weary find rest.'' By these arguments she 
easily prevailed on a part of the Society to adopt 
her plans. The poor and needy, (about whom s}^ 
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cared tiie least) having little to fear (roa) any 
change, were ever ready to follow her any where 
and on any conditions. Others feeling the awk- 
wardness of their situation, on accoum of the 
stinnge whims which they had adopted, and being 
frequently hard pushed for arguments to support 
die opinions they professed to clitertain, seemed 
willing to relieve themselves from the difficulty and 
trouble of thinking, by retiring to the forest, where 
they would have nothing to do but to cultivate the 
earth, and believe in the doctrines, and follow 
the directions of their leader. An attempt was 
made to raise a fund to make a purchase for the 
joint benefit of the Society. But with those whose 
acquiescence was most necessary, Jemima found 
more difficulty. Possessed of ample means of sup- 
port for themselves and their families, and having 
long been accustomed to those enjoyments which a 
highly cultivated country, and an improved state 
of society afford, they were unwilling to forego 
these advantages and embark m an enterprise, the 
benefits of which were considered distant and un- 
certain. Jemima wbo^ was rarely ever at a loss in 
devising ways and ipeans for the accomplishment 
of her purposes, soon hit upon an expedient by 
which the one thing needful was easily procured. 
One of her female coadjutors who had been left in 
charge of the Society at Worcester, had been recal- 
led at or about the time Jemima sent her sister 
there. This woman had been residing in the fam- 
ily of Mr. — — , then Treasurer of the state of 
Khode-Island, and a plan was laid and carried in- 
to execution, by these two worthy teachers of i*eli- 
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gion and moi ality, which enabled them to obfam 
a peep at the inside of* the Treasurer's strong bov^ 
M-Jieace they took about two thousand doliarSb The 
discovery of this robbery occasioned a great die- 
lorbance among some of Jemima's principal folIoW'^ 
^*s ; search and enquiry were immediately set on 
foot, and Jemima, fearing a c/iminol prosecution 
frgainst herself, as a participator in the crime, ab* 
9conded in the night accompanied by two or three 
^{ her followers. She made the best of her way to 
Worcester, in Pennsylvania, whither she had caus- 
ed -v part of the money to be sent for safe keeping, 
where she arrived in the month of December, se* 
f enteen hundred antl eighty seven, with the residue 
of the booty. Messengers were immediately sent in 
pursuit— H)ne of whom followed her to this retreat, 
where he overtook Iter almost at the moment of her 
arrival, and boldly demanded the purloined money, 
and threatened an itnmcdiate exposure unless it 
was instanilj' given up. Jemima denied all knowi* 
edge of the transaction with the most perfect com- 
poisure and hardihood ; but her pnrsuer being a 
resolute man, was not to be stfttsfied with her as^ 
severations— that she had the lyoney he was certain, 
and he pushed the business of bis journey with so 
much vigour and firmness, that Jemima was com- 
pelled to submit the luvuse to an immediate search, 
under such restrictions as should efiectually pre- 
clude the possibility of concealing or removing tfos 
money. In this search, he found in one of Jemi- 
ma's travelling trunks, eight hnndreti dollars, which 
she gave up without hesitation, alledging that it 
had been put there without her privity or consent, 
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that it was not hers, that she knew not to whoni it 
belonged, and if he claimed it he was welcome to 
take it. Finding no traces of the residue of the 
money, he returned to Rhode-Island, leaving this 
holy sisterhood to regret the failure, in part, of a 
scheme, in the execution of which, they had has* 
arded so much, and from the avails of which they 
had intended to purchase the land of promise. This 
was an unfortunate affair^ as it involved the repu- 
tation of two or three wealthy and very respecta- 
ble families, and in order to save the innocent from 
unmerited disgrace, it became necessary to let the 
guilty escape punishment. The business was there- 
fore kept as still as possible, the balance of the mo- 
new was paid by the friends of one of the persons 
implicated, and there the matter ended. 

JSnt the sudden and mysterious flight of Jemima 
produced great consternation among the faithfuL 
They recollected the solemn admonitions and af- 
fectionate farewells with which she had, on all for- 
mer occasions, parted with them when about to visit 
the distant brethren, and the appeals she had made 
to. their sense of duty in regard to furnishing the 
necessary supplies for her journies. But now she 
was suddenly missing, and whither she had gone, 
or for what purpose, no one could tell — all was 
darkness, doubt and difficulty. The facts, howe* 
ver, soon transpired, and so disgusted many of iier 
followers that they immediately abandoned the So- 
ciety. Some few, however, were so credulous as 
ta believe the story a fabrication of evil minded 
penoni^. for the purpose of persecution ; nud others 
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disbelieved that part of it which charged Jemima 
witli any agency in the robbery. These retained 
their faith in her, and afterwards removed to Oa- 
lario connty, where tliey met Jemima on her leav- 
ing Pennsylvania. Tlic Society in Rhode-Island 
was effectually broken up. the residue of the mem- 
bers fell off and became scattered, having no head 
or leader, Jemima not daring ever after to show her 
face among them. 

Thus ended the career of this canting hypocrite 
in the state of Rhode- Island dnd its neighbourhood, 
and with it, her ministrations to a deluded people, 
whose credulity she had practiced upon almost be- 
yond belief, and whose characters and fortunes she 
bad wantonly jeopardized, to gratify the most sor- 
did and insatiable avarice. But tier history is not 
ended. — ^New scenes of mockery, intrigue, conster^ 
nation and flight, yet remain to be described, in 
which it Witt appear, that instead of profiting by 
the indulgence shown her in her late dilemma, she 
was maturing new plans of imposture and fraud, for 
the attainment of the object which she had long 
pursued with unremitting industry and persever- 
ance. 

The gentleman who followed her to Pennsylva- 
nia in pursuit of the money, having secured what 
could be found, hiSid no further business to transact 
with Jemima and her household, and they being 
willing to dispense with his company, he had im- 
mediately left them to their meditations. His visit 
was known to but few, and the object of it proba- 
bly to none but Jemima ahd her confidants. This 
cirqarostance therefore made no irppression on her 
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Society there, who were much rejoiced to have the 
*' Public Universal Friend/' (as they called her,) 
again among them ; and when the story of her par- 
ticipation in the robbery, and her consequent flight, 
reached them, it had got so far from home, that it 
was easily contradicted and put down as the off- 
spring of malice and persecution, and tended rather 
to strengthen the bands which bound them to their 
folly, than to awaken a rational enquiry into the 
truth of an allegation of such a serious nature. 

Jemima now enquired diligently into the state of 
the Society, and of the conduct and demeanor of the 
members, and having received a specific account 
from her ministers who had remained with them^ 
was at no great difficulty as to the course most ex* 
pedient for her to pursue. Several of the members 
had shown some symptoms of levity in conversation, 
for which Jemima lectured them with great sever- 
ity, and the more effectually to reform them, she 
ordered a *' silent fast,'^ which consisted in refrain- 
ing from speaking or laughing for a limited time. 
This penance was, however, confined to the most 
garrulous^ and was graduated^ as to its duration, 
from one to three days, as suited the whim or ca- 
price of Jemima. 

Some of the poor deluded creatures, in attempt- 
ing to comply with this requisition, afforded con- 
siderable sport, to those who did not belong to the 
Society, by breaking the fast. One woman in par- 
ticular, who had been all her lile accustomed to 
talk and laugh with impunity, and almost constant- 
ly, "broke her fast,"' as they termed it, several 
timesi and had to begin again. Jemima at leogtb 



36 HISTORY OF 

ordered her mouth to be sealed up with wafers and- 
slips of paper, or linen rags. But with this help, 
she endured the dreadful privation but a short time, 
some amusing circamstance coming suddenly witlw 
in her observation, she abruptly burst the bands of 
ber slavery, roared into a loud laugh, and declared' 
she would not again attempt to hold her peace threes 
days, for the Friend or any body else. Jemima 
reprimanded her with great severity and gravity, 
and ordered her immediately to resume ber pen- 
ance ; but to no purpose, she absolutely refused, 
and told Jemima she was a fool to think of prevent- 
ing any woman from talking or laughing for three 
days together ; which so enraged Jemima, that she: 
gave her a most violent scolding, and sent her back 
to Philadelphia where she found her. 

After Jemima had established her Society at 
Worcester, she made it her business ta become ac« 
quainted with the private history of every fam- 
ily in the neighbourhood. In the course of her- 
enquiries, she learned that a woman who belonged 
to her Society, and who was a devoted follower^ 
had given offence to lier father by marrying against 
bis consent, in consequence of which, he had, by 
his will, excluded her from any participation of 
his ample fortune, which, at his death, he divided 
equally among his other children. On becoming 
acquainted with these facts, Jemima laid a plan to^ 
obtain from them that portion which would have: 
fallen to their sister, in case of an equal distribu- 
tion. Asjhey were all members of the Socielyi 
she. summoned them before her, and with an- air 
oC great mystery, infolded them thfit in «,;vi8iQii. 
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i&e preceding nigbt, she bad seen their &ther,.dial 
he fras in the regions ei*torinenty suiTeriiig the pan* 
isboient which bad been hifiicted on bim for excla* 
ding bis daughter from an equal participation with 
ibem in his estates, and that he could never be re* 
lieved from those torments ontil each of them paid 
her such sums, either in nroney oi^ in proper^, as 
would in the aggregate, amount to an equal shari 
of the estate he had left among them. She waf 
also papTticularly requested to state to them, that 
the old gentleman had appointed her guardian and 
trustee to their sister, and that it was his express 
will and direction, that4hey should pay the amount 
to her for their sister's benefit. This last part of 
Jemima's message, which from its very nature 
would have disclosed the cloven foot to any per- 
son of common sense, who was not under her fatal 
influence, was rendered plausible by tlie pretext^ 
that if the amount was paid to their sister^ her bus* 
band, from whom she had parted on joining the 
Society, would claim the possesion of it ; and il 
was still the old gentleman's will^ that Philip, his 
daughter's husband, should never have a farthing 
of his property. She then descanted largely npofi 
the solemn obligation which they were under to dc^ 
all in their power to redeem their parent from those 
dreadful torments to which he was then subjected, 
and effectually convinced them, that to refuse.-lb 
comply with this requirement, would subject theni 
(o a like punishment, for continuing the injustice 
which had been done to their sister. The conse*- 
quence was, that they immediately compounded, 
by paying to Jemima the amount required, ftnd4i| 
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a few days aftery they received from Jemima the 
joyful news, that their father was relieved from bis 
thraldom, that his soul was at rest in the regions of 
bliss, and had sent his blessing to his dutiful chiU 
dren, who had so promptly contributed to hb re- 
Kef. 

Philip was a barber by occupation, and resided 
in the city of Philadelphia, and although he had 
not been heart broken at the loss of his wife on 
their first parting, yet now that a due share of her 
father's fortune was paid her, he thought her worth 
looking after. He soon after made a visit to Wor- 
cester, in the expectation of prevailing upon her to 
return and live with him ; but Jemima understand* 
ing perfectly his intentions, and not feeling dispo- 
sed so soon to part with her ward and give an ac- 
count of her guardianship, kept the woman out of 
his way, gave poor Philip a rude reception, and af- 
ter lecturing him violently, sent him back as rich 
as he came. He afterwards made various attempts 
to obtain an interview with his wife, but Jemima 
was too cunning, and always found* means to de- 
feat him. She always entertained the hope, that 
as^ long as the woman remained with her, he would 
not commence legal proceedings against her to re- 
cover the property : but if her disciple left her, and 
returned to her husband, there would be no excuse 
f«r detaining it, and she would be obliged, in order 
tolteep up even the outward appearance of com- 
mon honesty, to account for all she had received, 
which by the by she was determined never to do. 

Philip was highly enraged at the treatment he 
received from Jemima, and threatened her with a 
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^prosecution for harboring his wife, and also for de- 
taining the property. These threats gave Jemi- 
ma a great deal of uneasiness, and kept her in con- 
stant dread of " persecution" as she alledged, hat 
in fact, it w^s justice^ and the punishment which her 
misconduct merited, which she stood most in fear 
of, and she soon after absconded in the night, in 
consequence of receiving information that her ar- 
rest and punishment was meditated by those who 
bad suffered by her knaveries. The history of this 
flight is somewhat interesting on account of the lu- 
dicrous circumstances which led to, and attended 
it, and the awkward situation in which it placed 
Jemima. It also proves clearly the hypocrisy of 
her professions of religion, and betrays on her part 
a consciousness of guilt, which casts upon her mo- 
ral and religious character, a deeper and more in- 
delible stain than could have resulted from almost 
a4)y other combination of circumstances, or the 
testimony of a multitude of witnesses. Her socie- 
ty' was numerous, and soteie of the members wealthy, 
and all were so devoted to her cause, and so deep- 
ly interested in supporting and protecting the char- 
acter and welfare of the Society, with which those 
of Jeminoa were inseparably connected, that had 
€he been arrested, they would have spared no pains 
or expense in defending her. Of this disposition on 
their part, she had already received ample proofs, 
and had she been innocent, she would have boldly 
met her accusers, and triumphed in their defeatt 
which would have added greatly to her conse- 
quence with her own people, and to her public char- 
acter as a divintf^ 
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A joung woman of good family and contiec-' 
tioHs in Philadelphia, had previously been attach- 
ed to Jemima, and believing her sincere in her pro- 
fessions of religion, had left her family and friends, 
and joined the Society at Worcester. She was ati 
intelligent and interesting person, and one from 
whose influence Jemima calculated to receive much 
assistance. It was therefore of some importance 
to Jemima to retain this person in the Society ; 
but from* the integrity and correctness of the prin- 
ciples in which she had been educated, Jemima 
foresaw that if she was too suddenly let into the 
mysteries and secrets of the cabinet, her virtue and 
sense of duty would take the alarm, and occasion 
Ircr to abandon the:n> altogether. Great pains were 
therefore taken to prevent her from discovering the 
true character of this worthy sisterhood, and 
the motives which governed their conduct. Bat 
the utmost art of Jemima could not long impose 
upon her understanding — she plainly saw through 
the specious veil which had concealed a system of 
liypocrisy, impudence, and avarice, and being dis- 
gusted with the indelicacy of their conduct in pri- 
vate, and shocked at the impiety of their pretensions 
in public, she resolved to leave them altogether. — 
When this was made known to Jemima, she strove 
all in her power to induce her to change her de-- 
termination, offered to give her the second station 
in the Society, painted in glowing colors the for- 
tune they would make by setding in the Lake coun- 
try, the ease and comfort which they would enjoy 
(jirough life, explained to her the means by which 
^e governed the Society with absolute sway, and 
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represented that tlicy were so devoted to her, that 
they would not only provide for the support of her*' 
self and household, but would clear their lands, 
which in time would become vulua!)le — that a large 
congregation of her disciples would arrive in that 
country from the eastern states, who, together with 
those that would follow them from Pennsylvania, 
would compose a very large Society and form an 
immediate settlement of a considerable tractof coun- 
try, and that her friend, if she would remain with 
her, should enjoy a full moiety of all these advan- 
tages and privileges. But it was all to no pur- 
pose ; the arguments and oiTers by which Jemima 
attempted to retain in her company this virtuous 
woman, tended only to open her eyes to the dan- 
gers with which she was surrounded, and to the 
frauds by which Jemima had controlled her delu- 
ded and cheated followers. She therefore without 
further ceremony or delay abandoned the Society, 
and returned to her friends in Philadelphia. 

Jemima experienced much inconvenience from 
the loss of this woman. She durst not denounce 
Ler as an apostate and reprobate, for she had trust- 
ed her too far, and without doing this, she could 
not account for her secession to the satisfaction of 
the Society, without jeopardising her own charac- 
ter ; and besides, she still entertained hopes that 
her friend would return, and embrace the dattering 
offers which had been made to her. She therefore 
permitted little to be said on the subject, and 
for a long time the major part of the Society sup- 
posed she had gone on a visits or on some missioq 

F 
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from Jemima. Li tlie sprint^ following, howcH'cr, 
Jemiira determined on making an effort to recover 
Iier lost friend. For this purpose she despatched 
two of her most trusty and able negotiators to wait 
on her, and endeavor to induce her to return to the 
Society. On the arrival of these messengers at 
Philadelphia, they disclosed to the lady the object 
of their visit, accompanied with all the flattering 
prospects and promises which Jemima had author- 
ised them to hold forth, and adding how greatly 
she was beloved by the Society, how much her ab» 
sence had been regretted by them, and how neces- 
sary her return was to their comfort and happiness. 
But she was not to be won by these professions ; 
she had become effectually weaned from her person- 
al friendship for Jemima, and now abhorred the a- 
bominable practices by which she governed her 
spell-bound adherents ; and moreover, knowing 
something of Jemima's temper, and suspecting 
treachery, she would not again trust herself in the 
power of one who she considered capable of any 
thing which promised success to her schemes of a« 
varice and ambition. She also thought it extreme- 
ly unfortunate for her followers^ that they should 
be thus imposed on, by the wiles and machinations 
of a person who was so totally unwortliy of their 
confidence. She had heard the story of the rob- 
bery in Rhode-Island, and was not altogether ig- 
norant of Jemima's participation in that nefarious 
transaction. She also knew the history of her dif- 
ficulties with Philip, the barber, and that she was 
in constant fear of a prosecution from him. She 
therefore conceived the idea of alarming Jemima 
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oikthesc subjects, and thereby preripitatinp:lier re- 
moval to the western wilds before she could 
mature her pjans Cor taking her Society with her. 
Accordingly she listened patiently to the proposals 
of her visitors, and then in a very polite and friend- 
ly manner informed them, tht'it she could not return 
with them — that although she had a great aflbction 
for the Society, yet she had concluded to remain 
with her friends, and as a testimony of her gratitude 
for their friendship and kindness, she would give 
them a piece of information which had come to her 
knowledge just before their arrival, and which wms 
of great importance to them all, and particularly 
to the *' Universal Friend." She then informed 
ihem that Philip, the barber, had organized a large 
party, and engaged the Sheriff and Constables to 
accompany them to Worcester to bring away his 
wi/e and to arrest Jemima, and bring her to. Phila- 
delphia, and that after punishing her for harboring 
his wife and detaining their property, he intended 
to deliver her over to the Sheriff of Providence, 
who, she said, was then in the city, waiting an op- 
portunity of catching Jemima to carry her back to 
Rhode-Island, to take her trial for stealing the mo- 
ney found in her trunk on her last arrival at Worces- 
ter. She said they had gotten every thing in rea- 
diness, and would start the next morning, and there- 
fore very earnestly begged her visitants to return 
with as much expedition as possible, and inform 
the Friend of the dangers which awaited her. 

This unwelcome news so alarmed these two no- 
table ambassadors, that they immediately moutited 
iheir horses, and returned in full gallop to apprize 
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their (loar mistress of the impending danger. Tlif 
.^.'tonc bonst'. Ava?; instantly in an uproar — Jemima 
sent for her friend Atr. W. whose finids, teams, and 
carriages were at her command on all emergencies : 
he ordered up a waggon and horses, and about 
midnight Jemima'and two of her female coadjutors, 
Miih their baggage, under tiie care of a trusty dri- 
ver, started for their "New Jerusalem." Con- 
scious; guilt, and the consequent fear of pursuit and 
^ puni£?Miicnt, rendered these fagitives almost fran- 
tic. Jemimt^ in particular, who had the most to 
fear, constantly urged the driver to push his team, 
n(»r would she permit him to stop a moment for 
re.-t or refreshment. They had a noble span of 
horn :, una ^o diligently and vigorously did they 
pro. .ciUe their flight, that by seven o'clock the 
uexr iitorninsr tiiev arrived at a creek called Bush- 

V_< 4.- 

kill, ii d!r4iiiiv:e of fifty miles from whence they 
jtartcd. K.:! here a s-.u! accident happened, which 
vr.'V nearly cost the lives of the whole party, and 
effectually put an end -o their journe}'. 

This creek, though a small one, had been swol- 
len by recent rains, and now the rapid current fil-* 
led its banks and rendered the passage of our tra- 
vellers aliogeilier impracticable. On their arrival 
they halted for a moment, and called to an old man 
who was standing at a little distance from the op- 
posite shore, and enquired whether they could ford 
the creek with safety ? to which he replied in the 
negative ; but misunderstanding his answer, and 
being goaded on by the fear of pursuit, they im- 
mediately entered the stream. The horses began 
10 swim, the party becatue alarmed, and Jemima^ 
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in an agony of vexation and fright, ordered 
the driver to stop the horses, which was no sooner 
done than the front wheels and axletree separated 
from the residue of the carriage, which, with the 
cargo, floated down the currrent, while the driver 
and horses turned and came out of the water 
near where they had entered. The women scram- 
bled out of the carriage, and one of them seized the 
friendly branches of a little willow which overhung 
the water, and drew herself to the shore. The dri- 
ver plunged into the stream on one side, and the old 
gentleman on the oth^r, and with great hazard and 
difficulty saved the other two. When they brought 
Jemima to the shore she was senseless, and it was 
not without great exertions that they could resusci- 
tate her. In the interim, the trusty driver, who 
was also a disciple, and the two female companions 
. of Jemima's flight were in great perplexity ; they 
began to apprehend that the spirit, which, accord- 
ing to the creed of the Society, had re-animated the 
body of Jemima Wilkinson, and which was to con- 
tinue therein and reign a thousand years, had taken 
a premature flight, and had left them the difficult 
task of accounting for her sudden exit consistently 
with the character which they bad ascribed to her. 
Their fears and sorrows however, soon gave place 
to gladness and joy — Jemima began to exhibit 
symptoms of returning life, and their perseverance 
was at length crowned with the happiness of seeing 
her open her eyes, and hearing her enquire, in faint 
and tremulous accents, what country they were in 9 
They carried her to the house of tlie hospitable 

f2 
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stranger, where she was talcen such care of as hei* 
deplorable siluation required, and his scanty means 
rould furnish. The driver, with the assistance of 
the neighbours, regained the carriage, but the bag- 
gage of the travellers was almost entirely lost. 

Jemima had lain so long in the water in a state 
of insensibility that her health was materially af- 
fected ; she was altogether unable to travel, and 
was therefore compelled, notwithstanding the fears 
which racked her terrified mind, to postpone the 
further prosecution of her journey until the next 
day. 

And here we will leave this worthy group, to 
the full enjoyment of those sensations which the ad- 
ventures of the night, and the disasters of the morn- 
ing, were calculated to produce, and return to our 
friends at Worcester, who by this time are begin- 
ning to stand in great need of our immediate at- 
tention. 

Among the early followers of Jemima, was a 
young woman by the name of Sarah Richardsj 
who had left her husband and joined herself to the 
sisterhood. This person had been left in Rhode- 
Island, as a sort of administratrix to arrange the 
unsettled business, both temporal and spiritual, of 
Jemima, which from the suddenness and secrecy of 
her flight, she had left in rather an unlucky pre- 
^cament. Having hastily patched up matters as 
well as circumstances would admit of, Sarah had 
followed the footsteps of her mistress, and taking 
Philadelphia in her route, had arrived at Worces- 
ter the same day that Jemima did at Bushkill. — 
Sarah, on learning the circumstances of Jemima's 
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^€ond flight, was in as great distress as the others 
had been the night before, not however from tlie 
same cause. Having passed through Philadelphia 
where all was quiet respecting Jemima, and the 
Sheriff not having made his appearance according 
to expectation, she sawrlearly that it was all a mere 
farce — a hoax got up lo test the power of Jemima 
to divine the secrets of men's hearts. Her object, 
therefore, now was, to get information to her as 
soon as possible, and to hasten her return with all 
convenient speed, to assist in devising some myste- 
ry which might so cover the disgrace of her shame- 
ful flight, as to save appearances with the Society, 
and prevent that defection among them which a full 
developement of facts was calculated to produce. 
For this purpose, she applied with great earnest- 
ness to their old friend and supporter, Mr. W. — 
But this man now, for the first time, exhibited some 
symptoms of sanity as respected Jemima and her 
pretensions, ^ince his acquaintance with her. His 
fortune, which was ample, had become considera- 
bly impaired, and his business deranged, partly by 
neglect and partly from the enormous expenses to 
which, on her account, he had been subjected. — 
Jemima had made her approaches to the mind and 
the purse of this unfortunate enthusiast, with such 
skill and address, and increased in her exactions 
so imperceptibly, that he had never found a conve- 
nient place to stop at until she had laid the founda- 
tion of his ruin. During the last residence of Je- 
mima at Worcester, she and her household had sub- 
sisted entirely on his means. They enjoyed the 
use of his best dwelling, two of his farms with all 
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the stock and utensils, and had in their employ the 
principal part of the time, from twelve to fourteen 
of his horses, with saddles, harness, carriages and 
waggons, without money and without price, and 
which they nsed with far less care and economy 
than is usual with the owners of such property.— 
The clothing of Jemima and her principal women, 
was purchased almost exclusively with his money, 
and was of the finest and most expensive kind. — 
By tliese means he had become involved in debt, 
and now began to experience difficulties to which 
he had not previously been accustomed. These 
sat heavy on his mind, and the shock which his 
faith had received, on witnessing the frailty and 
flight of Jemima, had almost determined him to a- 
bandon her interests, and take care of his own.— 
But Sarah Richards was persevering and vehement 
in her importunities. She painted in glowing co- 
lours the hardships and dangers to which the Friend 
would be subjected, by hurrying, without any pre- 
vious preparation, from the walks of civilized man, 
to the haunts of savages and wild beasts — the total 
overthrow of her influence among her Society^ 
which was then large and flourishing, the dishonor 
which would be brought upon her cause, in which 
he was interested in common with herself, and re- 
minded him of the disgrace which would attach to 
him in the eyes of the Society, if he permitted her 
to proceed after the deception had been detected ; 
and moreover flattered him with the prospect of the 
great advancement which Jemima would vouch- 
safe to him, provided he would once more exert 
himself for her benefit and relief; and so success- 
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fully did she appeal to his alternate hopes and fears, 
that the old gentleman at length began to waver, 
and finally consented to go in pursuit of the unfor- 
tunate fugitives. He mounted his best saddle horse 
early tlie next morning, and at evening alighted at 
the house of the honest old man, who had contri- 
buted to the preservation and restoration of Jemima, 
and who was now heartily rejoiced at the prospect 
of being soon rid of his mendicant visitors. Jemi- 
ma was much surprised and alarmed at first sight 
of her old friend, but a moment's explanation dis- 
pelled her fears and raised her drooping spirits. — 
She extolled the goodness of her friend, gave him 
lier warmest thanks for all his kindness, and parti- 
cularly this last instance of his disinterested zeal for 
her welfare, in return for which she promised him 
future happiness witliont measure. 

The next morning t!ie little party gathered up the 
remains of their bagga;^e, which had been saved 
from the flood, and started for Worcester, whither 
they arrived the same evening, worn out with anx- 
iety and fatigue. Jemima confined herself to her 
room until the Sabb?it!i following, when she was o- 
bliged to appear in public and preach to the Socie- 
ty. But a great dilliculty now arose : how was 
she to explain to the Society her unceremonious de- 
parture, and equally sudden return ? The occa- 
sion of her journey too, and whither she had been ? 
These were subjects upon which she knew her fol- 
lowers would expect information, and upon which 
she felt very little inclination to be communicative; 
and moreover she and her two companions had un- 
fortunately lost their beaver hats, and had not had 
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time to replace them with new ones, and they had 
always been accustomed to sit in their public meet- 
ings with their heads covered. Her skill was now 
put to the severest test ; but her prolific mind soon 
devised the means of surmounting all difficulties. — 
The teamster and the two women who shared with 
her in the fatigues and dangers of the journey, were 
charged to give no answers whatever to any inqui* 
ries which might be made on the subject of the jour- 
ney, but to meet with a silent frown, every inqui* 
sitive word or look, and leave her to give such aa 
account of the circumstances as she thought pro<> 
per. When the meeting assembled, they found Je- 
mima and her confidants with their heads bare, a 
circumstance which excited the wonder and com- 
passion of her followers, and the sneers and signifi- 
cant looks of the rest of her audience. She preach- 
ed to the meeting as usual, exhorting them to " run 
with patience the race set before them," and to be 
strong in the faith, and cautioned them against 
prying into matters that did not concern their fu- 
ture welfare. The circumstances which occasion- 
ed her flight, and the untoward accident which 
terminated her journey, were known to but few, and 
these being interested to silence, the whole assum- 
ed an air of mystery and. began to pass oflf without 
much danger of exposure, and in about two 
weeks the Society settled down into the old beaten 
track, and began to wear the aspect of prosperity 
and contentment. But from a circumstance which 
might easily have been foreseen, the whole riddle 
was unfolded, to the no small chagrin and mortifi- 
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cation of Jemima and the fahliful, and to the great 
amusement of the unbelievers. 

The parly on leaving Bushkillliad offered a re- 
ward of ten dollars for the recovery of the three 
beaver hats, {the original cost of which was about 
thirty dollars,) and had left directions where the 
owners resided. The old gentleman at whose house 
Jemima had tarried after her ducking, on making 
diligent search, after the flood had subsided, found 
the hats, and now made his appearance claiming 
the reward. But they had lain so long in the wa- 
ter that they were nearly ruined, and Jemima refu- 
sed to pay the stipulated bounty ; and being now 
safe in the old stone house, fearing no danger from 
the furious current of Bushkill, she could easily dis- 
pense with any further acquaintance with the good 
man, from whom she had nothing further to expect; 
she therefore ordered him to be dismissed without e- 
ven vouchsafing him an audience. This so enraged 
the old gentleman, particularly the refusal to pay 
the promised reward, that he proclaimed Jemima's 
perfidy and ingratitude, together with a full history 
of this ludicrous adventure, throughout the whole 
neighbourhood, and along the road as he returned 
home. However ungrateful this conduct might be 
considered on the part of Jemima, yet it was no 
less impolitic, as it occasioned a full developement 
of her unfortunate and precipitate flight, under cir- 
cumstances not very honorable to her character 
either as a moralist or a divine. Her followers were 
somewhat staggered in their belief of her divinity, 
and those who understood Aer true character, taunt- - 
ingly reminded them of the proverb " the wicked 
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^Assistance in devising ways and niean^ wa^ alw'ays 
accessary to her, were occupied in contriving 
schenies for the good government of the flock, and 
fn arranging matters for their emigration to the 
Lake country. 

In the month of April, 1789, every thing being 
arranged, the' necessary provisions, clothing and 
money being furnished, Jemima took her last and 
long farewell of the town of Worcester, and bent 
her course for the land of promise, accompanied by 
a few of her followers, her trusty cabinet council, 
. baggage, &c. &c. 

In order to induce her followers and friends to 
'accompany her into tlie wilderness, she had labour* 
ed for several months with the utmost assiduity^ 
frequently mentioning the subject in her public dis- 
courses and cvenUig sittings, and on all occasions 
when matters of business were at all discussed ; and 
never failed to paint the scene in tlie most captiva* 
ting colours. She called it the " New Jerusalero,^' 
the '* land of promise, flowing with milk and ho* 
ney ;" where the faithful would enjoy every grati- 
fication without interruption or molestation ; where 
their hopes would be realised and their fears ban- 
ished ; where they should meet with a reward for 
all their toils, dieir sufferings and troubles; where 
they should be relieved fVom the scoffs,' the sneers 
and ridicule of the servants of the devil ; where the 
world's people could not come among them, or dis- 
turb their repose ; in short, where peace and tranqailir- 
ly should reign uninterruptedly, their wants be provi- 
ded for, and their utmost wishes gratified to the end 
of their lives. These bigb wroogbi descriptioai|i 
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together with the iufprmation these people bad re; 
ceived from other sources, respecting what was then 
called the Genesee country, 'Operated powerfully 
vpdn the minds of many, and occasioned consider* 
able emigrations from that neighbourhood about 
this period and for some time after. 

Jemima and her retiune travelled by land to 
Wilksbarre, on the Susquehannah river, where they 
cbi^rtered a boat, in which they came from thenci^ 
by water to Newtown, (Elmira,) in Tioga county. 
She had agreed to pay the boatman a stipulated 
price, besides the services of two young men, who 
came with her, to assist him in setting his boat a- 
gainst the current, which was of consequence to 
him, as he needed a greater number of hands in 
ascending than in descending the river. On tlieir 
arrival at Newtown, Jemima and Sarah Richards 
conspired together to cheat him out of a part of the 
stipulated price, by charging him twenty dollars 
for the services of the two young men, and by i^ 
fusing to pay him any thing unless he would allow 
that charge. The boatman, indignant at such an 
tin worthy contrivance, threatened to prosecute Je* 
mima and Sarah immediately, unless his account 
was paid in its fullest extent. They thereupon cal^ 
led the young men into a private room, and inform* 
ed them that the boatman had agreed to allow, for 
their services, twenty dollars out of the price for 
bringing the cargo, and that they expected to prove 
this fact by them. But they told Jemima and Sa» 
rah, that they had understood the bargain to be 
precisely as stated by the boatman. This reply 
was instantly silenced with a severe frown and po9« 
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itive coBtrftclictlon from Jemima, and tbey wereopA 
dered to go immediately to Mr. S. (the otily ms^ 
gistrate tbeii in that part of the country,) who lived 
about a mile and a half distant, and to inform hint 
that the boatman was endeavoring to cheat Jemi-^ 
ma, and to state to him, that if a prosecution waa 
brought the}' would swear, on the trial, that for ^A^ir 
services a deduction of twenty dollars was to be 
made from the price originally agreed on. Thii 
injunction of these two profligate women, was en- 
forced in the sternest manner, and with a threat of 
tlieir utmost displeasure should they, in their state* 
ment to the magistrate, fall short one tittle from the 
instructions they had received. 

The parents and friends of these unfortunate 
yonng men, had belonged to the Society for many 
years, and they themselves had been educated in 
the faith of Jemima's creed, had been with her and 
in her employment almost from their infancy, had 
been taught to yield implicit obedience to her com-> 
mands, and had been sent on with the Friend and 
iter retinue, to assist them on the way. They were 
now about eighteen years of age, totally inexperi^- 
enced, in a wilderness, far removed from succout, 
and altogether dependant upon Jemima for sup^ 
port ; to retain which they were required to per- 
jure themselves, in order that she might succeed in 
the attempt she was now making to defraud the 
honest labourer of his hire. Their reflections were 
therefore not of the most pleasant kind, as they pen- 
sively pursued their way towards the residence of 
the magistrate*; and what heightened their per- 
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pleiky was, that both were determined never to 
perform the task assigned them,' or any part of it^' 
and ea^h was at the same time tgnoraot of the osi- 
er's thoughts, and was afraid to break silence for 
fear his companion should not agree with him, and 
he should therefore be turned adrift, alone and in a 
wilderness. But to quit Jemima together, in case 
of extremity, would be far less distressing than t» 
perform what she required of them. Having tra« 
iielied some distance, they seated themselves on a log 
by the way side to rest ; after exchanging a few 
significant looks, one of them said to his compan* 
ion, '< I had rather go back than to proceed any 
further ;" and to his great relief^ the otiier immedi- 
ately reciprocated the same sentiment, and thereupon 
an explanation took place between them. They 
proceeded, liowever, and called on the magistrate^ 
who received and entertained them very hospita- 
bly — gave ibem a good dinner, and answered all 
lheir«nquiries respecting the new country. They 
then returned to Uieir mistress, with a full determi- 
nation to leave her instantly, if sfae censured them 
ibr disobeying ber unboly commands. On tl>eir 
arrival, Jemima enquired as to the success of their 
mission, and received for answer, that they knew 
very well that the boatman was entitled to bis mo* 
ney, that tbey had not troubled themselves or the 
inagistrate on the subject, aad that she might settlt 
with him as she pleased, but must not call on them 
as witnesses. Jemima immediately told them to 
say nolbing further on the subject, and she would 
pay the rascal and let him go about his bue^iioe??, 
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^ which was instantly doae^ and ^hc>re tlie mattcf 

Jemima in a few days after fonnd means. to con* 
\ey her goods and chatties to tlie tract of ladd, 
fvhich was purchased for her about this time, in the 
neighbourhood of the Seneca and Crooked Lakes, 
where she had the pleasure of meeting with a nuin- 

' ber of her disciples and foilowisrs from Rhode-'Iri* 
and. From this timcf forward, considerable acces- 

• sions to the Society took place, by the emlgratioii 
of her friends from New-England and Pennsylva* 

' nia, until their numbers were estimated at about a 
hundred souls. 

In looking back through the career of this ex* 
traordinary woman, it is worthy of remark, that 
by her extravagance, her deceptions and fVands, 
she nearly ruined her best friends and most wealthy 
followers, both in New-England and Pennsylvania. 
The gentleman, in whose house she for a long 
time resided, in North Kingstown, and from wiidni 
she received the greatest hospitality and kindneSB, 
found himself so embarrassed, and his affairs so de- 
ranged, after the elopement of Jemima from that 
country, that he was obliged to sell his plantation^ 
to extricate himself from his debts and diffioulties; 
The robbery of the Treasury added much to those 
difficulties, for Jemima had so managed that busi* 
jioss,asto iroplicatea connexion of his family in thaC 
ibul transaction, to save whom, and the credit 0f 

' his friend, he was obliged to repay ihe money, wvtb 
the exception of what was foand in Jemima's trutik 
at Worcester. Thiit gentleman collected togetiier 
f^c wfcck of an ample fortune, and with his fami^ 
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-removed to the county of Ontario, near the Crook^ 
ed Lake, soon after she absconded from Rhode-Isl- 
and. With Jemima's, devoted friend, Mr. W. of 
Worcester, it fared still worse. Hurried on from 
^ne step to another, without sufficiently reflecting 
upon the consequences which roust necessarily en- 
sue, the foundation of his ruin was laid before be 
was at all aware of it. His property was dissipaf* 
ted, his business deranged, and himself loaded with 
•debts which he could not Wscharge without sacri- 
ficing his real estate, which consisted of three very 
large and valuable farms, in a high state of culti* 
vation, and capable of yielding a handsome reve- 
jdue. After striving for nearly three years to re- 
deem his shattered fortune, he at length sunk under 
the pressure of his embarrassments. He disposed 
of all his property, and with the little pittance thai 
remained after paying his debts, followed Jemima 
to the *^ land of promise." The embarrassitients 
into which many others were led, in consequence 
-of their connexion with this Society, compelled 
them to dispose of their property, and retire into 
4he new country, where lands could be obtained 
cheap, and where by industry and economy, they 
jiave since obtaitied very handsome estates. 

Jemima gave t?hat part of the country in wbidv 
they settled, the name of Jerusalem, and lost n^ 
lime in organising her Society under the old disci^ 
pline, and soon had the satisfacticm of seeing beY 
prospects begin to brighten. From the wreok c# 
the two old Societies, and the few additions fponn 
tt^carty settlers in her neighbourhood}; her follow- 
ers became more aumerous, and being fer remoV" 
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ed from any means of religious instraction, excepts 
ing what her teaching afforded, they were more 
easily governed, than at any former period of her 
oninistry. 

They e^enerally purchased lands, and held them 
in their individual rights, each being the separate 
possessor and owner of whatever he brought with 
bim, or afterwards acquired. The common-stock 
project was abandoned, and instead thereof, voIuh' 
tary donations and coflributions were substituted, 
and paid in money, labour, cattle, and other per^ 
«onal property, according to tlie ability and incli* 
nation of the members of the Society. 

Sarah Richards bad some money of her own, 
which, together with what Jemima had obtained by 
pretences and practices which need not be again 
described, was laid out in the purchase of lands, 
and some donations in land were also made, so that 
the tract selected and purchased for Jemima and 
the sisterhood, amounted to about fourteen hundred 
acres. This tract was extremely well chosen, be- 
iog in a healthful and pleasant situation, the lands 
having generally an eastern and southern aspect, 
finely wooded with tlie sugar maple, occasionally 
^terspersed with the majestic oak and lofty pine, 
and the soil ofihe first quality for agriculture. As 
it suited the conveaience of Jemima to appear to 
have nothing to do with matters of bosiaess, aud- 
io have her attention altogether turned from World* 
]y to spiritual concerns, the deeds for these tracts 
^land were executed to Sarah Richards, who was 
to be considered the trustee of Jemima and the 
sisterhood^ 
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Sarah coniiaacd the ostensible owner of the '{^ro* 
perty, and had the general direction of the busi* 
ness of the establishment, which was conducted io 
her name, until her death, which happened in the 
year 1794. At her death she willed the principal 
part of her property to liaekel Malin^ a respccta*^ 
ble young woman who bad resided some years itp 
llie family of Jemima. 

The Members of the Society purchased iheirJ 
lands in ^veralty, and located themselves where^ 
the situation and quality of the soil suited tliem 
best, without regard to the immediate vicinity of 
tlielr mistress. The lands selected for the accoin- 
modation of Jemima were situated on a gentle ac- 
clivity near the head of the west branch of Crook- 
ed Lake, and about twelve miles west of the Sene* 
ca Lake. She remained among her followers 
antil a dwelling was erected and sufficient improve- 
ments made to enable her family to support them- 
selves without nn imme(liate reliance upon the mem- 
bers of the Society. Her household now consist? 
ed of Sarah Richards and her daughter Eliza, Ra- 
chel Malin, and four or five malt ami nine or tea 
female domestics, in all about eighteen persons. — 
These servants were men, women and girls, who 
had, in the excess of their devotion, given them- 
selves entirely up to the governance and controul 
of Jemima, doing all her drudgery both within and 
without, being content to receive for their services 
a mere subsistence in addition to the happiness of 
being near the beloved Friend. 

Besides the assistance she derived from the la- 
b9nr of these persons in clf^aring and cultivafini^ 
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ber farm, she received donations in labour every 
year to a considerable arooant from the other mein* 
bers of the Society. In fact it was, for many yearf 
after their settlement in Jerusalem, a standing rulf 
among them to turn out and grataitously plant and 
hoe the Friend's corn, sow and reap her wktcat, and 
cut and gather in her hay, even in preference to 
attending (o similar concerns for themselves. Oqi 
these occasions they were accustomed to meet on a 
day appointed, bringing with them their provuiooc 
and teams; and it was often matter of emulation 
amongst them who should be on the ground first in 
the morning, insomuch that it happened not un- 
frequently that even those who had several miles to 
travel, arrived by the time it was light enough to 
commence their labours. The moment their work 
was done, they retired quietly to their respective 
homes, taking care to give Jemima no trouble ot 
expense, nor by any means to convey the idea that 
she had received any thing to which she was not 
entitled, or that they had done aught but their du« 
ty. There is not to be found, perhaps, in the an- 
nals of humAu society, an ini^tance of such strict, 
uniform and persevering fidelity and devotion to 
any leader, as was shown by these people to Je- 
mima. Whatever inconsistencies or absurdities 
they might be guilty of in other respects, in this 
one thing they were uniform and consistent. As 
to the motives or incentives which induced them to 
the constant acquiescence in, and performance of,, 
these duties, it would be difficult to determine, and 
is perhaps not material ; but it is a fact, that .their 
(ionduct in this res|>ect, (if in no otber,^ corr^spood- 
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ed precisely with their professions, so that to b# 
thought even tardy in tlie performance of theiie 
tasks was considered by their] selves as derogatory 
to their character and standing in the Society. In 
'this manner Jemima^s interests were promoted, sml 
-her warns provided for, according to the plan she 
liad originally laid on taming her attention to the 
Clenesee co»n^ry. She derived a great advantage 
^Iso from another circumstance, which was proba* 
biy a strong inducement to her to attempt remov* 
ing her family and Society into the wilderness. It 
lurned out as she had correctly anticipated, that 
the early settlers in many parts of that country were 
for a long time deprived of the ordinary means of 
religious instnirtion, or of educating their children; 
she therefore had lime effectually to confirm her 
followers in the belief of those tenets which she had 
taught them ; whereby she was enabled to govero 
them with uncontrolled sway, and to draw from 
them the means of an easy and comfortable sup- 
port, during the residue of her life. 

Shortly after settling in Jerusalem, Jemima con- 
ceived the idea of converting the Indians to the 
faith of her divinity, and on severaj occasions made 
advances towards them for that purpose. Had she 
possessed or pursued any rational system of reli- 
gious and moral instruction, her attempts to civilize 
and christianize them would have been praise^wor^ 
thy, and success in her labors would have benefit* 
ed this uiffortunate race of human beings. But 
considering the nature of the faith in which she 
wonld have iostrucied them, it may be coi»ideietl 
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problematical whether they would have gained 
much by her teaching. 

When the treaty was held with the Indians at 
Canaudaigua, she repaired thither, and i^4iile the 
Commissioners and their assistants were engaged 
with the Sachems and Warriors in deep consnlta* 
tion, she suddenly entered the Council Hall, and 
without any previous notice or introduction, com- 
fncnced praying most vehemently. The abrupt 
entrance df Jemima, and the temporary snspensiod 
of business, gave great umbrage to the Indians, 
who testified their impatience and dissatisfaction^ 
by sneers, frowns and grimaces. The Sachems 
and head men of the tribes, were not accustomed 
to interruption in their deliberations, particularly 
from women. Those of minor consideration, who 
took no part in the negociations, together with the 
gquaws and pnppooses, were busily examining and 
admiring blankets, knives, beads, jewels and other 
trinkets, brougiit here as presents for them, and a-r 
bout which they cared much more than for Jemi- 
ma^s prayers. Her presence was therefore ex- 
ceedingly offensive to them all. Having ended her 
long prayer, or rather harangue, she attentively 
surveyed her auditors, in order to discover what ef- 
fect it had produced upon them ; but her mortifi* 
cation was equal to her disappointment, on finding 
that the moment she ceased speaking, the assembly 
resumed their business without taking the least no* 
tice of her or her company. She therefore left them 
immediately, and returned to her much beloved 
and far more deluded followers in Jerusalem^.poii'* 
dering deeply upon the ungracious reception she 
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had met with, and vainly endeavoring to divine ll)e 
canses of that obstinacy which she had discovered 
among the poor Indians. To gain their attention 
and confidence had been with her a favorite object 
since her arrival in the country, and she had ac- 
cordingly embraced the first opportunity. Her ill 
success in this enterprize, did not, however, discour- 
age her from making a further efibrt. These peo- 
ple were mostly ignorant of the principles of the 
christian religion — were fond of novelty, and by 
perseverance she might gain their confidence, and 
in process of time inveigle them into a grant of 
some of their valuable lands. She would moreover 
gain great celebrity by converting the savages, and 
in that way, add considerably to her renown as a 
pfophet. For these or some other reasons, per- 
haps equally cogent, she determined on embracing 
the next opportunity for a similar attempt. 

The treaty which was held with the Indians at 
Newtown, was attended by a deputation from the 
Oneidas, a considerable party of whom travelled 
by water, and in passing up the Seneca Lake, they 
encamped and spent the Sabbath at a place called 
Norris' Landing, in the immediate neighbourhood 
of a part of Jemima's settlement. She seized this 
opportunity ofpreachingtothem, and in the course 
of her address, attempted to persuade them tiiat she 
was Jesus Christ, their Saviour. The audience 
listened to the speaker apparently with great at- 
tention. When she had finished her discourse, one 
of their party rose and delivered a short and ani- 
mated address to his countrymen, in their own 

H 
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Imirunge. Jemima having seated herself besiJe 
the Interpreter, who accompanied the Indians, de- 
sired him to explain to her the language of the 
speaker. When the Indian had ended his discourse, 
lie enquired of the Interpreter what the conversa- 
tion had been between him and his white siscer, and 
on being informed that she had requested an in- 
terpretation of his words, he fixed his eye sternly 
upon her, and pointing his finger, said in broken 
English, " Me tliink you arc no Jesus Christ if 
you don't know what poor Indian say — he know 
what Indian say as well as any thing," and imme- 
diately turned contemptuously away from her, and 
neither he nor any of his party took any further no- 
tice of her. 

Whatever ideas these people might have enter- 
tained on the subject of religion, they had loo much 
sagacity !o believe in a Saviour wlio could not un- 
derstand their language. This occurrence has been 
minutely detailed here, because the substance of it 
has been related with many variations; and the de- 
tection of Jemima's imposture by the cunning of 
an Indian, who addressed her in his own dialect, has 
been erroneouslv ascribed to tl^e celebrated Indian 
chief Red Jacket. 

As the settlement and cultivation of a new coun- 
try increases the value of wild lands, those who 
possessed prudence and forecast readily perceiv-ed 
the advantages which would result from securing 
to tliemselves as extensive tracts as their means 
would enable them. This subject w as understood 
by no one belter than by Jemima, nor was any 
one more e^ger to profit by tlie early acquirement 
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of freehold estates. But as licr funds were nearly 
exhausted, and the contributions hereafter to be 
expected from her followers were to be paid in 
labour and specific articles, it was extremely diiKv- 
cult for her to raise money for making new purcha- 
ses. A variety of expedients were therefore resort- 
ed to, with the view of adding to her domains, in 
which she met with little success. It happened, 
however, that in one or two instances, considerable 
bequests in landed property were made to her by 
her followers, to whom she had access durhig their 
last illness, but from the want of legal skill in those 
who drew the wills, and their reluctance to call in 
the assistance of professional men, those grants were 
inoperative, and the lands afterwards descended to 
the heirs at law of the testators. In one instance, 
an extensive and valuable tract of land was willed 
to the "Universal Friend's Society;" but as this So- 
ciety, not being a body corporate or politic, was in- 
capable of receiving a grant, the heirs of the do- 
nor, some years after his decease, went into pos- 
session of the premises, and Jemima, on consulting 
her Counsel, and finding she had no title to the 
property, either at law or inequity, abandoned her 
claim to one of the best speculations of her whole 
life. 

Sarah Richards possessed some lands which she 
had purchased, and held as private property, inde- 
pendently of, and unconnected with, the estates 
which she held in trust for Jemima, the latter of 
which she devised by her will^to Rachel Malin,and 
the former to her daughter Eliza. Some time after 
the deatli of Sarah, Eliza Richards becoming dirr- 
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giistcd with the monotonous and slavish service of 
her mistress, sought refuge from tl)e tyranny of 
Jemima, in the arms of a husband — which so exas- 
perated the old lady, that, notwithstanding lier 
former obligations to Sarah Richards, and the fond- 
ness and friendship which she had professed for 
Elizn, she became from that moment her irrecon- 
cilable and deadly enemy. After interdicting mat- 
rimony among her followers, she had always coo- 
Bidered the marriage of any of her disciples as an 
act of separation from the Society, and as a fall 
from grace, and denounced them as heretics accord- 
ingly. But in this instance, it was not the mere 
violalion of one of the fundamental articles of her 
jtrange creed which excited her enmity ; she had 
placed her avaricious eye upon the property of this 
unhappy orphan, and fondly hoped to retain her 
imder her charge until she arrived at an age which 
would enable her to convey her lands, when she in- 
tended, by tin'eats or flattery, to induce Eliza to 
add her inheritance to the fortune of the "Univer- 
sal Friend." But the marriage of this person ef- 
fectually frustrated her schemes, and placed the 
property forever beyond lier reach, unless she could 
invent some new fraud whereby she might obtain 
possession of it. 

The Will of Sarah Richards was still in her 
possession, and an attempt was made so to alter il, 
as to divert the devise from Eliza to another per- 
son. A controversy afterwards arose in relati<>n to 
some of the properly mentioned in the Will, whicli 
rendered its production at the trial necessary, when 
tlie alteration was detected, which would have 4es- 
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troyed its validity, had not that alteration been ad* 
judged to be in itself immaterial. Thus the igno- 
ranee of ihose who undertook this forgery saved 
Jemima from the loss of what was really intended 
to be given her. 

Although she pretended to devote lierself entire- 
ly to spiritual concerns, and to be altogether ab- 
stracted from the business of this world, yet her ap- 
petite for gain was probably as sharp as that of 
any other person. Indeed, such was her avarice, 
and so irregular was the manner in which her secu- 
lar concerns were conducted, that she became in- 
volved in a variety of legal controversies, and the 
last sixteen years of her life were spent in a contin- 
ued series of litigation. The suits, it is true, weie 
neither prosecuted nor defended in her name, yet 
it is not to be supposed for a moment that she was 
not the real party litigant, or that it was not her in- 
terests exclusively which were to be injured or pro- 
moted by the result. It would perhaps be unrea- 
sonable to suppose her always in the wrong, or 
that chicanery was not sometimes resorted to by 
her opponents, in these contests for properly. But 
the cunning and management of this crafty woman, 
and the blind devotion of her disciples, were such 
that had she understood the legal effect of instru- 
ments in writing, the forms of law, and what was 
necessary to be proved, as well as she did the gov- 
ernment of her flock, she must have been a most 
potent adversary to contend with. Indeed, it has 
been often remarked in her vicinity, that whenever 
she could anticipate what was necessary to be ^,ub- 

h2 
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stantiatcil on an approaching trial, she was sure to 
lurnisii t'Dc means, iVoin among her followers, to 
provr if. T!\e propriety and force of this remark 
wiii \io at once appreciated by all those who have 
fittcncled their trials for a series of years, and seen 
tjjc cros? perjuries which have been committed by 
interested and suborned witnesses. Oaths, it is 
said, have become, in latter years, much cheapen- 
f'l, and from the great multiplicity of cases where- 
in they have been rendered necessary by law, their 
saiiCtity hn? probably been much impaired. But 
with some of the follovvers of Jemima, it appeared 
to have Ijcen a matter of eoiirse, to affirm (swear- 
ing bei'va prohibited by their religion) according 
lo the dircTtions which she gave them. It happen- 
ed not un frequently, that she would summon before 
her those whom she intended to employ as witnes^ 
ses on an approaching trial, and detail to them> 
with the utmost minuteness, the facts and circum- 
stances to which they must affirm ; and,in order that 
they might be able to remember, and attest distinct- 
ly to all she had instructed them to say, she would 
compel them to repeat their lesson to her, until they 
could do it with sufficient exactness and fluency to 
answer her purpose. Moreover, to strengthen them 
in the belief, that it was their duty to testify as she 
had bidden them, she would state to them, that they 
must knotv that the facts were as the Friend had 
told them, that they had " the word of the 
Lord for the truth of them," and that they need 
not be afraid of men, who would not hurt them for 
ieslifying as she directed them, that " roan could, at 
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most, only kill the body, but the Lord could kill 
the soul." 

The effects of this cabinet discipline has been 
often seen on the trial of causes in which the 
" Friend," or some favourite follower, was interes- 
ted. On one of these occasions, a young woman, 
belonging to the Society, was produced as a wit- 
ness, who affirmed to the existeivce of certain facts 
which, if true, would entitle the defendant^ who was 
also a follower, to a verdict. To rebut this evi- 
dence, a sister of hers, who did not belong to the 
Society, was sworn, whose testimony was in direct 
contradiction to that of the other, and was so 
strongly corroborated by that of other witnesses, 
and a variety of circumstances, as to satisfy the 
audience of the truth of her statement. Yet such 
was the hardihood and determined purpose of the 
defendant, and such the preparation which had been 
made to meet all emergencies, that he infroduced 
the mother of the two witnesses to prove that the 
one who had testified against the interests of the 
defendant was so great a liar that no reliance 
could be placed upon any thing she might say. — 
This graceless task the unblushing and unfeeling 
mother performed with apparent satisfaction, and 
with such eagerness to blast the character of her 
flaughter, as to destroy, in a great measure, the ef- 
fect she intended to produce, and to disclose most 
clearly the foul means which had been resorted to 
for the purpose of enabling the defendant to escape 
justice. This must undoubtedly have been the o- 
pinion of the Jury, as they, wiihout difficulty, re- 
turned a verdict for the plaintiff. 
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On another occasion one of the faithful was 
drawn as a Juror in a very important cause, de- 
pending against one of the brethren, on a promis- 
sory note given by him for a debt of Jemima's.— 
This man was apparently near sixty years of age> 
and one of the most venerable and holy looking 
men in the Society. His grisly betird, his hard 
and weather beaten countenance, his broad drab 
coat, with huge gaping pockets dangling against 
his thighs, and long slouch under jacket, approach- 
ing his knees, seemed to look down from their 
proud eminence upon the wicked worldly fash- 
ions with which they were surrounded ; and togeth- 
er with his sanctimonious longitude of face, were 
€uflicient to convince a stranger that he had not 
committed a solitary sin in more than half a centu- 
ry. On answering to his name, he was objected 
to by the counsel for the plaintiff, on the ground of 
his having declared his opinion that " the note up- 
on which the suit was brought was a forgery," — 
that " the defendant was not indebted to the plain- 
tiff," and that " the plaintiff ought not to recover a 
verdict against him." Old Primitive was then put 
upon his affirmation, and interrogated by the 
Chief Justice as to his having made such declara- 
tions, or any others of a similar import, to all of 
which, he promptly answered in the negative, with 
a steady and firm voice, with unvarying features, 
and rigidity of countenance which resembled the 
face of a brazen image. The Juror having thus 
purged himself of all biass and prepossession touch- 
ing the matter to be tried, the Judge overruled the 
objection, and the'plaintiff thereupon submitted tea 
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non-suit, rather than proceed in the trial with a man 
on the jury who was predetermined never to agrefr 
to a verdict against the defendant ; and the next 
diay the Grand Jury (then in session) presented a 
bill of indictment against old Primitive, for perju- 
ry, committed by him in answering to those inter- 
rogatories, which Indictment was found upon the 
oaths of three gentlemen of respectability for vera- 
city, who heard him make all those declarations not 
two hours before he was called upon and denied 
them under the sanction of his affirmation. On 
ihe trial of this indictment, the miserable old man 
made a technical escape from justice, being acquit- 
ted in consequence of the non-production of a 
record of the cause, pending the trial of which the 
perjury had been committed. 

To detail all the various litigations and contro- 
versies in which Jemima was embroiled for many 
years, some of which remained unsettled at the 
time of her death, would be a tedious and almost 
endless task. Enough has already been stated to 
diow that notwithstanding all her pretentions to ab- 
straction from worldly cares and considerations^ 
she possessed an almost insatiable thirst for wealth, 
without much regard to the means by which it was 
to be acquired. 

• It was the custom of Jemima, in the early part 
of her career, to preach to her flock twice in each 
week, besides attending on funerals and other cxn 
traordinary occasions. Her stated days for hold- 
ing meetings were Saturdays and Sundays, the 
latter of which was considered more particularly ai? 
<mcred time, and strictly observed as sugb; but Sa- 
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turday was treated as a day of relaxation from bu- 
siness, to attend meetings, hear lectures and moral 
discourses the better to prepare their minds for the 
more solemn devotions of the Sabbath ; but they 
were not required to abstain altogether from secular 
concerns. On her settlement in this countl-y, how- 
ever, she pretended to discover that the seventh day 
of the week, or " what the world calls Saturday," 
was the real Sabbath, and that part of time which 
ought to be kept holy and occupied exclusively in 
exercises of piety and devotion. This she said was- 
revealed to her immediately from Heaven, in a vis- 
ion ; the strictest observance of this new item in 
ber creed was therefore required } yet she still held 
public meetings on the Sabbath, -^ in compliance 
with ihe customs of the world." She also institu- 
ted •* evening sittings," as they were called. These 
TTere held every evening in the v/eek, or as often aS' 
the members ci>ose to assemble at her house. On 
these occasions liberty was given for any one to 
speak who fell disposed ; but it rarely ever hap- 
pened that any of her tribe would venture to preach 
in her presence, so lliat generally their " evening 
sittings" broke up without a word being said by 
any one of them. These were called " mute meet- 
ings," and were, without doubt, extremely edify- 
ing, for by persevering in an uninterrupted silence 
for an hour together, an excellent opportunity w«is 
afforded for reflection and contemplation, while 
they were in no danger of being led astray by the 
mistakes of their teaclier. 

Having succeeded in establishing a Society, res- 
pectable in point of numbers, who were devoted to 
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her interests, and unconditionally submissive to her 
authority, and having acquired a considerable 
landed estate, which was daily becoming more val- 
uable by cultivation, and by tlie rapid settlement 
of the country, Jemima now found herself in an el- 
igible situation, andwoiild doubtless have wished to 
remain on earth, to enjoy the fruits of her fatigues 
and hazards, for a thousand years. The produce 
of her farm, together with the constant donations 
from her supporters, enabled her to live in perfect 
ease and plenty. Her house was constantly supplied 
with all the necessaries and some of the luxuries of 
life. She had many visitants, among whom were 
sometlmesstrangersof distinction, who having heard 
of her fame from afar, called to gratify their curiosi- 
ty, or to become acquainted with a person who had 
been the subject of much speculation and enquiry. 
These she never failed to entertain with the great- 
est hospitality, and always strove to impress them 
with favoraljle opinions of herself as a divine, and 
ber attentions aad exertions on such occasions were 
generally graduated according to the rank which 
she supposed her guests held in Society. The ex- 
penses to wbich her establishment was thereby sub- 
jected, were provided for by her followers in 
due proportions, according to their means, with- 
out a murmur, as they considered it an honor 
done the Society to have the Friend visited by 
people of rank and standing in the world. 

Jemima continued to preach to her followers re- 
gularly until a short time before her death, holding 
meetings statedly at her own house, and occasion- 
ally travelling into diflerent parts of the settlement 
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to accoraiBodate those who lived at a distance. Iii 
these excursions she usually rode in her carriage, 
attended by some favourite of her little commr.niiy. 
In the latter years of her life she remained much 
at home, and sometimes secluded herself altogether 
from company, excepting her confidants and select 
visitors. She grew fleshy and corpulent, and at 
lengtli became affected with the dropsy. Her ni|- 
tural love of ease, together with the fatigue of tra- 
velling, occasioned her to lay aside her usual excur- 
sions among the faithful, and her bodily exercises^ 
which had never been great, were nearly discon^- 
tinued. Her malady increased apace, and for 
more than two years previous to her death she en- 
dured much pain and distress. To consult a Phy- 
.■sician was beneath the dignity, and inconsistent 
with the character, which she had assumed, and at 
her advanced age but little hope could be enter- 
tained of arresting the progress of a disease of so 
formidable a character. She resigned herself to 
the fate which sheconsideredinevitable, and patient- 
ly waited the event ; being probably more anx- 
ious to perpetuate a belief in her divinity than to 
protract a lingering and miserable existence. The 
pleasures of youth and the enjoyments of riper 
years had fled forever ; and the evening of her 
days had not brought with it those consolations 
which a christian enjoys in a retrospective survey 
of a long life, devoted to the care and instructiou 
of his children, the exercises of charity and benev- 
olence, and to the acknowledgment and service of 
• his Redeemer. But she bore the pains of her dis- 
ease with surprising fortitude, and made it a point 
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iwver to complain, or sbo>v tlic least impatience (in 
the presence of visiiors) on account of what she 
suffered. Her whole system had now become af- 
fected^ and every symptom strongly indicated an 
^pxoaching and. speedy dissolution. Yet such 
'was the delusion of her infatuated followers, that 
tbey would have been more easily persuaded that 
the final consummation of all things was at hand 
than that the life of their Idol was drawing to a 
<c]ose. To tfaq usual enquiry "How does the 
JS'riend f " they gave the foolish answer, ** The 
Friend is weUer" for as J^niinm wa£, in their opin- 
ion, Osgood a being as they had any knowledge of, 
it would be profans^tion in them to say she ivas 
hetier. T4tey admitted that the " tabernacle which 
tbe Friend inhabited" was deranged and disordered, 
but denied that she was sick cm* would die, and ex- 
hibited evidept symptoms of impatience and vexa* 
tion whenever the probability of such an event was 
mentioned to them. With Jetnima, however, the 
case was far different. Sire knew full well the 
course of human nature, and that like all mankind 
she .most die, and her l^ody moulder in the grave, 
the house appoint&d forall living. She was aware 
that her whole system was pervaded with disease, 
and that deaths' approach, though slow, was yet 
regular and certain, and had already seized the vi- 
tal parts. Tbe day preceding her death, she sta- 
ted to those about her, that she must soon leave 
them. Towards 'evening, finding herself fast fail- 
ing, she again said, "My friends, I must soon de- 
part— I am going — this night I leave ye." She 

I 
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died '(^bout 2 o'clock in the morning of Thursday^ 
ihe first day of Julj', 1819. 

A few of llie more intelligent part of her flock 
Lad expected that her disease would terminate her 
earthly career, find were prepared for the event. — 
They therefore admilted and lamented the " de- 
parture of the Friend." But the major part of them 
1 ou!d not, and did not believe she was dead, or that 
she '' had departed," until compelled by the reali- 

^y } ^^^y ^^^^''* ^^'^^ ^'^® enthusiastic devotion of some 
of the fuittiful, that when they were informed that 
Jemima was dead, they denied the fact most stoutly, 
and disdainfully repelled the idea as an insult of"* 
fered to their understandings, and to the deity they 
worshi[)pi:d, and said the Friend would " live to see 
all the wicked cut off from the earth." So great 
was their zeal and faith in her cause, that they 
started immediately to go and visit the "beloved,^ 
and inform her of the injustice done her by these 
evil reports which the wicked had raised against 
her. But on their arrival, and meeting the awful 
renliiy in stich a manner as to preclude the possi- 
bility of evasion without denying the evidence of 
their own senses, thoy w ere utterly confounded, and 
the vacant'stareand mute astonishment depicted in 
their countenances, betrayed their perplexity, their 
doubts and tlieir fears. And when their powers of 
speech returned, tlvey lainented, in doleful accents, 
their unprotected condition, said ibay were like 
sheep without a shepherd, and knew not what to 
do— that they had entertained no apprehensions 
that the " beloved" was about to leave them, or 
i)iut the Friend' intended to depart and withdraw 
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tier protection from them. But to allay the fears 
and remove the doubts, of tliese miserable devotees 
was no very difficult task, and the means of produ- 
cing this effect were already prepared. As a part 
of her creed, Jemima bad taught her disciples to 
believe that she was something more than 
a mere* human being, and in order to secure 
their respect and adoration of her memory after 
her death, it was necessary to perpetuate that sys- 
tem of faith and practice in which they l>ad been 
educated ; and two or three of the most crafiy 
members of this holy sisterhood were interestod in 
lending their assistance to acconiplisli this desira- 
ble obji!Ct ; hence it is not improbable that the ex- 
planation relative to her " departure" was previ- 
ously prepared to suit the present occasion. These 
worthies accordingly received their wondering 
fellow followers with as good a grace as possible, 
and informed them that the Friend had suddenly 
and unexpectedly left them, that they were exceed- 
ingly sorrowful thereat, but that it was their duly 
to be resigned to the will of the Lord, " for the 
beloved Friend knew what was best for them, that 
she Jiad a right to depart, and that they must not re- 
pine," And moreover that " the beloved had not 
in fact left them, her spirit had only left the taber- 
nacle of clay which it had inhabited, and was still 
with them, and ministering unto their spiritual 
wants and necessities, and would secure their final 
and eternal happiness, provided they should obey 
her precepts and continue firm in the faith unto the 
end." This most comfortable explanation an- 
swei^d the end for which it was designed. Tliey 
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were exceedingly rejoiced on learning that their 
"dearly beloved friend was not a mere mortal 
woman, as had been vainly imagined by a wicked 
world," their fears and doubts were immediately 
removed, their faith renewed, and they again set- 
tled down into their former stupidity, determined to 
persevere unto the end, and await in sullen silence 
the salvation which Jemima had promised them« 

Jemima had given orders that her body should 
be kept as long as possible, four days at the least, 
before they '* laid lier away," for as to burying her, 
that idea was altogether inadmissible. The body 
was placed in a coffin, in the lid of which was in« 
serted a pane of glass, so tiiat the face could be 
seen without opening the coffin. The members of 
the Society were allowed access to the room, where 
she was lying in state, for the purpose of taking a 
last and lingering look at the " Friend's face," un- 
til Friday evening, Avhen the corpse became so ex- 
tremely ofTcnsive that they were obliged to remove 
it into the cellar, sifter which none but the Cabinet 
Council were permitted to approach it. Ou Satur- 
day a considerable number of people assembled al 
her late residence, in the expectation of seeing the 
corpse, and of joining in the funeral solemnities ; 
but in this they were disappointed ; the religious 
exercises were performed and the assembly i3ismis>- 
sed as usual, without any allusion to the death o£ 
Jemima, her funeral or interment ; and those whose 
minds bad been occupied on these subjects, retired 
as wise as they came. On Sunday the followers 
again assembled-, and, as an expectation generally 
prevaileJ throughout tli;; neighbourhood that the 
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last sad duties of the living to the dead, wonld now 
be performed, a great concourse of people atten- 
ded. Among them were several persons of the 
Quaker denomination, some of whom, being mov- 
ed by sympathy and benevolence, had travelled a 
considerable distance to visit this Society in their 
present affliction. But these people needed not 
their condolence or theiir company ; they consider- 
ed them as spies, or drawn together from idle curi- 
osity, and exhibited strong symptoms of vexation 
and jealousy at the attendance of so many strangers, 
and plainly intimated that they would much rather 
liave been left to ^' manage their own afihirs in tifeir 
own way b" The Quakers were particularly ob- 
noxious to them, and were treated with much rude- 
ness. 

Jemima had been repulsed m all her advances 
towards them^ in the early part of her career, and 
having succeeded in forming a sect of her own, and 
fearing that an acquaintance and intercourse with 
them would, from the similarity of some of their 
manners and customs, tend to incorporate her peo- 
ple with the Society of Friends, and thus sap the 
foundations of her independent government, she 
had taught her disciples to look upon tiiem witli 
contempt and abhorrence. On the present occa- 
sion this temper was particularly manifested ; they 
refused to hold any communion with them, and 
those who wished to see and speak with' the friends- 
of the deceased were put off with feigned excuses 
and frivolous pretences. All the rooms in the house 

except the •' public meeting room," were locked. 

i2 



102 • HISTORY OP 

■and every thing visible wore the aspect o( gloom 
.and jmptery. Some of the visitors enquired Ibe 
cause of such treatment to strangers, to which they 
replied " we have obeyed orders"—** we liave or- 
ders fur all we do." As this was one of their sta- 
ted days ' for worship the rales of the Society could 
not be dispensed with. The person who preached 
on this occasion was one of the most garraloas 
sisters of the whole tribe, and she, with the view^ 
no doubt, of wearing out the patience of the audi- 
ence, continned speaking as long as she coald find 
any thing to say, nor did she then give up the 
point, until by repeating her vagrant ideas and 
cant phrasps many times over, she was driven to 
fileiice by fatigne and exhaustion. 

When the usual exercises were ended a desire 
was expressed by some of tlie audience to bear 
one of the Quakers preach, and as no aeeoromoda- 
tiou was allowed there in the bouse, they Assembled 
under some shade trees bard by, when the speaker 
rose and delivered an eloquent and affectionate ad« 
dress, and concluded with a fervent prayer. Tbe 
assembly were much pleased with the disconrteaud 
prayer of this stranger, and expressed their sain- 
faction to each other, saying ^* sarely these are 
the words of truth abd soberness." These iodiea- 
ttons of approbation disturbed the composure and 
excited the jealousy of tbe leaders of the Society, 
and one of them rose and inveighed most bitterly 
against the Quakers, and among other thmgs said 
she had foreseen in a vision tbe coming of these 
slr9Qge people, that they bad been sent by the devil 
to bring discord add confusion among the fiatbftil, 
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ftod that she was sure diey would be cursed iti the 
next world, and she hoped st^ should live to see 
them cursed in this. 

One of the Quakers requested periuission to see 
Che corpse, and on being refused, observed ^* it is 
of no great importance, she was uotbiog more thah 
mere flesh and blood like the rest of us, and is nofr 
a mass of inanimate clay, as we all soon must be/' 
The followers of Jemima were greatly disturbed 
and enraged at this remark, and said to one anoth- 
er, " is it possible?" " can if, be ?" ^^ abpminable!" 
*^ we did not think it possible ! 1" ^^ but now we 
hear it, with our own ears, we hear it said, that tbe 
^ Universal Friend' wa^ nothing more than mere 
flesh and blood like common persons ! ! !" Theq^ 
and many other exclamaUonji were made by them, 
. sbawing mostclearly, that they considered it blasphe- 
my to^peak thus of their Idol. The concourse of 
strangers who attended on Saturday and Sunday 
was not only a great annoyance to the Society, 
but very probably prevented the working of any 
miracles wbicb they might have had prepared for 
theoccBfijon^ and they therefore separated mutuaUy 
dissatisfied and disgusted. 

After the assembly had dispersed, the principal 
managers of tins farce consoled their adherents 
with the idea that they were the favoured disciples of 
the Lord, that they were numbered with tbe faith- 
ful, and that if they continued steadfast through all 
their trials and snflerings, they, should receive a 
crown of glory from their " beloved," who, they 
*said, was not dead, but had only departed (or a 
-season, and would in her own due tiioe vouchsafe 
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a most glorious manifestation of iierself onto them, 
and give them a final and triarophant .victory over 
all their enemies. 

Th^ circumstances which transpired among this 
infatuated people during the four days next follow- 
ing the death of Jemima, although apparently of 
little moment in themselves, have been stated with 
some minuteness, because this is an importaiH 
epoch in the history of their Society, and because 
tliose circumstances are of a piece with that system 
of mock mystery and imposture upon which that 
Society was founded and kept together, and apon 
which the successors of Jemima (for there are a 
plurality of them) rely for maintaining their authoi^ 
ity and influence over the deluded members. If 
they could succeed in reconciling the followers Ub 
the idea of her departure^ as they call it, and con- 
vince them that she had not died, but that she had 
only removed herself from their presence, yet thsrt 
her spirit is still with them dispensing her mrinistrtt- 
tions to their wants and necessities, and like a guar* 
dian angel constantly engaged in the care of theif 
souls, with the power and intention of finally se- . 
curing their eternal happiness ; if they could suc- 
ceed in stupifying the members of this Society into - 
a belief of these things, then they might calculate 
upon enjoying, for a season at least, their authori- 
ty over them, ond upon receiving from them that 
homage and devotion which had formerly been 
paid to Jemima. And upon this hypotliesis on- 
ly, can we account for the strange conduct of 
the leaders of this sect at the time of the de- 
cease of their mistress. No death— no 
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ty — no funeral — no burying— nothing that should 
in itself indicate an acknowledgement on their part 
that she was. not a divine person, or that her body 
was mortal, and had suffered the stroke of deatb. 
On the contrary *' the beloved Friend has depart- 
ed"—" the Universal Friend hatli left us"—" tte 
shepherd hath left the flock"— ^'Mhe body batb 
gone to a place prepared to receive it." A gloomy 
and inveterate silence prevails, except when ques)- 
tions are asked, and these are answered with Miri- 
ness accompanied with an intimation that they are 
considered impertinent and ofiensive. This farce 
is kept up until the uight ot the fourth day aft^ 
the death of Jemima, and then the body is missing, 
and the place where they have interred, or rather 
hidden it, is known only to those who are introstetl 
widi this cabinet secret, which they are not permit* 
ted to disclose. Whether the principal managens 
in this mystery gave assurances to their people that 
Jemima would rise on tlie fourth day, or whether 
tbcy induced them afterwards to believe that she 
had then risen, we are noi positively informed 7 
but certain it is, that many of the followers did 
most firmly believe that she would rise at that time, 
and. ever since have been, or pretended to be, cer-* 
tain that she did rise accordingly, and the secret 
manner in wliieh the body was disposed of waft 
well calculated, and was undoubtedly intended, to 
establish and perpetuate such a belief. 

Jemima was always extiyeimely fond of dresft.^ 
when young she used firequently to say the would 
not go to church or meeting unless the could ap- 
pear as well or better dressed than any otlier girl in 
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the congregation. On turning her atteatifon to 
serious matters^ she was less anxious, but far from 
being indiflerent about her apparel. After pre« 
tending to die and rise from the dead, she changed 
ber fancy in this respect, and instead of following 
the Hishions which had before been her pride and 
glory, she adopted a sacerdotal habit, more suited 
to the dignity and nature of her employment, yet as 
to tlie richness of her clothes her pride was in notb* 
ing abated. The finest linen and silks and super- 
royal broad cloths were not too good for her, and 
were never dispensed with but through necessity. 
Thus apparelled she could unblushingly preach 
.patience and humility, frugality and industry, and 
condemn pride as a foul sin to her gazing tlirong, 
who with coarse raiment and homely fare, were 
yet content, with the sweat of their brow, to minis- 
ter to her vanity and extravagance. A part of her 
pride consisted in dressing after a fashion entirely 
her own, which resembled neither that of men or 
women. She wore an under garment with long 
sleeves, wristbands and collar, and a large cranit 
about her neck — petticoat and slippers; a vest 
cut sloping to the right and left from tlie centre^, a 
kind of coatee dress similar to a lady's riding 
habit, the upper part buttoned, and cut sloping be- 
low, so as to show the edges of her vest, and over 
the whole a long robe of black silk or white sattini; 
and in public' she always appeared with a huge 
black beaver turned . down at the sides and tied 
under her chin with a ribbon. She wore no head 
dress, having her fine black hair combed and dres- 
sed in several sets of curls and ringlets, which by 
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frequeut wetting and.oiling werekeptas smooth and 
glossy as a raven's wing, so that with a fine com- 
plexion, a regular set of features, masculine counte- 
nance, a commanding air, and a liberal stock of 
assurance, she had the appearance of a personage 
of no ordinar3<chara€ter. These advantages togeth- 
er with her portly mein, her austerity towards her'peo- 
ple, and the belief on their part that she knew their 
private thoughts, rendered them as obsequious and 
submissive as spaniels, and enabled her not only to 
exercise her authority in many instances with great 
severity, but to practice impositions upon their un- 
derstandings, with a success altogether unaccount- 
able. She not only kept them at an awful distance 
at her own house, but even when she travelled a- 
raong them to visit or preach, she always had a-, 
partments assigned her where she tarried, into 
M^iiicb no one, not even the proprietor of the house 
dared to enter without her permission. 

The condition of most of Jemima's followers, as 
members of the intellectual community, has always 
been most wretched. With the exception of a few 
wJio received a competent education before they 
joined the Soeiety, they are extremely ignorant, a 
trifle «f learning, hardly enough to enable them to 
traasact the ordinary concerns of life, being deem- 
ed not only sufficient, but as much as was safe for 
them to aspire after. Her teaching was to them 
the most profitable, and did they but, believe and 
obey her precepts all would be well with them. 

Her followers in New-England amounted, at 
one time, to abodt two hundred^ a part only of 
.whom followed her to (his Countrv; since which 
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they have never been computed to exceed one hun- 
dred and fifty. Of these a great many have aban- 
doned the Societv, and some have died, while of 
late years they liave received no additions ; their 
irambers have of course been decreasing very fa«t, 
and at the time of the death of Jemima there remain- 
cd only about forty who still adhered to the faith, 
all of whom are considerably advanced in years. 
This Society will therefore probably pass away 
with the generation that gave it birth. 

There are about a dozen old men and women 
belonging to the household, all of whom are single. 
They attached themselves to Jemima in theiryoatb, 
and sucli was their infatuation, that they gave them*- 
selves away (as they expressed it) to the Friend, 
relinquishing every other- prospect and enjoyment 
for her service, yielding themselves up soul and 
body, and making themselves bond men and bond 
women, to wait upon her, and do the slavery of her 
kitchen and the drudgery of her farm, without the 
hope or expectation of any other reward than a 
transient smile of their ^' dearly beloved," and the 
scanty support she allowed them, together witb 
sttch provision for them in the next world as she 
thouglu they deserved. These domestics stood in 
great fear of Jemima, and when she was at band 
were always orderly and submissive. But when 
she was absent they oflen qnarrelled, and sometimes 
pulled caps most lustily. They are now worn 
down with age and hard service, and some of them . 
are almost helpless. Their support during their 
. lives is provided for in Jemima's Will. 

Among these domestics, there was formerly la 
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woman of the name oi Anna,Stytr^ who somelime 
after joiJiiiig the Society became partially derang- 
ed. Finding her troublesome and of \^ry little 
service to her, Jemima shifted her off upon one of 
her followers, and enjoined it on him to provide for 
and take care of her, for " the Friend i)id not want 
^o be troubled with her." As this man was to re- 
<;eive DO other compensation for his trouble and ex- 
pense in the care and support of bis ward, than 
what he could derive from her labour, lie attempted 
to reduce her to the condiiion of the most abject 
slave. Having been taught obedience to Jemima 
alone, and not understanding, or beingunwillingtp 
acknowledge the transfer of authority from her old 
mistress to her new master, sl>e became still more 
troublesome and refractory, for which he frequently 
corrected her with great severity. This increased 
her obstinacy, and probably her malady, and her 
kind guardian thinking that she would never be 
<}f any service to him until '' the devil was wliipt 
out of her," gave her one iporning ^ most cri^.^l 
and merciless beating. Tkijs poor miserable ob- 
ject immediately fled« Her mind was disordered by 
the strange fantasies which she had heard promul- 
gated in the srbeol of Jemima, and finding herself 
cast out from the presence of her " dearly^beloved 
mistress,"^ from whom^ at the time of consecrating 
herself to her service, she expected never to be sep- 
.arated, and now writhing under the tortures of the 
lash of the inhuman master, to whose tender care 
«he h^d been consigned, despair seized the remains 
of her sh$ittered int^ellect, and she hastened to a se- 
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qtiestered spot in a narrow valley hard by, which 
was deeply shaded by the interjocking branches of 
. the peaceful and silent grove, and there put an end 
nt once to her griefs, her sorrows and her sufferings. 
Search being made a day or two after, she was 
here found hanging to the limb of a tree. This 
occurrence gave Jemiiqa a 'great deal of uneasi- 
ness, and very much alarnjed the good man who 
had charitablif undertaken the support of this un- 
fortunate woman. For although they might be in 
no danger of a judicial investigation, yet the cruel- 
ty and ingratitude of which she had fallen a vio- 
tim, might excite the compassion of the followers, 
aiifl operate injuriously to Jemima's interest and 
reputation. To excuse themselves and suppress 
enquiry, the story was tolij with many exaggera- 
tions as toth^ insanity of the deceased, and a total 
denial of the brutal treatment which had produced 
the sad catastrophe. 

By her last will and testament Jemima bequeath 
^i] the e$tate.s real and personal to Rachel Malin, 
who is also chained with the support of these help- 
less old men and woinen out of the same. Rachel 
is said |o be a humane befievolent person, and a 
judicious manager; itis therefore probable that these 
nnfortanate creatures will be as well taken care of 
and provided for under her superinteodance, as 
they were at any time during the life of Jemima. 

The remnant of this Society still retain their hab- 
its manners and customs, and assemble far religious 
exercises as formerly, In iilling the office; of chief 
speaker and leader Qf the sect they will probably 
fipd som^ difficulty, that prefermeat beit|g resolnte- 
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]y contended for by three rival candidates, two of 
whotn being sisters of Jemima, rest their claims on 
tlieir consanguinity to the former incumbent^ and 
their competency to discharge the duties of the 
station. The other competitor for supremacy haB 
equal claims on the score of talents, and has moro- 
over rendered some important services at an early 
period of the Society. How this struggle for su- 
periority will terminate, is very uuccrtaiD^, and 
equally unimportant. 

Jemima appeared vdry desirous tolvards the 
close of her life to clear up her character in relation 
to several things which had been charged against 
her. Whether she had become ashamed of some 
of the impositions which she had practised in the 
early part of tier career, on finding she could en- 
joy the benefits of them but little longer, or whether 
she had actually forgotten them, we are not au- 
thorised to say. But it is ccrlain, that she took 
«such pains and embraced every opportunity to 
deny them. She was vi»iied« about two or three 
weeks before her death, by a iibinale acquaintance 
of hers who had known her ever since she com- 
menced preaching, but m^ho had never been a fol- 
lower.— On this occasion Jemima talked much of 
herself and her '* ministry," and appeared anxious 
to impress her visitor with a favorable opinion of 
her, to convince her of the injustice done to her by 
the wicked, and of the trials and sufferings which 
she bad endured for die good of mankind, and her 
resignation to whatever fate awaited her. <'I 
have," said she " been four and forty yeafs wan- 
dering up and down, and preaching to an unfriend- 
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ly world. I was sent from nbbve to do ibc work 
of the Lord — the great work, which lionc other 
rould do. This work t have paiicritly accbftiplisli- 
ed, though withmaby trials and mach ^fferib^.-^ 
ir the Lord hath any thing more for me to do, I 
am willing to remain yet longer, and go through a 
farther pilgrimage on earth to accomplish the will 
of the Lord. But if it is the will of the Lord tb* 
ta1ie me, I am resigned to his will, let the Lord's 
will be done. What I have done is ifii work' of tbe 
Lord', and will stand — 'Yitt heiiven and tntih pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in uo wise pafss from %h6 
law, till all be fulfilled.'^ iBut the children of tlie 
devil have attempted to destroy the work of the 
Lord, and pull me down. The servants of ibo 
devil bav€ accused me of all manner of wickedness. 
But their evil doings wilT fall upon their own hcadis. 
When I began to preach I was as unspotted frokii 
the touch of m^ia as the infttnt id thecradlCy and 
have remained so to this moment.'' She medtiotf^ 
^d also that she bad been accused of attempting to 
work a miracle by walking on the water, and also 
of having obtained presents and donations from her 
people by saying ^' the Lord hath need of this 
thing." But with great earnestness denied the 
truth of tliese aisscrtions, and affirmed that ibey 
were the suggestions of the devil and tlie fabrica^ 
tions of her enemies. But these facts, together with 
many others, j'et to be recorded, equally extraor* 
dinary, are too well authenticated to admit of a 
doubt, or to be passed over in silence, without do* 
ing injustice to the subject of this history. 

• Malt. 3—18. 
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In writing the history of Jemima Wilkinson thas 
ikr, those specific traits of her character which 
were more particularly developed in the formation 
and government of a distinct sect, have been occa- 
sionally touched, though not enlarged upon ; some 
of her doctrines, and the manner and substance of 
her teaching, with the means whereby she acquir- 
ed and maintained her influence over the minds of 
her followers, have also been in part described.^— 
In this respect, however, no more has been stated 
than was judged necessary and sufficient to connect 
the chain -of facts and occurrences which constitute 
the narritive of her life, and to disclose to the rea- 
der some of the principal causes which baveproda* 
ced the effects already detailed. There remains^ 
therefore, many interesting anecdotes and extra* 
ordinary circumstances in relation to this singular 
personage, which, though they could not have been 
sooner brought into view, without seeming to in- 
terrupt the regular detail of facts, yet they afford a 
striking illustration of the character here drawn of 
Jemima and her Society, and without which ber 
history would be incomplete. They also serve to 
show the wild and unnatural conclusions to which 
fanaticism will lead her devoted victims, and the 
gross impositions which, under the garb of reli- 
gion, may be successfully practised upon the minds 
of those who are ever ready to believe in any 
thing that is new and marvellous, although it may 
be totally at variance with the commonly received 
opinions of mankind, and inconsistent with fe^9<tMi 

and common sense. 

k2 
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- During her ministrations in New-England, Je* 
mima found much difficulty in persuading people 
to believe, that she was a divine person. The cir- 
xumstances of her confinement during the summer 
and autumn of 1776, and her pretended rising from 
the dead, were witnessed by many persons of un- 
doubted veracity, and were publicly kndwn and 
well uuderstood in the neighbourhood of her resi* 
dence. But by shifting about from place te place, 
«nd pushing her scheme.s more boldly where she 
was less known, she at length, by dint of impudence 
4iud perseverance, succeeded in obtaining a few 
jiroselytes, who, if they did not really believe, were 
interested in reporting, that she was the '' Univei^ 
sal Friend of mankind and the Saviour of sinners. -' 
-After their rempval to Pennsylvania, and subs^ 
quently on tlieir settling in the Lake country, they 
/ound less difficulty in getting along with this item 
4n the catalogue of their impositions. She and her 
listers gave the following account of her sickness, 
Ueath, and the re-animation of her body. They 
•stated that *' the scarlet fever broke out among the 
troops on board the British fleet at New-Port, at* 
tended with symptoms of great malignity and con*' 
tagion ; it was communicated to the people on 
-shore, and spread and ravaged the country to a 
considerable extent. The fever visited her father's 
family, all of whom were attacked in succession, 
'and Jemima attended upon them through their ill- 
ness. During this, time she frequently said if sbjs 
should be taken with tliis fever, she was certain .she 
should die. At length, when the others had aH 
nearly recovered, the disease seized her witb tlw 



JEMDdA WILKINSON. 111^ 

most violent symptoms. After languishing thne 
weeks in the greatest distress, she became per** 
fectly helpless and speechless, and remained in that 
situation for three days, during which time her 
-friends and attendants expected every moment- 
would be her last. She then ceased to breathe or 
show any signs of life, when they all supposed she 
was dead. At the end of three hours, however, 
(as they pretend) she suddenly rose up in her bed, 
and, to the utter astonishment of all present, (about 
sixty in number) said in a strong and audible tone 
of voice, ^^ Glory to God and the Lamb !" and 
immediately asked her sisters to lend her some 
clothes. They supposed at first that she had been 
in a tranpe and was now delirious, but remembering 
that she had been three days helpless and speech- 
less, and three hours apparently lifeless, they were 
lost in amazement, and knew not how to account 
for what they saw and beard, without ascribing it 
to some supernatural agency. According to her 
request they gave her clothes, and she dressed her^ 
self without any assistance', immediately rose and 
kneeled by the side of her bed and prayed for a 
considerable time, with great fervour and solem* 
nity, and from that time went about in as good 
health as she had ever enjoyed.'^ 

This idle story, so outrageous to common sense, 
and so utterly destitute even o( ordinary probabU^ 
ity, was industriously circulated by herself and her 
followers, during tlieir residence in Pennsylvania, 
and after their settlement in the state of New-Tork, 
accompanied and fortified by a multitude of mar- 
velloos and mysterious ^irciuostaaceSi calculated to 
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induce a beliefin the assertion that she had actual*' 
ly died, and that her body had been re-animated 
by an Almighty power — all of which was affirmed 
by her retinue with such uniformity, and seeming 
sincerity, that many intelligent and serious people 
were led astray; and had her conduct been as 
chaste and disintererted as her professions, the die- 
ception would probably have been practised to a 
much greater extent. Although in the latter part 
of her life she was more cautious in her public de- 
clarations as to her divinity, yet that in the early 
part of ber career, and for many years after, she 
boldly and publicly maintained that she was the 
Messiah and Saviour of mankind, is too well attest- 
ed to admit of doubt. 

In her prayers and in her preaching she would 
never speak of Jesus Christ in the third person, but. 
prayed to the Father for blessings on her people 
and mankind, " for the sake of the Lamb which 
tiras slain." But in her conversation* with those 
who appeared to entertain doubts as to her charac- 
ter and person, she' was always evasive, and en- 
deavored to shape her discourse in such a manner 
as to induce them, if possible, to believe she was 
something more than a mere humotii being, and atthu 
same time not to shock their understandings by an 
open and positive declaration of what she wished 
them to beKeve. — And by her ambiguous phrases,, 
faalf concealed allusions, indirect suggestions, and 
significant looks and gestures, she clearly disclosed 
her intention of representing herself as an incarna- 
tion of our blessed Saviour. By this course of 
management she induced many who tlemed tbeir 
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belief in her divinity, to think her a very extraor- 
dinary persron, A gentleman who held these sen- 
timents i^qjiectiiig' Jemima, and wlio entert?iiu(?d' 
seriouis thoughts of joining the Society, sought an 
opportunity and enquired of hesf in direct tcrmis" 
whether she did pretend to be the Messiah ? T<> 
Ais question she ^ve him a cautions and evasiVe 
answer, and concluded with repeating from John^ 
J6th chap, arid 12th verse — '" I have yet mahy 
filings' to say urrto yoii, but ye cannot bear tlwin 
nbtv." This hypocrisy by which sht? had probft* 
bly deceived many, effectnally opcn'etl his eyes, and 
he itrimediately abandoned her an^ dismissed atf 
thoughts of becoming a follower. 

In ord^r to establish and perpetuate the belief of 
Ccr divine mission among her people, arid fo spread 
the same idea among others, she adopfc'd a sctded 
course of practice in one particular, which was 
in no case departed from ; this was, never to 
acknovvliedge her proper name. Having assurhedf 
the title of " Universal Friend of mankind," she 
had no further occasion for the narbe of Jemima 
Wilkinson; accordingly all her followers were 
taught as a duty to consider and call her the '^ Uni- 
versal Friend," and on all occasions to abstain feom 
speaking of her in such a mariner as to indicate 
any distinction of sex. In speaking of Jemima, or 
any thing belonging or appertaining to her, they 
always said "the Friend — it is the Friend's;" thus 
it was, "the Friend's house" — "the Friend's car- 
riage," &ic. but would never say her or hers, though 
to avoid it they might be compelled to use the 
word " Friend" a hundred tiroes in the same cpn^ 
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versation. Such urtlcles of her apparel and house- 
hold furaiture as usuallj^ bear the iuitials of the 
owner's name were marked " U. F." and her tra- 
velling carriage bore the same impress. It was de-' 
rogatory to the charajctcr to which she pretended 
to acknowledge any relationship or connexion 
with the human faniily, none therefore, over whom 
she exercised any influence, dared to call her by 
her name, or allude to her family or kindred, and 
when visited by strangers she enjoyed the satisfac-, 
tion of hearing herself addressed in the manner pre- 
scribed to her vassals, by those who chose rather 
to flatter than oflTend hef. In the coarse of her I'^fe 
she was frequentl}^ visited by clergymen of difier- 
^nt denominations who, not choosing to gratify her 
vanity in this respect, called her Jemima Wilkin* 
son, and enquired of her whether that was Her 
uame ? to which she generally answered ** Thou 
sayest it,"* or " Thou hast said it." A gentlemau 
of the name of Day, on receiving this answer, en- 
quired further whether she did not belong to the 
family of Jeremiah Wilkinson, and whether he was 
not her father ? she replied, "The first man is of 
the earth, earthy : the second -man is the Lord 
from Heaven."! She then enquired his uame, 
(although she well knew it) and on receiving his 
answer, she replied " Day ! Day ! thy day will 
soon be turned into night uiUess thee mends thy 
ways." 
Jemima was always thus cautious and evasive 
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when in conversation with persons of talents and 
learning, who attempted cither to draw from her 
any avowal of her. creed, or to controvert any 
known point of her doctrines, sometimes avoiding 
a direct answer by chaniiing the subject of conver- 
sation, or by repeating texts of scripture, and em- 
braced every opportunity of repeating the w^ords 
made use of by our Saviour in his answers to his 
disciples. Having attempted to personate Christ, 
it was to be expected she would adopt his language 
on all occasions where she could expect any bene- 
fit from it. She has frequently shown a strong de- 
sire to ascertain what the " people of the world" 
thought of her, and what they said of her, and on 
-stfVeral occasions enquired of individuals" whether 
ihey believed she was from Heaven } A gentle- 
man to whom she addressed this enquiry, told her 
he believed her spirit came from Heaven, and from 
the common parent of all mankind, but that her 
body was of human origin ; upon which she recited 
several texts of scripture, and then added, " When 
I first assumed this dead body I tbund much resist- 
ance from men and devils^-^and was proceeding in 
this strain with afiected solemnity, when her audi- 
tor, not havirig any great respect for her religion 
or morals, and not wishing to treat her nidely, im- 
mediately took his leave of her. These arts were 
practised by her with great assiduity and with 
considerable success. The impression thus made 
on the minds of some of her devotees ifras such, 
that they have, in many instances, been known tn 
prostrate themselves on the floor on coming into 
her pres!^nce« On these occatioos she would, in atr 



120 mSTORY OF 

r.iTi'ctionale manner, desire them to rise, soyiug 
'• See that thou do it not, but woiship God.*' The 
people of her Society affected to use the scripture 
language as much as possible, not only in their 
epistolary conespondence, but in their convcrsa- 
tioi^ using thee and thou to each other ; but in speak* 
ing of Jeniiwa^ or to her, they always called her 
"the Friend,* ,*iie "Beloved," or the "Beloved 
Friend." . idressing heron tli€ subject of their 
frailties ana imperfections they were accustomed to 
express xx " hope for pardon in the Beloved," and 
" through the Beloved." That she aliiolutely re- 
4]uired them to worship her as their Saviour, we 
have ]>erhaps no positive evidence ; but that she in- 
culcated this as a duty, and by some means or 
other succeeded in inducing them to acknowledge 
her as suchy. and address her accordingly, ^s well 
known to many besides her followers; and the ap- 
parent sincerity with which they rendered this 
homage, and the self-complacency with which she 
recei'ved it, prove most clearly that it was required 
by the system of religion which they had adoptjed* 
^ome of the members, it is true^ deny that they be- 
lieve she was the Messiah, but then they say s(ie 
was an extraordinary person, unlike any other 
teacher or professor of religion. But wherein con- 
sists the extraordinary traits of character to which 
they allude, or wherein she differed from otlier wo- 
men, they have not,< as yet, condescended to inform 
us. There are others who believe, or pretend they 
believe, that she was their Saviour, and that their 
eternal happiness or misery depended upon thi^ir 
obedieRcc to facfi and her favour and good will to^ 
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^v^rds them. Some of these have been heard to 
say, even sinc€ the death of Jemima, that they 
were "so far satisfied with the all-sufficiency of 
the Friend, that they felt no necessity nor inclina- 
tion for seeking any other being as a Saviour, or 
from any other source to expect future happiness." 
This fa^l delusion has survived * is hypocritical 
author, and will probably accon >«inv its vic- 
tims through life. If a doubt is e\piS ^i'H to them 
on the subject ihey reply " the Jews disbelieved in 
the Lord at his first coming, and it is not strange if 
the world now disbelieves in his second coming." 
And when the question has been put to them di- 
rectly whether ihey believe she was the Saviour of 
mankind >'^ they answered "we cannot say that 
the Friend was not." At the commencement of 
her public career this belief was diligently promul- 
gated, and obtained from time to time considera- 
ble currency. The more cautious of her follow- 
iDrs would not, it is true, admit in direct terms that 
they believed Jemima to be Jesus Christ, but still 
they afforded sufficient evidence, in their demeanoi^ 
and conversations respecting her, that. they enter- 
tained this opinion ; while the more ardent and un- 
reflecting had no hesitation, n«y, were ostentatious, 
in avowing their belief in the divinity of her per- 
son. One of the latter description, who in the 
early part of Jemima's priesthood was suddenly 
proselyted to her views, and cootinqed for a short 
time one of her most furious zealots, not only ac- 
knowledged this article of their faith, but publicly 
defended it with great firmness and energy. Being 



122 HISTORY OF 

engnged in a dispute on this point at a small col- 
lection in his neighbourhood, and waxing warm in 
the good cause, he rose from his seat, and point- 
ing to Jemima said, '^ That person has converted 
my soul, and I want no other Saviour, — the Uni- 
versal Friend of mankind has wrought thirteen 
miracles, which I have seen with my own eyes, 
curing the lame, the halt and the blind, and raising 
up and making instantly whole, unfortunate per- 
sons wiio had been diseased more than a year, and 
who were supposed to have been beyond the hope 
of relief or mercy in this wprld. I am therefore sa- 
tisfied of the divine character of that person, and 
shall look to none other as my Saviour." 

He continued steadfast in this belief for some 
time, and was in great repute with the members of 
the Society for his devotion and zeal, and received 
from Jemima many tokens of her approbation of 
his fidelity to her cause. But she at length miscar- 
ried in one of her attempts to work a miracle, and 
the circumstances of her failure coming to the 
knowledge of this misguided and mystery-loving 
convert, his faith was instantly put to flight, and 
he immediately after abandoned the Society. As 
he had been one of her most devoted followers, and 
always foremost in trumpeting her fame, particu-* 
larly as it respected the number and magnitude of her 
miracles, she felt sensibly his loss; and although she 
would have gladly retained him in her service, yet 
such was the firmness and decision of bis mind, and- 
the promptitude with which he retracted his errors 
on discovering the true character of his mistress, and 
the nature of her pretended miracles^ that she nev- 
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er dared to make any further attempts upon his 
credulity. 

Her followers were accustomed to address her by 
those names and attributes which belong 0!»ly to 
the great Saviour of mankin4, and an instance has 
been known of one of her disciples sending her a 
letter superscribed "To Jesiis Christ." The con- 
veyance of this letter was intrusted to one of the 
followers, who showed it to a friend of hers, whom 
die visited on the way, with a view no doubt of im- 
pressing her with a belief in the divinity of her 
mistress. 

A short time after Jemima I'emovcil Into the 
Lake country, she got into some difficulty by rea- 
son of these pretences. She maintained the sacred- 
ness of her person and the divinity of her ch^iracter 
with such impudent boldness as to give public of- 
fence, in consequence of which a coroplaint was 
made to the Grand Jury of Ontario County, who 
presented an indictment agalnt her for blasphemy. 
But she was never arraigned upon this indictment. 
Doubts were entertained by some as to the propri- 
ety of pursuing her with a criminal prosecution in a 
land where freedom of opinion and religious tole- 
ration are secured by the Constitution, and const!* 
tute the boast of every citizen ; and others froni 
delicacy to her sex, and compassion for a misgui«> 
ded fanatic, were unwilling to see any thing done 
which could be ascribed to a spirit of persecution. 
These sentiments coming in aid of the earnest so- 
licitations of her friends, prevented a public trial. 
But the danger to which she had been thus expos- 
ed n^ade a lasting impressron upon the mind of Je- 
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niima, and rendered her ever after exceedingly cir- 
cumspect on this subject, and lier followers also be- 
came extremely cautious of promulgating or ex- 
plaining the ideas they entertained concerning her. 

Among the many schemes projected by Jemima, 
for the purpose of establishing and perpetuating 
her influence and authority over her people, 
was that of giving titles to her principal followers. 
Her title, as has been already stated, was the '^ Uni- 
versal Friend of Mankind." One follower was 
called the ^'Prophet Elijah," and another the 
'* Prophet Daniel." Sarah Richards was ti>e 
" Prophet Daniel," and being a fine looking wo- 
man, she was sometimes dignified with the addi* 
tion of " the fte/orcd." She was subject to fits 
commonly called falling sickness. It was preten- 
ded by her and. Jemima that, during these intervals 
of partial suspension of the animal functions, her 
spirit left her body and winged its flight to the 
heavenly regions, where she had a clear and dis- 
tinct view of the state of her fellow beings on earth, 
and of their future destiny; and was moreover able 
to inform every one, who wished to know, by what 
means they could secure for themselves eternal hap- 
piness; which in general was nothing more nor less 
than for those who belonged to the true fold, to 
yield implicit faith in the sanctity of Jemima, and 
unconditional obedience to her authority ; and as 
to those who were not members, they must immedi- 
ately join her Society, and become equally faithful 
and submissive. 

As Sarah sometimes had these fits when a num- 
ber were collected to hold their evening sittiug!^. 
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she and Jemima had ample opportunities of practi- 
sing their legerdemain upon the followers, and oth- 
ers who, being neighbours, occasionally attended 
these meetings, although they were no^ professed 
members. While under the operation of these fits, 
Sarah would lie for some time motionless and ap- 
parently lifeless. The first indication of returning 
animation, was a tremulous motion of the extrem- 
ities and the muscles of the face ; Jemima would 
watch these symptoms with the utmost anxiety, 
weeping violently, and repeating " dear soul, what 
pangs the Prophet Daniel endures, what agony the 
beloved suffers for the sins of the people." On rer 
covering, Sarah always had a message for some one 
or more of their acquaintance, who b^'the by, bad 
been previously designated by Jemima. If the. 
persons for whom these ghostly communications 
were intended were present, they immediately re- 
ceived them, together with such censures or com- 
mendations as Jemima thought fit to bestow, pre- 
faced however by this remark, '' the Lord sendetfa 
thee a message by the mouth of his servant the 
Prophet Daniel.^' But if the objects of these im* 
positions happened not to be present, tliey were im- 
mediately complimented with an invitation to 
" come and see the Friend, for the Lord hath a 
message for thee by the mouth of his servant the 
Prophet Daniel.^' To the faithful and devout these 
messages were always of the most comfortable and 
flattering nature, full of gracious promises, inter- 
spersed occasionally with an intimation that a con- 
tinued and strict compliance with all the require-? 

l2 
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rncnts of Jemima was still necessary, and that to 
fall short in any, however small a degree, in 
their duty to the ** Friend," would expose them 
to immiDonl danger of being cast off forever, and 
that as she always knew the workings of their 
minds, they could not, even in secret, neglect the 
instructions which she gave them, without endanger* 
ing their safety. Others who were less devoted to the 
iiiterests of the Society, were encouraged with the 
l»ope of future happiness, provided they would 
donhlc their diligence in propitiating the Friend's 
favour, and in rendering their assistance to pro- 
vide for the wants of ll>e Society. In this way 
their messages were framed to suit the views of 
ihese crafty women, and were always graduated 
by « rt^ular scale, from the most flattering promi- 
ses to the faithful, to the severest denunciations a- 
gainst those who were deemed incorrigible, and 
j)articularly those who had offended the siisterhood. 
Against the latter in particaiar^ she would soi»e«» 
limes inveigh v/ith extreme bitterness, and inform 
them that tlie Prophet Daniel had been permitted 
to view, in long perspective, the wicked lives tliey 
were leading, their dreadful end and the iiery tor- 
ments prepared for them in another world, and 
from which nothing could save them but an imme- 
diate <!ompliance with the requisitions of herself 
and the rules of her Society. Sarah Richards 
was in this respect, as well a« in many others, a 
most convenient and useful instrument, and render- 
ed her very great assistance in obtaining proselytes 
and in governing and instructing the Society. 
But the Prophet Elijah did not act quite so dis- 



JEmMA WILKINSON. 12t 

interested or successful a part. He was a man of 
strong mind and still stronger passions. Jemima 
promoted him to the dignity of the Prophet £^lijah 
in order to give him that influence among the breth- 
ren and sisters which was necessary to enabk him 
to subserve her interests. He afterwards conceived 
the idea of using the advantages he had thus acquir- 
ed for his own amusement and gratification. He 
accordingly undertook the business of manufactu* 
ring dreams, visions and trances, whereby he be- 
<:ame acquainted with the destinies of some of the 
members, particularly the inexperienced and weak 
sisters, for whom he frequently bad very loving 
niessag'es, which were always delivered in private, 
Jemima, however, soon became acquainted with 
the nature of his ministrations y and immediately 
<legraded him from his dignity as a Prophet, and 
thrust him out of the Society ; and although pos- 
sessed of much cunning and address, poor Elijah 
could never again reinstate himself as a member a- 
mong them. In fact, many of the Society who had, 
until then, never suspected the sanctity of the good 
Prophet, were outraged in their feelings^ and ever 
after looked upon him with abhorence. 

Having had some experience in devising and 
carrying on a »ew system of religion, he was alto- 
gether unwilling to abandon tlie trade, or give up 
his pretentions to saintship. He therefore turned 
his attention to the establishment of a new congre- 
gation or Society, on a plan somewhat resembling 
the New-light Baptists. These were to be called 
Free-will Baptists, to distinguish them from other 
seels, after whom they copied &o closely as to be- 
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come nearly identified with them in every thing 
but their name. But in this new undertaking he 
found many difficulties, and not having the assistance 
of his cunning old friend and coadjutor Jemima, 
and being in disgrace with the members of her So- 
ciety, he made but poor progress. At one time 
he had a few hearers who seemed inclined for a- 
while to listen to his exhortations. He therefore 
exerted himself with considerable diligence to in* 
fuse into them that degree of enthusiasm and ar- 
dour of devotion which would be necessjiry to en- 
able him to organize and maintain a distinct Soci- 
ety. The principal point insisted upon was, a su- 
perabundance of faith and zeal in the good cause 
in which they were about to engage. To effect 
this, no opportunity was omitted, nor art left 
untried, of which he was master, to bring 
them to the sticking point. He represented to 
them that if they had but '^ sufficient faith they 
could remove mountains," or do almost any thing 
else. He at length undertook to try an experi- 
ment upon the faith or rather credulity of an igno- 
rant African, who was labouring with him in his 
field. 

They concluded that tlieir faith was sufficiently 
strong to enable them to run through the flame of 
a burning brush heap withbut receiving any inju-^ 
ry, and mutually agreed to perform the miracle. 
— The poor negro went first, and being a man of 
great activity, passed with the fleetness of the wind 
through the burning brush ; yet the fierceness of 
the blaze was such that he came ofi" badly singed, 
which so cookd the ardour and staggered the/attA* 
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of the Prophet^ that he judged it more prudent to 
go round than through.ihe fire. The unfortunate 
result of this farce put an end to the operations of 
the " Prophet Elijah," and relieved Jemima from 
the jealousy which she began to entertain o^ wbsH 
she feared would at some future day, become a ri-' 
val establishment. 

Jemima was liberal in the bestowment of titles 
and dignities in proportion as she found them use- 
ful in the government of her flock. One of her 
sisters was nicknamed ''John the beloved," and 
waf occasionally permitted to act the part of a 
Prophet^ and another of the sisterhood was dubbed 
with the appellation of " Enoch the Prophet of 
old." But they were not sufficiently cunning and 
skilful to be of much service to Jemima in the 
character of Prophets. Sarah Richards was alto- 
gether the greatest adept in this business, and pro- 
bably practised. as much imposition upon the memi- 
bers of the Society as Jemima did during the time 
she was a member ; in manufacturing visions and 
trances she certainly outstriped all others that at- 
tempted the business, and so well did she manage 
on these occasions that she was never foiled but 
once, and in that instance she would have succeeded 
but for the impertinent curiosity of a physician who^ 
had been invited to witness the operation. Jemi- 
ma had entertained stroitg Hopes of proselyting this 
young gentleman, but as he appeared to labour 
under some doubts and scruples it became necessar 
ry to get up one of Sarah's visions for his special 
benefit. But not happening to have a fit at hand, 
she was under the necessity of feigning ouCi a shift 
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to which they often resorted, as the real fits but 
•seldom occurred, and the exigencies of the Cabi- 
net required a frequent repetition of the farce. — 
While she was performing this ridiculous cheat tlie 
cunning Doctor stepped to the bed side, and re- 
marked that she was in a fainting fit ; but Jemima 
denied that Sarah had fainted, asserted that she 
;Was in a trance, and very sternly desired him not 
to touch her. The Doctor by this time had taken 
her band under pretence of feeling her pulse, and 
suddenly stripping up her sleeve, declared that un* 
less she was immediately bled she would expire in 
two minutes ; this so startled the " Prophet DanieV^ 
that she gave a loud scream and jumped up, and 
itogether with those in the room, thrust the poor 
Doctor down stairs without ceremony. 

This was a sad discomfiture, and gave great of^ 
•fence to Jemima and those who were present on 
•this important occasion. They immediately de- 
Tiounred him as a heretic, reprobate and incorrigi- 
fole sinner, without the hope and beyond the reXkch 
t)f mercy. Having the advantage of numbers they 
easily persuaded their friends and the memfoei*s of 
the Society that the account he gave of the miscar* 
riage of the Prophet, was an invention of his own, 
and convinced them that Sarah had s$en, in her 
trance, the poor Doctor, and many other sucb 
doubters of the faith and disturbers of the peace of 
the Society, bound with red hot chains, and rolliiig 
in burning brimstone, and advised all who regard* 
cd their future happiness to have nothing to do with 
so foul a sinner. They also cautioned their foU 
lowers against crediting any thing he should say\ 
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as he had taken offence, they said, at the friendly 
advice they had given him, and the attempts they 
had made to reclaim him from his wicked ways, 
and to save him from the dreadful punishment 
which S arah had very distinctly seen awaiting him. 
The members of the Society, therefore, believed 
this statement and adopted Jemima's resentment 
against the Doctor for slandering the " Prophet 
Daniel" 

Jemima always evinced a fixed determination 
to exact from her followers unconditional submis- 
sion to her authority. She possessed a lofty mind, 
a proud spirit, an impatient and high temper, and 
could not brook opposition from any person on 
any occasion whatever. She affected to consider 
herself superior to any human being, and in her 
conversations and instructions inculcated a prefer- 
ence to the wife over the husband, and in many 
instances, even in the latter part of her life, produ- 
ced much unhappiness in the families of some of 
her friends, by urging to the women that it was 
contrary to their duty, as professors of religion, to 
acknowledge, either in words or actions, the right 
of the husbaud to rule his household. She also 
made attempts upon children and young inexperi- 
enced persons to induce them to abandon their 
homes and join the Society. In support of this 
she quoted Hebrews twelfth chapter and ninth verse, 
" Furthermore we have had fathers of the flesh, 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : 
shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Fa- 
ther of Spirits, and live ?" Her commentary on 
ibis passage of Scripture was> that although tiiey 
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tni^bt have submitted to the authority of their fa-» 
ther's, and reverenced them, yet, that in order to 
secure eternal life they should renounce all allegi- 
ance to their parents and join the Society, which 
was the true fold of the faithful, and under the pro* 
tection and immediate governance of the Lord. — 
By these means she succeeded, in the early part of 
her career, in seducing a number of 3'oung persons 
to leave their families and join hen But after pro- 
hibiting matrimony, these attempts upon the youth 
of her neighbourhood were attended with very lit- 
tle success ; few, if any, could be found who, for 
tlie sake of the uncertain benefits to be derived 
from joining themselves to a strange sect, whose 
system of religious worship and instruction was 
suspected, and whose morality, to sa}^ the least of 
it, was equivocal, were willing to renounce the 
principles in which they had been educated, and 
abandon all hopes of that happiness which arises 
from a compliance with the obvious dictates of our 
nature and the first wish of the heart of man. 

As Jemima always had some text to suit every 
occasion, so she could prove by scripture authority 
that women ought not to yield obedience to theit 
husbands. " We ought to obey God rather than 
man" — Acts 5th, 29th* This text she quoted on 
such occasions, and expounded it as follows : — 
" We," meaning women exclusively^ " ought not 
by intermarrying with the men, to give them a pre- 
text, according to the fashion and custom of a 
wicked worldj for exacting obedience from us, who 
they acknowledge to be the better part of creation; 
and that such women as have unfortunately been 



JE:JiMA WILaINSOX. 133 

married before ih(^y became acquainted with the 
true interpretation of Scripture, and onr doctrines 
on this suhject, aie in duty bound to renounce aU 
alleii;iance to their husbantis, and if possible to ob- 
tain the supremacy in rriati):i to lh9 domestic po- 
lice and government of the family." But in ail 
cases where the husband l)elonged to, or would 
join the Society, the (juestlon of superiority w is 
always settled between them by Jemima in person, 
and her requisitions were, in these, as hi almost all 
other cases, scrupuloubiy complied with. 

It is not intended, neither is it necessary, to enter 
into an elaborate discussion of the respective rights 
and duties of the parties to ilie marriage contract. 
These are relative and easily understood by diose 
to vvliom they appertain, and it is very probable that 
more happiness is enjoyed in those famHies where 
^hese points are never agitated, tiian where tiiey 
are made the subjects of domestic controversy, — 
A well bred liberal minded man will be satisfied 
with the care and attention bestowed by his wife in 
that department which nature and the custom of 
the country have assigned lier, without wishing io 
controul her in the exercise of her judgment in dis- 
charging the duties she owes to herself and her 
family ; and a prudent wife, who regards the iioa- 
or and interests of Iier husband and the happiness 
of her childi^n, will voluntari-ly do more towards 
promoting these objects than she could be induced 
to perform by the exercise of any compulsory right 
or authority which the husband may pretend to 
possess for enforcing her obedience. But in the 
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<»;.'i'.»ion uf Jon^raa, it was not sufiiciLiU llial th«* 
v('\c.s should be considered equai. Slie had been 
!(»i?r«; nccuitomcd to exercise her atithoritv over her 
folloi^crs both male and female without opposition, 
a!id in. some insennces with extreme severity. This 
j::.\\<'. her an cxahcd opinion of tiie superiority of 
per own ?f x. and of their peculiar fitness to govern, 
ami \\ is not improbable but in process of time, she 
voas(»n<:d liersolf into the beliel' that in some un- 
liickv moment the order of nature had been rever- 
scd, that the empire of man was a mere assurap- 
lion of power, obtained by force and fraud, and 
tiiat under her iiappy ausj)ices the fair sex wer€ 
to be icstored to those rights and dignities of which 
tliry had been tlius despoiled. To eftect this im- 
portant resolution in practice and sentiment, among 
th? members of her Society at least, Jemima took 
unwearied pains, in which she was more successful 
than would be readily believed by any person nn- 
:ir(ji;aiMted with the materials upon which she thus 
op( rated, and l\\e means by w hich she usually car- 
vied her point?. That she completely succeeded in 
this scheme with respect to a large proportion of 
her followers, is obvious to any one who has had 
even a moderate acquaintance with the Society. — 
Those male members who by long submission have 
become accustomed and reconciled to this petticoat 
discipline, discover its effects in their looks and ac- 
tions so plainly, that they are apparent even to a 
stranger. But they have smj excuse for this as well 
as for almost every other departure from the com- 
mon customs of the world, and the meanness, the 
quiescent and subdued spirit of these people, are 
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palmed upoii the public for meekness and ImmlH- 
ty, and llie effects of the benign influence of Jemi- 
ma's system of religion. 

Ill order to establish her power more firmly^ and at 
the same time gratify iier occasional resentments, Je- 
mima frequently exercised her authority in pun- 
ishing those who had been guilty of violating any 
of her commands. In some instances hor deci- 
sions were extremely kKlicrous,and the punishments 
w4iich she inflicted were often of the most degrad- 
ing nature. Althougli she always maintained a 
most serious and sanctimonious exterior in presence 
of her followers generally, yet there wwe moments 
when in private with Sarah Richards, and one or 
two others who enjoyed her confidence, in which 
she relaxed Cvom her wonted severity, and indulgci! 
in frivolity and merriment. Thdr private room 
being on the second iloor, they thouglu themselves 
secure from prying eyes and listening cars, an^l get- 
ling into a pretty high frolic one evening, their 
mirth attracted the curiosity of one of the mem- 
bers, wl;o very slily climbed wp into the top of a 
cherry tree, which stood immediately in front of 
their window, from whenc-e he had a fair view 
of an exhibition which, to hitn, was altogether 
new, and very amusing. But in retreating from 
his post of observation he was unluckily intercept- 
ed by one of the domestics, by whom information 
was conveyed to Jemima. The next day this in- 
quisitive sinner was arraigned before^ the Ca!)inet 
Council, and tliroatcned with tlie Tno>t awful pwn- 
ishrnent for the flreadful criir.o of which he had 
been jjtnUy. T.ho n^ov deluded wretch trcu)bled 
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in every j»>'mt, and probably imai^ined thnt his rfi>t 
hour had arrived. He thoretore confessed bis 
guilt and the motives which had led to the perpe- 
tration of the offence, and very devoutly and fer- 
vently begged for mercy. After torturing him 
with the fear of perdition for some time, Jemima, 
in token of her great forbearnnce and loving kind- 
ness to all duiiftil and penitent mon)bers of her com- 
mwnity, and in consideration of his extreme dis- 
tress and deep humility for all his .sins, and this 
vno%i heinous one in particular, condescended to 
let him off with a small portion of that punishment 
with which he had l)een at first lbreatv»ned : which 
was no other than to wear a shfep hell suspended 
from bis neck by a smfill rope, for three weeks, ur 
pul^lic and private, and to appear thus accoutred 
at all tlieir public meetings and evcn-ing sittinors. 
during that time. He no doubt thought himself 
ey.treiiiely fortuwate in escaping so easily, and as- 
cribed his exemption from a more terrible punisli- 
ment to the benignity of his beloved mistress. lie 
therefore cheerrnlly assnrned this degrading badge 
of sid)mission and slavery, and patiently asquiesced 
in his sentence as to the time and manner of wear- 
ing the bell ; nay, he became a little ostentatious in 
his compliance with these orders^ as evincing great- 
er devotion to the Friend, and of course more re- 
lii'ion than was common to the other members, 
while Jemima and her coadjutors secntly laughed 
at liis ignorance, his stupi<lity and his lolly. 

Another having given Jemima offence by some 
unseemly trick, not necf^S'^ar} here to be n^CLiioned, 
was sentenced to wear on his head a b/ack cajf for- 



JEMIMA WlLKINSOiY. 137 

two or lliree weeks. This sentence was carried in- 
to execution willi the same punctuality as the for- 
mer, and the poor man who suffered this penalty 
to propitiate offended majesty, no doubt conride:- 
ed himself lucky in escaping a still greater punish^ 

ment. 

It was no uncommon thing f )r Jemima and Sa- 
rah to indulge themselves in mirth and laughter at 
the oddities of their followers ; and the ignorance, 
credulity and stupidity of these deluded people were 
frequently the subject of sport and sarcastic re- 
mark between ihem. It is not essential to, nor 
perhaps consistent with, the character of the true 
christian to be continually wrapped in mystery and 
gloom, or to seclude himself altogether from a so- 
cial and cheerful intercourse with his fellow man ; 
but it is scarcely to be tolerated in any one, and par- 
ticularly in a professor of religion, to ridicule and 
sneer at those acts of devotion which others, in the 
sincerity of their hearts, think it their duty to per- 
form, much less can a justification be imagined for 
the founder and governness of an infatuated Soci- 
ety, in ridiculing that deportment which she requir- 
ed of its members, and that credulity and delusion 
which she had brought upon them. When she ar- 
rived at Newtown, on her way to the " promised 
land," a number of persons came to the beach and^ 
met them at their landing; on their approach, Je- 
mima seeing that several of them, particularly some 
boys and young Indians on the bank of the river, 
were not very genteelly apparelled, jocosely remar- 
ked to Sarah Richards, " see how the Jig-Ieaves 

m2 
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ratile ;" a person standing near enquired her 
meaning, wiien finding she had been overheard, 
very gravely explained herself by saying, ** Now 
the Lord hath come among them, they are all pre- 
pared with an excuse for tlie misdeeds they have 
done, and these excuses are the Jig-leaves to which 
the Friend alludes." Whether this was the true 
explanation of her meaning, or the result of her 
ready wit in devising the means of concealing her 
levity, is perhaps immaterial, as in either case wo 
have the strongest evidence of her hypocris}^ and 
falsehood ; for if she intended to ridicule their tat- 
tered garments, which was undoubtedly the fact, 
her explanation was not true ; and if that was not 
her intention, she was guilty of falsehood and im- 
posture v^ pretending to be their Lord. 

Although Jemima gave an obvious preference to 
the females over the males in all matters and things 
relating to the government and welfare of the So- 
ciety, yet in her intercourse with strapgers atid 
people not belonging to her community, it was ap- 
parent that she always preferred the company of 
men to those of her own sex. She showed also a 
particular partiality for gentlemen of education and 
literature, and appeared desirous of obtaining use- 
ful information from them whenever she had an op- 
portunity. And in return, she would endeavor to 
requite them for her improvement on literary and 
scientific subjects, by imparting to them some dis- 
interested advice in relation to their present and fu- 
ture statCv in which she would sometimes venture 
to recommend her creed as the only s^fe aad sure 
sys'.eiyt of religion. This ta^te for literary compa- 
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ny and thirst for knowledge increased with her 
yeai-s, and in the latter part of her life became ex- 
ceedingly strong ; she suffered no opportunity to 
pass unimproved of adding to her stock of hgat^ 
acquirements. But this is easily accounted for 
by the circumstance of her having had much 
trouble and many suits in relation to her proper- 
ty, and it is not surprising that she should feel ft 
strong inclination to cultivate an acquaintance 
with those principles and legal maxims which con- 
stitute our only security in the enjoyment of prit- 
vate property. Jemima preached against the vani- 
ty of riches, and the sinfulness of the pride and 
pomp of the world, and inculcated meekness and 
humility, while, at the same time, she was not on- 
ly avaricious, but haughty and vainglorious; ami 
despised the poor whether they were her follow- 
ers or not. Her attempts to gain proselytes were 
always among those who had property and the 
means of assisting towards her own support ; buC 
it ^^^^ indigent she considered as a burthen, and kept 
'■ them from her presence. Althaugh they might be 
fed in her kitchen when they came to her house,, 
yet she would not suffer them to approach her. 
On being informed that she had been charged with 
this partiality among her followers, she replied, " I 
do not choose to have my house overrun with such 
creatures ; they are no company for any body*»- 
Thereare persons whose company is agreeable to 
me, and them I will entertain ; but the low set I wi]t 
not be troubled with." 

There was a woman belonging to the spciety 
whosq family was poor, .and wh<^ livp^ very unbap- 
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pily with her husbnnd. lie had no failh in the 
divinity or morality of Jemima, and was not well 
satisfied with his wife's connexion with tho soci^-- 
ty ; he sometimes ridiculed her crcdnlliy, and she 
defended her creed and faith with tlie greater ob- 
stinacy. She was disposed to [)art \Mth him and 
join herself to the household of the Friend. But this 
Jemima would not permit; but enjoined it upon 
the woman to stay with her husband " to torment 
him for his obstinacy in abusing and speaking ill 
of the Friend." — In a conversation with an acquain- 
tance, about a year before her death, Jemima gave 
the above reason for prohibiting this unfortunate 
follower from coming to live with her, and added, 
that should they separate, it would only produce 
trouble to herself, as the woman was poor and had 
nothing to bring with her, and of such she had too 
; many ^ilready. She also expressed herself in terms 
of stronp: resentment against the husband, and re- 
prated, " I will compel her to stay with him, to re- 
venge myself on him for his obstinacy and profli- 
gac}' ;" and evinced a most malignant temper to- 
wards him, and a total apathy towards his unfortu- 
nate wife, whom, by her incantations, she had ren- 
dered miserable. 

While Jemima resided In Pennsylvania, a Mrs. 
L. joined her society, and as her husband was a 
wealthy man, great pains were taken to induce him 
also to become a member. Being deceived by the 
niany stories which were circulated of the myste- 
ries and miracles of the Friend, he became a steady 
attendant at her meetings, and for a while Jemima 
thought herself sure of him. — Bot making ratbcr 
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too bold an atlmipt upon Iiis purse, she gave Iilna 
the alarm. Her avarice appeaix^d to him altogeth- 
er inconsistent with the character to wliich she pre- 
tended, and his doubts and his fears on this- sub- 
ject, led him to a rational enquiry' into hor preten- 
sions aiid cond?ict ; which broni;lit him to the con- 
clusion that the less he had to do witii her the bet- 
ter, and he accordinjcrly \^ithdrcw a!toc:eihcr. — 
But liis wife had beconie so perfect!}^ itifatuated 
tliat slm could not be prevailed on to leave Jemi- 
ma without her consent.'and this.ns niiirht naturally 
have been exj^ected, was not given, so long ns 
there remained the most distant pro-^^pcct of obtain- 
ing him. But after giving up all Iiop^s of ?i?cceed- 
ing with him, and fiuvfing the woman brondit noth- 
ing into the society but trouble and expense, J*^in;- 
ma dismis^ied her and sent her h;\c\\ to her hus- 
band and fandlv, after an absence of near seven 
years. 

Tlicre are many other in-:lavces in v/iTuh the 
conduct of Jcmi'na in relation to the goversimcnt 
4)f the society and \he procurement of new mem- 
bersj clearly prc-ves that she cared but llille for the 
po-^r, and thath;!r chief attention was paid to the 
v/eabhy, from w-hom s!:e derived the means of sup- 
porting herself and her household ; and that her 
care of the souls of men was graduated according 
to th»e cropertv vxliich thev oossessed and ih.e pro- 
portion which sho expected to appropriate to her 
o'vn ij?e. 

Jemima was cxtreniflv su^.rr?iil^<:i!?, and as her 
f v;' v-.'crs generally adctptcd Ii-t F^Titirnents and 
fa;iowed i:cr advice in all ma:tcr« of faith and nns- 
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tcry, ihey, for the njosl part, bccariu* equally so. 
Every extraordinary occi'.rrcnee which happened 
at home or abroad, Vihcihcr it coiiCcrned them or 
not, was foreseen by her in a vision or a dream, and 
after tlie jxiblic liad become fnlly informed on the 
subject through the ordinar}' channels of informa- 
tion, sheccnld inform her people of the dream she 
had, or the vision she had seen at the very moment 
the affair happened. She was excessively fond of 
relating her dreams, some of which were very ex- 
traordinary, if thcv were really the dreams of 
sleep, and not. as we have great reason to suspect, 
the va arrant reveries of her v.akeful moments. Of 
these si»c liad a erreat variety, whicli, if collecteil 
and properly arrfnicredj would make a volume a- 
bov.tcqnal to •' Mother Euncirs Fairy Tales." — 
From the following spoi'imen the reader may form 
a pretty correct idea of tlie wliole oatalogViO. 

'•I dreamed,*' Siie said, " that I saw the whole 
universe called to iiids-mcnt bv th.e sound of the last 
trumpet — I was among the last who o!)cycd the 
summons, and the most undistinguished among the 
innumerable assemble. Suddoidy I belield a cross 
in the heavens hovering directly over my l>ead, an*! 
at the same time I heard a voice from soRie f?iddeii 
placeproclaim ' the last bliall be ilrst and the first 
last : come forth ye chosen of tlie Lord ;' aid ai 
that moment I awoke to liie sad reality of this life.'' 

A you.'ig gentleman residing in her neighbor- 
hood bavins; noticed lirr fondness for drea:r.s. and 
drcauii:!'/, and fe- ]*!i'; i;iclir.e=l to (httcri;ei* sanity, 
visited her on a ccr:;'.in occasion, and vcrv rrave- 
{y inforujcd her tl.al b: had reccivJy eyvpciicucr.*. 
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a very singular and extraordiiiarj' dream, and was 
111 great difficulty as to its true interpretation. She 
was highly delighted with this reference to her 
wisdom from a person " of the world," and of 
whom, until then, she had never entertained any 
iiopes. She therefore very graciously desired him 
lo give her a circumstantial relation of iiis dream, 
and she had no doubt but the true interpretation 
^vould be revealed to her. — He accordingly pro- 
ceeded to state that in his dream he '' had seen a 
mighty tempest accompanied with thunder and 
lightning, and hail and rain, which continued for 
many days. That the floods came and swept the 
plains and vallies with destruction, and at length 
covered the whole country. And he saw the af- 
frighted inhabitants fleeing in the greatest conster- 
nation and' confusion, to the tops of the liighcst 
liills and mountains, whither they were pursued by 
the. desolating flood. In the meantime he savjr 
* The Universal Friend of Mankind' in a great 
vessel resembling in its form and appearance the 
pictures which he had seen oflMoah's ark, with all 
her followers on board, and floating safely on the 
top of the angry tide. And he saw great multitudes 
who were driven about among the foaming biilows, 
-and near drowning, approacii the ark and beg 
for admittance, and call upon the name of * The 
-Universal Friend of ^Mankind' to come and save 
them.-^But they were told that they had rejected 
her offers and neglected her counsel all their lives ; 
that the day of her grace was past, and ihey must 
take the consequences of their obstinacy and un- 
belief. Thus they were rejected and all were swal- 
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lowed np and destroyed, except Jemima and her 
fcHowers." 

She then assured him that his dream was too 
plain in its meaning to require an interpretation, 
and th:it, at souie future period, which she did not 
then choose to name, it would be literally fulfilled 
and that, as it proved her system to be the only 
true one, and the aik of safety, it ought to admon- 
ish hiai and all others of the dangers of delaying 
until the threatened calamity should come upoa 
the in. 

The relation oCiliis pretended dream gave Jemi- 
ma much satisfaction; and onmanv occasions she 
gravely rehearsed it as a revelation of the judg- 
ment which awaited those who continued obstinate 
in rejecting the faith. 

Dreaming, and seeing apparitions, and hearing 
extraordinary noises and ominous sounds, were ve- 
ry common to the Society, in which all the mem* 
beft were allowed to participate ; and w hoever had 
the most ingenuity in fabricating or embellishing 
a tale of wonder, was sure to dish up the greatest 
treat. — But the manufacturing of visions and fore- 
telling future events (after they had happened) be- 
ing a business of too delicate and intricate a na- 
ture to be entrusted to unskilful hands, was alto- 
gether monopolized by Jemima, She did not, it 
is true, enjoy the exclusive rij^ht by virtue of let- 
ters patent from the gpvernmeni, though she rpight 
perhaps have been well entitled to it as the origi- 
nal inventor, yet as her inhibition had,as to her fol- 
lowers, the sanction of law, her privilegeB in this 
respect were rarely or never en^i'Vavli^d uponi Sa- 
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rah Richards was, however, by special favour ^ a»d 
perhaps [or sjoecialpurposah^etnuiUid to take a share . 
in this eniph}ynient. There was moreover, some 
uecessity for this indulgence to Sarah. She was 
an active-roiflded enterprising person, as proud and 
as high spirited as Jejuima, and had become so 
well acquainted with her secret history, as to place 
the latter completely rn her power 5 her acknowl* 
cdgnient of Jemima's supremacy was no more than 
^vas requisite to enable them to maintain, by delu- 
sion, their authority oyer the members at the So- 
ciety ; her obedience was merely nominal and ren- 
tlered only in return for such condescensions as 
she chose to insist upon from Jemima. She was 
also at least as M"ell, if not better, qualified to act 
this part than Jemima ; as her jS/s were denomi- 
nated trances, and as there could be but little dif- 
ference between the two in the mmds of those who 
knew nothing about either, she could impose a be- 
lief in the one, wlien from the presence ot'the other, 
she was incapable of any thing else. During the 
time she resided with Jernima they were mutually 
dependent upon each other, for, although it would 
have been in the power of either, at any time, to 
expose the true character of the other, yet as the 
consequences would have been fatal to tire propects 
and prosperity of both, neither chose to try the ex- 
periment. They therefore made out so to manage 
their own private affairs, as that lYany difficulties 
ever happened, they were kept secret from their 
followers, and the utmost harmony appeared al- 
ways to have existed betweeti them. 
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Tlic powtr and spirit of prophecy vere pcss^ 
scd by Jcniima, and exercised by her on many oc- 
c asions, and she ostentatiously boasted of having 
predicted the Revolution in Fiance, tlie beheading 
4#f Louis, the destruction of the Royal family, the 
downfall of the French monarchy, and many of the 
inof 1 1 mportaut events which have since happened 
hi Europe. The invasion of Russih by Bonaparte 
in 1812, his discomfiture, his subsequent battles 
::nd defeats, his deposition and retirement to the 
island of Elba, his return to Paris, the battle of 
Waterloo, and his final dethronement and impris- 
onmcnt at St. Helena, all took place, as she preten- 
t!ed, in exact fulfilment of her prophecies. 

She also prognosticated an ikisufrectiotl a* 
K2ong the blacks in one of the Southern sldtesj the 
late war belween this country and Engktid, the 
c apture of the city of Washington, and the defeat 
of the British troops at Ncw-Orlcatis, together 
Avhh many other important events which occurred 
during t!ie war. — But in all these easesj it happens, 
most unfortunately for her veraciljf^j that nobody 
knew any thing of her /jropAccie* until after the 
events, to which they related, had transpired and 
become matters of public notoriety. 

In one instance^ however^ sfie %Tntlired to dis- 
close a prediction Iff ore its fulfilment : This, alsii, 
vas in relation to Napoleon Bonaparte. She waft 
a great admirer 6f this enterprising and victorious 
chieftain, and ti^r partiality for him probably coh- 
»tituted th^ Inspiration which dictated her pfopht- 
cy. — She said " he was an instrument in the hands 
f»f the Almighty for the purpose of bringhig all tli€ 
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nations of the earth under one government^ pre- 
paratory to the second coming of the Lord-; that 
be would return to France, become again a migh- 
ty conqueror and subject the whole world to hi? 
sway."-^enMma set a great value on this prophc' 
cy, and appeared to rely with the utmost confi- 
dence upon the exact fulfilment of it. She com^ 
municated it to a number of persons whose confi- 
dtnce and good opinion she washed to gain, to tb« 
end, that the final accomplishment of this predic- 
tion should convince them that her claims to divt» 
ity were well founded. 

Having assumed the character of a Saviour of tb^ 
world, Jemima soon fomid it expedient to lay ckiini 
to the possession of those poivers which distinguished 
the Messiah, ami which by affording occular de- 
monstration of his authority, were more peculiarly 
calculated to convince the beholder of tlie divinity 
of his person and the truth of bis mission. She 
therefore, in a very early stage of her career, pre-* 
tended to possess, not only the spirit of prophecy, 
but the power of working miracles. • This was the 
most impolitic of all her pretensions, as it afforded 
a criterion by which it could easily be determined 
whether she possessed any qualifications not com* 
mon to her sex. .Being fully sensible of the dan- 
ger of detection, she carefully forbore attempting 
any extraordinary performance, contenting her- 
self with simply asserting her powers, witbotit 
deigning to condescend to the exercise of them, and 
it was not until her veracity came to be doubted, and 
her character began to suffer, even among her fol- 
lowers, that she yielded to the necessity ofattempt-* 
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ing to work a miracle. Those who had no faiih 
ih her preaching, and looked upon her as aiir im- 
postor, stated to her thiit Jesus Ctirisi walked on 
the Crater, artd if she was diarged with a diving 
liiission from Heaven, it was expected she conld do 
the same; and some of her followers also felt a 
strong desire to see lier give some evidence of the 
truth of her assertions concerning herself, by which 
they might not only become more perfectly tfatis-* 
fied themselves, but with which they could effectU'^ 
ally answer the reasons and arguments made ase 
of by thc.T enemies. Jemima finding herself thus 
bfset on all hands, was at length compelled to un- 
dertake the hazardous experiment of attempting to 
walk on the water. Trusting therefore to acci- 
dent and the resources of her cunning mind for 
escaping exposure, she appointed a time at -which 
hhe would meet her friends on the margin of Taun-* 
toti, river, in the town of SwaiK&ey, and convince- 
'them of. the reality of what she had taught them to 
believe, ,by walking on the water. She made her 
appearance at tiie time and place appointed, 
where she was met by a large collection of people^ 
eager to witness the exhibition which had been 
promised them. She then commenced with an 
eloquent and fervent prayer, with which she occu- 
pied their attention a considerable time, after whicb 
she proceeded to the delivery of a discourse, in 
which she lectured her audience with considerable 
ability and with great severity, particularly on ac- 
count of their want of faith. She told themtiiat if 
they had faith to believe that she couUl perform the 
works of the Xiord, they might res.t satisfied, for if 
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should be well with them, and as to those who did 
not believe, they are ^^ an evil generation : they 
seek a sign ; and there shall no sign be given it, 
but the sign of Jonas the prophet."* — "Why doth 
this generation seek after a sign ? Verily I say 
unto you, there shall no sign be given to tliis gen* 
eration.^f — " A wicked and adulterous genera* 
tion seeketh after a sign ; and there shall no sign 
be given nnto it, but the sign of the Prophet Jo- 
nas."| — ^She continued her discourse at considera- 
ble length, admonishing her friends to beware of 
the doubts and difficulties thrown in their way by a 
wicked world, which was meant by an " evil gene-* 
ration." She also reproved those who came there 
to gratify an idle curiosity, instead of listening to 
the voice of truth, and was particularly severe and 
bitter against those who had required this evidence 
of the truth of her words. She then addressed the 
whole in kind and affectionate language, proclaim- 
ed that she was the " Universal Friend of Man- 
kind," and that those who believed in the truth of 
her doctrines, obeyed her precepts and followed 
her advice, would be sure of a final passport to 
Heaven, while those who denied her authority and 
rejected her counsels, would be cut off Without 
the hope of pardon or mercy. After hearing her 
through and receiving her blessing, the assembly 
separated and peaceably retired to their homei, 
some filled with awe and fear of her power adii 

*Luke 11th, 29th. 
t Mark *8lh, 12th. 
X Matthew l«tb, 4ch. 
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autkorixy, some with commisseration at her delii*- 
^ion, and others with contempt for her bypocrtsjic 
This occurrence became the subject of mirth and 
ridicule to those who did not belong to the Society^ 
and aflbrded them tlie means of annoying her fol- 
lowers, by putting them in mind of the cheat which 
Jemima bad practised upon their credulity. But 
this defeat made no visible impression on their 
minds^ nor did itatall shake the confidence they pra- 
tended to repose in her perfectibility. The sub- 
ject was duly canvassed among themselves in their 
own way, and although she had not seen fit to 
walk on the water on that occasion, they thought 
»be had given a very satisfactory reason for tiie 
omission ; and that whenever it should suit her con- 
venience she wouM no doubt perform such^a mira- 
cle as would satisfy them alL As a story never 
loses any thuig by travelling or repetition, so the 
relation of this adventure increased in importance 
as it was handed from one to another, until on 
reaching ber distant followers, it was magnified 
into a nuracle of the first water, and maay who 
were always ready to believe any tale, however- 
preposterous, provided h went to establish the 
character of Jemima as- a Prophetess,, undoubted- 
ly believed the fact as firmly as they befieved in 
their awn existence. Jemima therefore d<Kriv£d 
from this abortive attempt,, all the-. benefit j as it res- 
pected the fairb of her followers, which Ae coubl 
have received from the most complete suecessj: and; 
besides, it taught her the expediency of choosmg^ 
her own mode of working miracles, in order to in- 
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sure the greater facility in palming these itnpos- 
tares upon her deluded followers. 

Jemima was for some time in doubt as to the effect 
ber late attempt at working a miracle would pro- 
duce upon the public mind. With respect to her 
followers she had but little difficulty in reconciling 
them to whatever she chose to require, particular- 
ly in matters of faith and mystery. Jn this instance 
she saw that no sensible diminution of confidence 
fa^d been produced among them, and as to the 
opinion of the world, she pretended that it gave 
her no concern, otherwise than as their stubborn- 
ness and unbelief subjected them to tl>e danger of 
being cut off from all hopes of future happiness. 
The next scheme projected by Jemima for prov- 
ing her infallibility, and convincing doubters of tiie 
truth of her mission, was to heal the sick. As an 
attempt of this sort would not be so public in its na- 
ture, nor so likely to expose her to immediate detec- 
tion, she naturally calculated upon a greater pro- 
bability of success, in case she could find a fit op- 
portunity. Nor was it long before an occasion 
presented itself every way to her liking. A Miss 
Sarah Stone had been violentJy ill and was just 
beginning to recover, when JemijoQa called to heal 
her malady. A considerable number of her fol^ 
lowers assembled to witness^ the ceremony. Jemi- 
ma having prayed with them, rook the patient out 
of ber bed} and placed her in an easy chair, and 
then delivered an exhortation, in which she assert- 
ed her power to heal the sick, and recommended to 
the girl patience, resignation and faith, particular- 
ly the latter, pretending that the good ei{ects of 
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what had been done, depended altogether on her 
faith in the power which she possessed of working 
miracles, — and promised her a certain and speedy 
recovery in case she exercised a sufficient degree 
o( fqith. She then departed, and the young wo- 
man regularly and slowly regained her health and 
strength,probably in the same manner as she would 
have done had Jemima let her alone. But she had 
been sick, the Friend had visited her, and promised 
her a certain restoration to health, and she was now 
completely restored. All therefore, who chose t» 
believe in the miraculous effects of Jemima's inN 
pertinent interference, were at full liberty to enjoy 
their opinions, and to assert the infallibilhy of their 
mistress, whenever, and as often as suited their con- 
venience. . But those who did not belong to the 
Society considered it a mere trick which the most 
stupid must easily understand ; they thought little ^ 
of it, and the circumstance was soon forgotten, 
and probably would never have been recollected 
had it not grown into a miracle on travelling a lit- 
tle distance from home. This trifling occurrence 
was of great service to Jemima. The tale was told 
to her distant followers with variations and exag- 
gerations, was handed from one to another, rehears- 
ed in the public meetings and evening sittings of 
tlie &ithful, with a train of circumstances which 
never existed, until it assumed the form and sub- 
stance of a full grown miracle. Thus the members 
were prompted to greater zeal in her service, and 
thereby some little additions were made to their 
difierent Societies. 
The success of this mirade added greatly to the 
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satisfaction and pride of Jemima, and rendered her 
people more devoted to her service, more easily * 
governed, and withal, a little more liberal in theif 
donations for her support, which latter was a point 
of the first importance to her, and to which she al- 
ways attended with the utmost care and solicitude^ 
She now projected another visit to PennRvlVani^, 
and called upon the members to provide the means 
of prosecuting her journey with ease and comfort. 
They readily furnished her with the necessary sup- 
plies, and Jemima, attended as usual, proceeded on 
her way rejoicing at the complete success of this 
paltry contrivance, by which she had gained s6 
many advantages. This was her second journey 
to Pennsyhoaliia, and at this time she formed a re- 
gular Society at Worcester, and, as will readily be 
seen, she was much assisted bj^ the rehearsal of alf 
the circumstances of her great achievment in heal- 
ing the sick, which was now multiplied into a doz- 
en, at least, of as wonderful miracles as ever were 
wrought since the foundation of the world. Here 
(he effect produced by the promulgation of these 
Idle stories, was still greater than it had been in 
Khode-Island, not that the people were greater 
fools^ for that v/as impossible, but because there 
was a sufficient number to affirm to the truth of 
tliem, and no one to contradict, or even explain 
the circumstances. Those who had become foli- 
lowers rejoiced at this new evidence of the divinity 
of their Idol, the wavering were confirmed, and 
many were added to their numbers, so that this So- 
ciety, though recently formed, was nearly as nu- 
merous, and at least as wealthy and zealous as that 
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in Rhode-lsUnd. Jemima did not at tliis time at- 
tempt any marvellous exploits at Worcester, but 
her attendants wer» very anxious to seize upon 
some circumstance, out of which tliey could mann- 
iacture a miracle by the time they should revis* 
it their New- England friends; Whenever any 
were sick in her Society, it was tlieir custom to 
send for Jemima,, who never failed to visit them on 
these occasions*. In two or three instances during 
her stay, she was called to visit persons who were, 
or pretended to be, indisposed, and who were appa- 
rently in perfect health the day following. In theste 
eases, the sodden recovery of the patients was as- 
cribed altogether to the exercise of the power of Je- 
mima to heal the sick, so that on their return to 
Rhode-Island her attendants had ten or a dozeu 
very respectable fniracles^ to give an account of, 
and which were, as usual, listened to with open- 
mouthed wonder, by her adoring followers. AI* 
though Jemima saw distinctly the good effects pro- 
duced by these deceptions, and felt much elated 
with her success, yet she was cautious of attempting 
them too often, lest she should miscarry in some ol* 
her schemes, and thereby lose the advantages 
which she had thus gained. She therefore made 
shift to get along with the concerns of her Society 
for nearly three years, without attempting any 
new or marvellous performances. 

But at length it became necessary to resort t». 
her old practices in order to keep up appearances, 
and to sustain the drooping confidence of her fol^ 
lowers. The stories of her healing the sick,, be^ 
coming stale and uninteresting, by being repeat^ 
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satisfaction and pride of Jemima, and rendered her 
people more devoted to her service, more easily ' 
governed, and withal, a little more liberal in their 
donations for her support, which latter was a point 
of the first importance to her, and to which she al- 
w^ays attended with the utmost care and solicitwde^ 
She now projected another visit to Pennsylvania, 
and called upon the members to provide the means 
of prosecuting her journey with ease and comfort. 
They readily furnished her with the necessary sup- 
y»lies, and Jemima, attended as usual, proceeded on 
her way rejoicing at the complete success of this 
paltry contrivance, by which she had gained so 
many advantages. This was her second journey 
to Pennsyhoaiiia, and at thist'ime she formed a re- 
gular Society at Worcester, and, as will readily be 
seen, she was much assisted bj^ the rehearsal of alF 
the circumstances of her great achievment in heal- 
ing the sick, which was now multiplied into a doz- 
en, at least, of as wonderful miracles as ever were 
wrought since the foundation of the world. Here 
the effect produced by the promulgation of these 
file stories, was still greater than it had been in 
Khode-Island, not that the people were greater 
fools^ for that v/as impossible, but because there 
was a sufficient number to affirm to the truth of 
tliem, and no one to contradict, or even explain 
the circumstances. Those who had become fol- 
lowers rejoiced at this new evidence of the divinity 
of their Idol, the wavering were confirmed, and 
^any were added to their numbers, so that this So- 
iety, though recen tly formed, was nearly as n«- 
Jbron?, atfrtp^^^^ig wealthy and zealous as that 
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support life — Jemima was to preach a funeral ser* 
mon, and lastly when the procession was proceed- 
ing to the burial ground, Jemnna was to walk by 
the side of the coffin, constantly and vehemently 
engaged in prayer, and at a suitable time she was 
to pray to the " Father in Heaven, to restore their 
dear deceased friend to life, for the sake of the 
Lamb that was slain." Whereupon the girl in the 
coftin should give a signal by imitating the groans 
and struggles of a person recovering from a fit ; 
the coffin was then to be set down and opened, and 
she being found alive, was to finish the farce, and 
constitute the miracle of raising a dead person to 
life. Itorrible and hazardous as this blasphemous 
project may appear, yet this bold and profligate 
woman had the hardihood to commence her opera- 
tions, and actually attempt carrying it into effect* 
The young woman pretended to be unwell, and 
then so ill as to be confined to her bed. Jemima, 
under the pretence of her being a " 46ar and favor- 
ite follower," took upon herself the care of her pa- 
tient ; she would not allow any physician to be cal-* 
led in, neither was any person, excepting those 
who from necessity were intrusted with the secret, 
permitted to see her or even to come into her room* 
Her nearest friends were members of the flock, ani' 
durst not di^obtey Jemima, they could not there- 
fore interfere. Some two or three who had been 
her companions, being alarmed on account of the 
dangerous situation in which she was represented 
to be, called at the house, and begged admittance, 
but V. ore uniformly and pertinaciously refused.—* 
>?emiuia a^nd her creatures informed them, that thd 
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young Friend was in the hands of the Lord^ who 
would deal with her for the best, and that they 
need give themselves no trouble on the subject; 
that if her hour was come she must depart, and if 
not, they would in due time see her restored to 
health. As Jemima had been a long time medita- 
ting this project, and preparing the means for car- 
rying it into execution, her arrangements and the 
discipline of her confidants were such that she 
found no difficulty whatever in continuing the 
deception until the ^seventh day of the pretended 
sickness of her patient, which was intended to be 
the last ; during all which time she had succeeded 
in every respect to her entire satisfaction. The fol- 
lowers of Jemima believed that she could heal the 
sick, and hoped that, as she had not for a long time 
exercised this prerogative, she would consider the 
present as a favorable opportunity for making an-* 
Other manifestation of her power and glory, and 
therefore entertained strong hopes that this favour- 
ite of the Friend would suddenly be restored to 
health. This idea was countenanced by various 
bints and half expressed sentences from one to an- 
other, until it became general among the membei^s 
throughout the neighbourhood. Among the in- 
mates of Jemima to whom the true secret of this 
ikrce was necessarily confided, was a companion 
of the sick sister, who was much attached to her.— - 
She had from the commencement of this scheme 
fe]t a strong repugnance to it, and had at first yield- 
ed her assent in obedience to Uie authority of 
her mistress ; but she now became alarmed with the 
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Itorrid nature of the imposture in which she wai 
acting a part, and knew that in case they should 
succeed according to their calculation, the secret 
could not be kept but by a continued persevemnct 
hi falsehood during her whole life. She had there* 
fore determined on breaking up the showj if possi* 
ble, and if not, to retire from any farther partici* 
ptition in its guilt. 

Jemima was called from home about three miles 
to visit ope of her followers who had been recently 
taken ill, and being in great distress, had sent a ve- 
ry urgent request to the "Universal Friend" to 
come without delay. The two young women be- 
ing left alone a part of the Ume during Jemima-s 
absence, had an ample opportunity of canvassing 
the merits of the business in which they were enga- 
ged. The one Vtho was to have acted a subordi* 
mate part, represented to her companion in very 
strong language, the impropriety of their conduct, 
and that for herself, she was determined to proceed 
no further in it. She also adv]sed4)er friend to 
viesist immediately, and urged as a reason, the 
great danger she was in^^that it was a most in&* 
mous imposture) and a horrible profanation — that 
it would be in no wise extraordinary if her Maker 
shouM be offended at such blasphemies, and strike 
her dead the moment her decease was announced 
abroad, and thus make a reality of that which 
they had intended only as an experiment upon the 
credulity of an innocenlspeople. She urged also 
as another strong reason why there was more dan-* 
ger in this mock tragedy than they had at first ima« 
gined, that if the cheat should be suspectedf and 
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charged opon them, she would be sacrificed for the 
protection of the Friend's reputation, as she would 
sooner bury any one of her followers alive, than be 
detected in such an imposture, and that in this in- 
stance she could do it with impunity in case there 
should be danger of exposure. These arguments 
alarmed the patient exceedingly, and if they did 
not improve her health, they certainly cured her 
of all inclination to be put into a coffin.* 

After remaining a short time at the bed side of 
her follower, Jemima returned home full of anxie- 
ty hr the success of her project, and determined 
that nothing should again divert her attention, for 
a moment, from a personal snperintendance of the 
whole operation. But on her arrival she found Ibe 
measures, which she had concerted with so much 
skill and care, for working one of the most won- 
derful miracles that ever was heard of, entirely 
deranged. She made an attempt, however, to 
mend matters, by endeavoring to reconcile her pa«* 
tient to continue the farce. But all to no purpose^ 
she had become so thoroughly frightened with the 
idea of being laid our in the dress of a corpse, and 
put into a coffin, that the alternate threats and pro- 
mises which were liberally dealt out, produced no 
effect. Jemima was therefore obliged, though ve- 
ry reluctantly, to relinqqish the hope of immortali- 
sing her name by restoring to life a dead body. 

Although she was under the absolute necessity 
of abandoning all hopes of success in the original 
project, yet she not only succeeded admirably in ex- 
tricating herself from the dilemma in which she 
was placed by her patient's refusal to die, but ac- 
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Iiorrid nature of the imposture in which she wai 
acting a part, and knew that in case they should 
succeed according to their calculation, the secret 
could not be kept but by a continued perseverance 
in falsehood during her whole life. She had there* 
fore determined on breaking up the showj if possi* 
ble, and if not, to retire from any farther partici* 
ptition in its guilt. 
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to visit ope of her followers who had been recently 
taken ill, and being in great distress^ had sent a ve- 
ry urgent request to the " Universal Friend" to 
come without delay. The two young women be- 
ing left alone a part of the time during Jemima's 
absence, had an ample opportunity of canvassing 
the merits of the business in which they were enga- 
ged. The one Vtho was to have acted a subordi* 
mate part, represented to her companion in very 
strong language, the impropriety of their conduct, 
and that for herself, she was determined to proceed 
no further in it. She also advised4ier friend to 
viesist immediately, and urged as a renson, the 
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mous imposture) and a horrible profanation — that 
it would be in no wise extraordinary if her Maker 
shouM be offended at such blasphemies, and strike 
her dead the moment her decease was announced 
nbroad, and thus make a reality of that which 
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JEMIMA WILKINSON. 159 

charged opon them, she would be sacrificed for the 
protection of the Friend's reputation, as she would 
sooner bury any one of her followers alive, than be 
detected in such an imposture, and that in this in- 
stance she could do it with impunity in case there 
should be danger of exposure. These arguments 
alarmed the patient exceedingly, and if they did 
not improve her health, they certainly cured her 
of all incliiiatioQ to be put into a coffin.* 

After remaining a short time at the bed side of 
her follower, Jemima returned hoine full of anxie- 
ty Cot the success of her project, and determined 
that nothing should again divert her attention, for 
a moment, from a personal snperintendance of the 
whole operation. But on her arrival she found Ibe 
measures, which she had concerted with so much 
skill and care, for working one of the most won- 
derful miracles that ever was heard of, entirely 
deranged. She made an attempt, however, to 
mend matters, by endeavoring to reconcile her pa«* 
tient to continue the farce. But all to no purpose, 
she had become so thoroughly frightened with the 
idea of being laid oufin the dress of a corpse, and 
put into a coffin, that the alternate threats and pro- 
mises which were liberally dealt out, produced no 
effect. Jemima was therefore obliged, though ve- 
ry reluctantly, to relinqqish the hope of immortali- 
sing her name by restoring to life a dead body. 

Although she was under the absolute necessity 
of abandoning all hopes of success in the original 
project, yet she not only succeeded admirably in ex- 
tricating herself from the dilemma in which she 
was placed by her patient's reAisal to die, but ac- 
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taaily turned the affair to considerable account. — 
It had been announced during that afternoon, that 
the youug lady was evidently very near her end, 
that she was helpless and speechless, and that there 
was in reality no probability that she coald live 
through the night. Several of the followers were 
collected at the Friend's house to enquire after the 
health of the yonng woman, and on being told 
that her case was considered hopeless, were ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful, and lamented the untimely 
fate of their dear sister, and likened her to a fra- 
grant flower cut down and withering e'er the sun 
of life had kiss'd from its bloom the morning dew 
of its existence* While they were thus roonrning 
over the approaching fate of their companion, and 
jq^vely moralizing on the uncertainty of human 
life, and the fleeting vanity of all things 1>enieath 
the sun, Jemima was very diflcrently and more 
earnestly occupied. She was closeted . Aviih her 
patient, endeavoring, after she found there was no 
probability whatever of succeeding in the original 
project of raising tlie dead, to extort from the 
girl a promise of jsecrecy,*and to induce her to 
consent to be suddenly raised from a bed of sick- 
ness to perfect health. She had become so niuch 
alarmed with her situation, that she hardly knew 
what to do with herself, she abhorred the fraudu- 
lent enterprize in which she had been unwarily led 
^o engage, and was determined to abandon Jemi- 
ma the first convenient opportunity. But as yet 
she was in her power, and durst not ofiend her for 
fear she might yet be sacrificed. She was also ex*^ 
Iremely anxious to be discharged from her con- 
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iinemeut, which could not be done without Jemi- 
tna's consent. She therefore at length yielded a 
reluctant consent to be healed of her malady, and 
10 keep secret tbe fact which Jemima was so anx- 
ious to conceal. Having thus happily succeeded 
in securing her retreat, Jemima immediately made 
preparation for healing her sick patient, which was, 
with all due form and solemnity, announced to the 
company present. The door of the pretended 
-sick room beiilg then tlirown open, discovered a 
small table, on which was placed three candies, 
Jemima standing behind it and in front of the bed 
x>n which her patient quietly reposed, and so situa* 
ted that the audience could have but a very imper- 
fect view of any thing in the room but Jemima and 
the two sisters, to whom the secret Ijad been confi- 
ded. Jemima commenced the ceremonies with a 
short exhortation, in which she diescanted largely 
■upon the fidelity, the virtues and piety of their 
suffering sister, the great loss her death would oc- 
casion to the Society, and how thankful they should 
all be in case the beloved could be restored to 
health, and required them to join with her in a fer- 
vent supplication to the Father, that the sick 
might be. made whole. She then prayed foe 
a considerable time with great earnestness, anS 
ended with a petition that their dearly beloved, 
sick, and dying sister, might be immediately res- 
tored to health. Then turning to the bed she 
took hold of the young woman's hfjnds, and raised 
her up to a sitting posture, and spoke to her^ when 
to the astonishment of all present, she answered ia 

o2 
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a strong discinct voice, and effectually couviuced 
them that she was as well as any one of thecq. Je- 
mima then returned thanks for the sudden restora- 
tion of one of the Lambs of the flock, gave her vis- 
itors her blessing, and sent them home to. their sop^ 
pers. The next day many of the followers called 
to see the person who had been raised, as they 
supposed, from death's door, and to congratulate 
her on her speedy recovery. As Jemima would 
not permit her io see company out of her presence, 
there was no opportunity of any explanation ex^ 
cept such, as would continue the cheat, and the fol- 
lowers believing that she had been very sick, and 
now seeing her in perfect health, were ready to af- 
firm unequivocally that Jemima had performed a 
most wonderful miracle, and believed that those 
who denied the divinity of her person, and the re- 
ality of her miracles, were without the hope or pos- 
sibility of salvation. This performance was much 
better authenticated than the former one, and for a 
while gained her great credit with the members of 
the Society ; and tTie farce was performed with so 
much skill and address, and the reality of the mir- 
acle so vehemently and unanimously affirmed to 
by the followers, that an impression was made up- 
on the minds of a few credulous persons, who soon 
after joined the Society. 

By this happy contrivance she not only extrica- 
ted herself from the most difficult and dangerous 
predicament in which she had ever been placed, 
but obtained new laurels to her earthly crown, by 
adding to her catalogue another most remarkable 
and well authenticated miracle. It was firmly be- 
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li6ved by all her followers, and by many otliefg not 
-doubted, that the ^1 bad been at the point of 
death, and they all now saw ber hi the enjoyfn^t 
of a full measure of health and strength, without 
exhibiting the least traee of the ravages of the tcfr- 
rible disease vrith which tbey supposed she had be^n 
recently afflicted, ft was in their opinion, a flpfi- 
raculous recovery, produced not by the ordinary 
neans of the healing art, nor by human agency, 
bttt by the immediate interposition of Almigh^ 
power, manifesting itself In the person of the ''Uni- 
versal Friend of mankind," to convince an unbelie- 
ving world of the sanctity of her mission and the 
divinity of her person. Those therefore, who still 
withheld their belief in these unhallowed pretences, 
were in the broad road to destruction, and those 
who were satisfied with the delusion, and were zeaU 
ous to spread the fame of the Friend, and the ac* 
count of her mighty doings^ were sure of the re* 
wards which she never failed to promise to the 
faithful, and to those who should '^ persevere to the 
end." But the danger of detection from which Je* 
mima had so narrowly escaped, made a lasting im- 
pression upon her mind, and induced her to resolve 
never again to attempt a miracle. 

A very particular and most exaggerated account 
of this hypocritical farce was transmitted to tbe 
governess and leading members of the Society in 
Pennsylvania, which was read and listened to with 
extravagant admiration, by those confiding and 
deluded people. 

The efiect produced by the receipt of this grate- 
All intelligence was even greater than was antici- 
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pated by Jemima, and was sufficient to serve thfe 
purposes of the holy sisterhood for a considerable 
time ; for the followers, by endeavoring to impose 
a belief in this miracle upon others, so committed 
themselves, as to the verity of the facts and the un- 
doubted ability of their Idol to perform these won- 
ders, that they had no pretence ever after to ask 
her to undertake a like performance ; and she, re- 
membering the danger of detection to which she 
Jiad been exposed in this instance, very prudently 
resolved never again to hazard her character and 
consequence by a further prosecution of this mira- 
cle-making business. 

Some time after, however, the whole mystery of 
this shallow cheat was unveiled, with a full dis- 
closure of all the circumstances attending it. On 
the discovery of the robbery 6f the Treasury, Jemi- 
ma fled from Rhode-Island with such precipita- 
tion, that she had neither time nor opportunity to 
give directions for the police and good gover&ment 
of the flock in her absence, but left the faithful to 
shift for themselves. The young woman whom Je- 
mima intended to have raised from the dead, in case 
she could have persuaded her to die, and upon 
whom this most invaluable miracle had been 
wrought, was now no longer under the controul of 
Jemima, and being left to the government of her- 
self; was one of the first to abandon.all connexion 
with the remnant of this broken Society; and to ex- 
pose the cheats and mock mysteries by which their 
loving mistress had governed and fleeced her un- 
fortunate followers, and among other things^ gave 
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« detailed account of the conduct of Jemima in re- 
lation to this pretended miracle. 

After sacceedingin the establishment of her So- 
cieties in New-England, and securing an almost 
absolute controul of the members in respect to 
their spiritual concerns, Jeihima began^ very ear- 
ly, to evince a strong propensity to intermeddle 
in the direction and disposal of their teoip6ral af- 
fairs. She found no difficulty in learning the se- 
cret history of every family to which any one of 
her followers belonged, and was always regularly 
informed of all incidents, which from time to 
time occurred in uny part of the Society, which 
were carefully treasured up and held in reserve to 
be resorted to as occasion might require. The first 
and greatest object of her an:Kious cares was the 
accumulation of a fortune which should at once ren- 
der her independent of any contingencies which 
might happen to the Society, and the ordinary vi- 
cissitudes of human life, and enable, her to main- 
tain that superiority in her style and equipage, to 
which her pride and ambition always aspired.— 
And although the professions, and probably the 
opinions, of Jemima, underwent many mutations 
and changes during her priesthood, yet, in this re- 
spect, she was always uniform ; her avarice increa- 
sed with her years, and continued until the close 
of her eventful career. 

Next to her ambition and zeal in the acquire- 
ment of wealth, she was distinguised by her con- 
stant assiduity in prying into, and endeavoring to 
controul, the private family concerns of her follow- 
ers ; and in early life arrogated to herself the right 
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of negociatiog or probibitiog matches among the 
younger members, in all cases giving or withhold- 
ing her consent^ as shoold best suit her own inte- 
rested views. In these matters she became a most 
able and skilful manager ; she obtained the entire 
disposal of her unmarried followers, no one daring 
to contravene her injunctions, whatever violence 
their inclinations might suffer by a compliance. — r 
But in respect to herself, she was far less fortunate* 
Unwilling to sacrifice her affections or her vanity 
upon the altar of e^Lpediency, and being unable 
to draw into her clutches any one to whom she 
would consent to surrender her independence, she 
was a long time tossed between hope and fear, and 
was akernately the victim of her inclinations and 
her pride. Although she found up difficulty iq 
procuring husbands for her sisters, and other fe* 
male followers, yet every attempt to accommodate 
herself, was frustrated either by her own self im^ 
portance, or the inconstancy of her admirers.—? 
That season of life in which she could reasonably 
expect to form an advantageous connexion was 
fast passing away — attentions from the other sex, 
to which she had long been accustomed, and which 
never failed to flatter her vanity, were gradually 
withdrawn, and she atJengtb awakened to tbemor<i 
tifying reality that she was abandoned by alLfaer 
acquaintance, ejccepting those deluded beings who 
bad surrendered themselves entirely to her direc- 
tion, and whom she despised for that very weak- 
ness and folly which had rendered them si)bservi'<9 
ent to her authority. Her unfortunate acquf^B> 
taoce with the ButxA officer at JN^tw^^^y^ and iiU 
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^tier recolIetrtioD of the consequences which resuk-r 
ed from it, ranfkled in her breast, she became dis* 
gusted with the idea of matrimony, and fioallyi 
when all hope of an eligible settlement had fled for- 
mer, she made up her mind to remain single, and 
devote herself to the care and government of her 
flock. But she had not, as yet, discovered thai 
marriage was an enormons crime, the commission 
of which would subject its perpetrator to eternal 
misery. 

Sarah Richards, who has been already mention- 
ed as one of Jemima's followers, was an interesting 
and accomplished woman, and had more talent and 
address than any other member of the Societ3r) 
and, saving the credit which Jemima bad with her 
followers as their spiritual leader, she was in alL 
respects her equal. Sarah had been reputably 
married, and had lived a short time very, happily 
with her husband* But On the birth of her child, 
she had, through a painful and protracted illness^ 
suffered alitiosi every thing but death itself, and on 
her recovery, she made a most solemn vow, that she 
would never be the mother of another child. She 
afterwards abandoned her husband and joined her-» 
self to Jemima's household, bringing her daughter 
£iiza with her, who was now about two years old* 

From the circumstances already related, it will 
appear, that both these women had, though from 
different motives, resolved on the i^me course of 
Hfe. After becoming initiated into the mysteries 
of the sisterhood, Sarah Richards proposed the 
klea of prohibiting matrimony among the follow- 
ers, to which Jemima readily assented, and Ihts 
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new item was without delay, added to her creed, 
ajid preparations immedintdy made for promulga- 
ting il lo the memhers of the Society. 

Jemima relied principally on the influence of her 
ilreoms and visions, and her authority over her 
people, for a compliance with this new requisition. 
In support of this doctrine, she quoted the li:th, 
]3tb and I5th verses of the 6ih chapter of Romani, 
with many other passages of scripture, and cited 
the example of Sarah Richards, whom she repre- 
sented to them as a holy woman, who, on becom- 
ing acfjuainted with her doty to God, bad kft her 
husband and devoted herself to the service of ttn 
Lord, and the welfare of the Society. She repre- 
sented marriage as a foul stain upon the character 
of a professor of religion, and upon religion itself, 
and as an abomination which could not be indulg- 
ed in but at the hazard of etemnl misery. Sbede- 
nied that it was an institution sanctioned by divine 
authority, or that it was consistent witli the duty of 
man to his Maimer. She said it was an invention 
of wicked men, for the purpose of enslaving the fe- 
male part of the creation, and seducing them fron 
the paths of religion and their duty to the Lord, 
and that it must be renounced by every man and 
woman who hoped for salvntion. She said, (to me 
her own words^ that it was "thedamnabledoctrine 
of heresy, a ' "" 
fr nil those i 
.,-. njecl iL'3 
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arising from it, together with some anecdotes iut!- 
jnately connected with this part of her history. 

Deborah Wilkinson, Jemima's j^ounger sitter, 
was yet unmarried, and a mutual attachment existed 
between her and a young man of the name of Ben- 
ajahBotsford, who occasionally paid her his atten- 
tions; and at the lime that Jemima first publish- 
ed her interdict against matrimony, they were 
engaged, and expected soon to be married ; But 
Jemima fulminated her anathemas with such vigor 
and authority, as to check the proceedings of the 
young couple, and to induce them for a while to lay 
aside all thoughts of a union. — They both belong- 
ed to the society, and being extremely unwilling 
to provoke (he reeentmenl of Jemima, or brave the 
censures of their fellow members, they agreed to • 
give up all further thoughts of marriage and confine 
themselves to a mutual interchange of friendly sen- 
timents and kind ofiices, which they vainly ima- 
l^ncd would secure their happiness through life. 

But the laws of nature .were not thus to be trifled 
with ; the spark of affection had been kindled, and 
tliey toon found that all their efforts to repress its 
eflectc served but to light it into a flame which they 
could neither coutroui nor conceal. Jemima a- 
larmed at this backsliding in two of her favorite 
followers, and fearing (hat if (hey set at nought her 
eAunsels and djsul>eyed her. commands, Iter author- 
ity over the oiliur members would be materially 
[ wcakeiieil, resolved u]ron a measure which, if buc- 
isfiil, would gratily lier spleen and secure the obe- 
fUtii and if unsuccessful, would 
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leave bcr where she began. This was to banish 
Bobford. She summoned him into her pres- 
ence, and read him a most terrible lecture on his 
fall from grace, and his disobedience of the cora- 
inimds of the Lord, reproached him with giving 
himself up to the dominion of the flesh and the ser- 
vice of the devil, and with attempting to allure ta 
destruction one of the dearest lambs of the Lord's 
flock, and enjoined him in the most severe terms 
not to jeopardize the present and eternal welfare of 
both Deborah and himself. And as she had dis- 
covered that they would be in continual danger of 
committing the abominable crime of fornicationi 
(for such she accounted all intercourse between hus- 
band and wife) unless they were separated until 
ihcy could efiectually subdue their unruly passions, 
she was under' the necessity of directing him tQ 
leave the country and never return thither without 
her permission. She ordered him to start immedi-r 
ately for Nova Scotia, and denounced against him 
the most tremendous curses in case he did not forth- 
with obey her commiinds. She insisted upon his 
taking up his cross and pursuing his journey with- 
out a murmur, and cautioned him not to loiter by 
the way, nor cast a longing, lingering look be- 
hind ; reminding him of the punishment inflicted 
upon Lot's wife for looking back wlien fleeing out 
of Sodom. 

Poor Botsford, who had beeii a submissive sub- 
ject of Jemima, and was much esteemed by his fel- 
low members, now considered his doom as finally 
fixed. He had, therefore, nothing to do but to pack 
up his scanty wardrobe and commence his journey- 
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l3e pursued his way with cheerful diligence, con- 
toling himself under his hard desiinj^, with the re- 
flection that he was fulfilling his duty, and with Ae 
liope that obedience and repentance would in time 
procure folr him a full pardon and permission to re- 
turn to his native land. Deborah was much disap- 
pointed and distressed on learning the fate of Bots- 
ford ; she had a strong attachment for him, and had 
long been wavering between her allegiance to Je- 
mima and her affection for her lover. But seeing 
no prospect of mending matters by quarrelling with 
her sister, she silently acquiesced in the procedure 
and applied herself with increased assiduity in plea- 
sing and assisting Jemima. After the lapse of a- 
bout three years, Botsford obtained leave to return, 
upon the express condition, however, that he should 
make no farther advances in his courtship with 
Deborah : — But no sooner had they met again than 
the old flame burst Torth with redoubled violence. 
Jemima, astonished and enraged at their temerity, 
summoned them into her presence, and gave them 
both a very angry and terrible scolding, threaten- 
ing them with the most dreadful punishments, both 
liere and hereafter, if they disobeyed her com- 
mands, and declared that if they did marry she 
would cast them off forever, and would " never 
again speak to them, or of them, in time or eterni- 
ty." — After pronouncing this terrible maledlctior>^ 
«he gave Botsford an abrupt and haughty dismis- 
sal, and ordered Deborah to her room. 

They removed to the Lake country along with 
their friends, where they were soon after married, 
which so paraged Jemima;, that^ in part fulfilment 
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of her threat, she refused during the residue of her 
life to speak to them or mention them on any oc- 
casion whatever. 

Botsford died some years before jemima. When 
on his death bed, his wife sent an earnest request to 
her sister, to visit them, with which Jemima reluc- 
tantly complied. There were several of the neigh- 
bours present to whom she delivered a short exhor- 
tation, but even under these distressing circum- 
stances she obstinately persevered in her refusal to 
speak to him, to mention his name, or even make 
any personal allusion to him* Although Jemima 
was of an implacable temper, and never forgave 
those who were so unfortunate as to fall under her 
displeasure, without the most humble and abject sub-" 
missions, yet it can scarcely be believed that s!>e had 
cherished her resentment against her sister and 
brother for so many years. It is much more prob- 
able that her unnatural treatment of them, on tiiis 
occasion, arose from the recollection of the rash 
promise which, in a moment of passion, she had 
made them, and the vain hope that by perseverance 
she should convince her followers that her decrees 
were immutable, and that what" The Friend" had 
once spoken was unalterable. 

Although Jemima failed in many of her attempts 
to break up matches among the younger members 
of the Society, yet she succeeded in several instan- 
ces effectually to separate those who 'were bound 
together by the most ardent attachment. They ap- 
plied to her for permission to marry, and in the most 
humble terms besought her to have compassion on 
them and grant them a dispensation. But it was. to no 
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purpose that ihey pleaded their inabiliiy to conform 
to her precepts, the ardor of their attachments, or 
the distress they endured. In vain did they prom- 
ise the most faithful and constant obedience to all 
"her requirements, and entire devotion to the inter- 
ests of the Society. Their entreaties served only 
to harden her heart and render her the more deaf to 
bU their petitions ; for by asking her consent in tlie 
first instance, they plainly showed that they dared 
not to intermarry without it ; 9nd it was a promi- 
nent trait in the character of this petty tyrant, nev- 
er to yield a point, even of the smallest importance, 
in favor of any member of the Society, unless com- 
pelled by unavoidable necessity. 

Having represented matrimony to be unlawful, 
^nd inconsistent with the spirit and principles of 
religion, it became necessary, in order to be con- 
sistent in her mischief, not only to endeavor to pre- 
vent the union of hier followers, but*to attack, and 
if possible,'separate those whofaadbeen married pre- 
Tiousto their acquaintance with her.* As this part 
t)f her scheme was more difficult and hazardous In 
the execution, she proceeded to the undertaking 
with corresponding intrepidity and impudence, anjit 
although she failed in a few instances, yet a gener- 
al and cheerful compliance was yielded in many 
cases where both husband and wife were under her 
influence* But with those members who were con-* 
nected in wedlock with ^* persons of the wor7tf," [e^ 
des*fcriptive appellation given by Jemiipatoall who* 
did not belong to her society) she fouqd much dif- 
ficulty in enforcing a conipUapce with her require- 

p2 
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oncnts/and to some instances rendered the victinis 
of her incantations the most miserable of human 
beings. Feeling the full force of all those natural 
and almost indissoluble ties which bind rational 
and accountable creatnres to their families, and rela* 
tions, and connect them together in the social 
circle, on the one hand, and on the other, fearing 
the authority, and dreading the displeasare of a 
being whom they believed held a myiterious in- 
tercourse with the world of spirits, and was the a« 
gent of Almighty power, fears, doubts and diffi- 
culties presented themselves on all udes : hal- 
ting between two opinions, equally called upon 
to pursue, at the same time, two courses which 
led in opposite directions, and fearing to choose 
either, thdr struggles were long, painful and vi- 
olent. But the withering, the destroying influence 
of Jemima at length prevailed; natural afiec- 
tion was hurf^d from her throne, the ties of 
kindred severed, and the unhappy devotees ** taking 
up their cross" as they expressed it, abandoned 
their homes, their dearest connexions in life, and 
repaired to the standard of Jemima, and dedicated 
themselves to her service.— Knowing the weakness 
of our nature, and the instability of all those reso- 
lutions which are taken in violation of the strong* 
est affections which pervade the human breast, Je- 
mima lost no time in securing the conquests which 
she thus gained over these deluded and unhappy 
beings. Nor was this a difficult task. She had. 
learned much of human nature, and from long ex* 
perience and close attention, she readily understood 
the character of her new proselytes, the stata of 
their mindSf and the most effectual means of enga- 
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giDg their afiectioiM and securing their confidence. 
She received them with a mixture of gracious con« 
descension and solemn dignity, and commended tht 
sea] and faith which they had manifested in giving 
«p the pleasures, the fashions and the follies of a 
wicked world, and devoting themselves to the ser* 
vice of thar Lord. She treated them with kindnest' 
and indulgence, and exhorted them to wean thenn 
ielves from the objects of their former affections^ 
which they had now left behind, and surrender 
themselves entirely to her guidance und directioi^ 
as the only means of escaping those terrible calam* 
ides which she denounced against all those wha 
aontemned: her counsels and rejected her creed.-^ 
Her care and attentions were unremitted until she 
believed tbem so firmly fixed in the faith that there 
would be fio danger of desertion, when they were 
necessarily neglected, in some measure, to enable 
tier to bestow the same attentions on other new con* 
terts, while the strictness «f her discipline wasgrad- 
mally increased. 

This change in her demeanor occasioned many 
to abandon her after an acquaintance of sevml 
years. But some &w were so wrought upon by the 
various contrivances of their adroit governess, that 
Bothing could ever after shake their confidence in 
the Friend, or awaken tbem to a sense of their du» 
ty to themselves or their families. One of the fol- 
lowers of this description was the wife of a respect- 
able merchant in Providence, who, during the ram- 
bles of Jemima in that neighbourhood, had become 
acquainted with her, listened to her new scheme of 
religion^ and at length became so isfetuated witb 
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new item was without delay^ added to ber creed^ 
and preparations immediately made for promulga- 
ting it to the members of the Society. 

Jemima relied principally on the influence of her 
breams and visions, and her authority over her 
people, for a compliance with this new requisition* 
In support of this doctrine, she quoted the 12th^ 
13th and 15th verses of the 6th chapter of Romans, 
with many other passages of scripture, and cited 
the example of Sarah Richards, whom she repre*. 
sented to them as a holy woman, who, on becom* 
ing acquaiiiited with her duty to God, had left her 
husband and devoted herself to the sen'ice of the 
Lord, and the welfare of the Society. She repre-; 
sented marriage as a foul stain upon the charactei^ 
of a professor of religion, and upon religion itself^ 
and as an abomination which could not be indulge 
ed in but -at the hazard of eternal misery. She de- 
nied that it was an institution sanctioned by divine 
authority, or that it was consistent with the duty oC 
man to his Maker. She said it was an inventioa 
of wicked men, for the purpose of enslaving the fe* 
male part of the creation, and seducing them from 
the paths of religion and their duty to the Lord, 
and that it must be renounced by every man and 
woman who hoped for salvation. She said, (to use 
her own words) that it was ^4he damnable doctrine 
of heresy, and came from the bottomless pit, whith-^ 
er alt those would be sent who did not immediate- 
ly reject it." The introduction of this doctrine, by^ 
Jemima, and tlte manuer of enforcing it among her 
people, has been before mentioned j we will there- 
for now proceed to take notice of the consequences 
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arising from it, together with some anecdotes inti- 
mately connected with this part of her history. 

Deborah Wilkinson, Jemima's younger sister, 
was yet unmarried^ and a mutual attachment existed 
between her and a young man of the name of Ben- 
ajahBotsford, who occasionally paid her his atten- 
tions; and at the time that Jemima first publish- 
ed her interdict against matrimony, they were 
/engaged, and expected soon to be married : But 
Jemima fulminated her anathemas with such vigof 
and authority, as to check the proceedings of the 
young couple, and to induce them for a while to lay 
aside all thoughts of a union. — They both belong- 
ed to the society, and being extremely unwilling 
to provoke the resentment of Jemima, or brave the 
censures of their fellow members, they agreed to 
give up all further thoughts of marriage and confine 
themselves to a mutual interchange of friendly sen- 
timents and kind offices, which they vainly ima- 
gined would secure their happiness through life. 

But the laws of nature .were not thus to be trilled 
with ; the spark of affection had been kindled, and 
they soon found that all their efibrts to repress its 
effects served but to light it into a fiame which they 
could neither controul nor conceal. Jemima a- 
larmed at this backsliding in two of her favorite 
followers, and fearing that if they set at nought her 
counsels and disobeyed her. commands, her author* 
ity over the . other members would be materially 
weakened, resolved upon a measure which, if suc- 
cessful, would gratify her spleen and secure the obe- 
dience of her followers ; and if unsuccessful, would 

p 
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career, afford the strongest evidence of the hyjSo- 
crisy and falsehood of her pretensions to the char- 
acter of a prophet and teacher of religion. The at- 
tempts also, which she made, from time to time, id 
enforce a compliance with this part of her creed, 
produced many singular incidents, some of which 
were attended with circumstances of the most dis- 
tressing nature, while others were exceedingly a- 
musing in themselves, and tended much to the de- 
tection of the impostures which she attempted to 
practice upon her ignorant disciples. 

Jemima had made a strong impression upon the 
iftiud of a young woman of her neighbourhood, 
who occasionally attended her meeihigs, and who 
at length became a member of the Societ3^ This 
person had been married but a short time, was 
eligibly situated, happy in the domestic circle, and 
many year§ yet remained, in which it was reason- 
able to suppose, that circle might be extended. — 
The Friend professed the greatest regard for her 
eternal welfare, and constantly treated her with th« 
most kindly attentions, and as she gradually stole 
upon the confidence and affections of her victim, 
she cautiously introduced, from time to time, the 
subject of the unlawfulness of marriage ; and when 
she thought herself entirely secure in her conquest, 
attempted to enforce upon her new convert an ob- 
servance of her decrees, and finally succeeded ia 
convincing her that it was her duty to separate 
herself from her husband. But as §he was ardent- 
ly attached to him and to her family, she request- 
ed permission still to reside with him, and Jemima 
entertaining strong hopes that he would also be- 
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•come a member, gave her consent, upon condition 
that the non-intercourse act should be faithfuUy 
carried into execution. The husband of this wo- 
man possessed a sound understanding, mild temper, 
and patient mind 5 he was aware of the true charac- 
ter of Jemima and of the motives which govern- 
ed her conduct, and for some time had observed, 
with painful anxiety, the growing partiality of his 
wife for that deluded sect and its crafty leader, and 
began to entertain fears that, unless she could be 
weaned from her new attachments, the total ruin 
of his family was not far distant. Relying upon 
her prudence, the integrity of her heart, and the 
correctness of those principles in which she had 
been educated, he had indulged her inclination to 
;attend the Friend's meetings, and now discovered 
jher mind to be so deeply affected as to render un*- 
safe any sudden attempt to controul or dissipate her 
►delusion. He therefore endeavored by persuasion, 
by the perusal of religious books and the exercise 
of reason, to dispel those mists by which her vision 
was obscured, and to shake her confidence in the 
perfection of her mistress, but went no further than 
an earnest request, in his attempts to prevent her 
from visiting the Friend, or attending her meet- 
ings. By these mild methods, he partially suc- 
ceeded in enlightening her mind. Her zeal became 
somewhat abated, her scruples on the subject of 
Jemima's prohibition j were in some measure remo- 
ved, and tranquility and domestic felicity again vis- 
ited their dwelling, and, in process of time, this in- 
teresting family received an addition to its numbers 
by the birth of a promisuig son. 
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Jemima had long rested in perfect security, as it 
respected the fidelity and devotion of this woman, 
and the apparent acquiescence of the husband in 
the execution of her prohibitory decree, strengthen- 
ed her hopes of adding him to the number of her 
disciples. She was therefore not only disappoint** 
ed, but highly offended to find that' her precepts 
had been disregarded. She visited the family some 
time after, with the intention of calling her follow- 
er to a severe account for her disobedience ; but 
finding her extremely debilitated, from a painful 
and protracted illness, occasioned by a premature 
exposure to cold soon after the birth of ,her child, 
she smothered her resentment and determined on 
pursuing more mild measures for reclaiming and 
restoring this wandering sheep to the true fold. 

During her gradual recovery, Jemima made her 
several visits, and represented to her the great enor- 
mity of the offence of which she had been guilty in 
neglecting the voice of wisdom and the counsels of 
the Friend; and that her late dangerous illness 
was a signal manifestation of the wrath of Heaven, 
upon those who sinned against light and knowl- 
edge, and that but for the mediation of the Friend, 
she could never have recovered. She therefore, 
with many professions of love and affection for her 
dear soul, enjoined it upon her never to be guilty 
of the like offence again, assuring her at the same 
time that her future and uninterrupted obedience 
was^ the only condition upon which her pardon and 
restoration to health had been obtained, and that in 
case she should become the mother of another 
child, the period of its birth would inevitably be 
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that of her death. These idle pretences, together 
with many other ghostly admonitions, being pres-- 
^ed upon the debilitated mind of this unhappy wo- 
man, made a deep impression, and at length recal-^ 
led in her those sentiments of respect for Jemima, 
and devotion to her cause^ which she had formerly 
entertained. She received a full pardon in due 
form from the "Universal Friend," renewed herfaitJij 
was restored to regular membersiiip, and contintt- 
ed a steadfast and faithful disciple for more thaii 
two years. But the laWs of nature and the decrees 
of fate are immutable, and the commands of Jemi- 
Ina were agak) found insufficient to counteract the 
operations of the one, or prevent the fulHIment of 
the other. Her dear friend whose conversion and 
fidelity had cost her so much exertion, care and 
watchfulness^ oncer more found herself in a situa"^ 
tion, which, i^ due time, must expose her to the- 
frowns an(i. maledictions of Jemima. She w-a^ 
in great ;fi'puble, and remembering the condition 
upop. which she had, on a former occasion, been 
pardoned, she resolved to repair to the "Universal 
Friend," and make a full tmd lifomble confession of 
all her sins, in the faop6 of so far propitiating her 
mistress as to t)btain some mitigation of punish- 
ment, if not afuil pardon; and asked the opinion of 
her husband as to the propriety of the measure. But 
he had become sickened and disgusted with the 
frauds and hypocrisy practised by Jemima, and on 
learning the substance of her communications to his 
wife during her previous confinement, be blamed 
himself for not having, long before prohibited all 
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Intercourse between them. He very fireely gave 
her bis opinion, that Jemima was a vile impo$tpr, 
had ruined many of her dupes, and that unless she 
abandoned the Society her destruction and i\ie 
misery of her family were certain ; and absolutely 
forbid iier holding any further communiqn ^^ith 
them. She thereupon grew thoughtful and melan- 
choly, her appetite failed, her §leep was bu$ a se- 
ries of broken slumbers and troubled dreams, and 
her husband soon became alarmed at the visible de- 
cline of her health. Knowing tliat it wa$ pretends 
ed by the members of the Society that Jiemima was 
acquainted with their secret thoughts, words ^iid 
actions, and that kiswife also was impres^^d with 
that belief, be enquired of her whether she would 
be satisfied that the Friend was an impostor in casQ 
it could be proved, in such a manner, as wauld pre- 
clude the possibility of mistake, that t]|;us pretence 
was false, arid that Jemima was a$ igtiorant o£ 
their private family affairs as any cKher p^csou ? to. 
which she readily answered in the a^rinative, be-^ 
lieving that such evidence co\ild never be pxpducfd^ 
iand being at the same time determined, in cs^ it 
ever should be furnished, to abandon her and tfee. 
Society altogether. He then advised her to go, 
and visit (be Friend, but by n^o means to meutioa 
her situation, iror allude to the circumstances whijch| 
had occasioned her present anxiety^ assuring her^ 
that if Jemima was not, as ha,d been oft^n asserted, 
a vile impostor and hypocrite, she must be tbjen in^ 
possession of these facts, and would imroediatelj^^ 
take her to task for her disobedience : a moment^ 
reflection convinced her pf the propriety of this 
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course, a»d she promised hiiri that she would con- 
duct herself accordingly, On her arrival she found 
the friend paraded in her elbow chair, with two of 
her minions seated at a little distance, one on the 
right and the other on the left, and at the opposite 
side of the room three or four of her followers .to 
whx>m she was giving audience. Jemima pointed 
to a chair, and the visitor being seated, a profound 
silence ensued for two or three minutes, when the 
former unbending a little from the stately gravity 
"ivhich she was accustomed to assume on the en- 
trance of visitors, nddressed the other as follows, — 
" Th6 Friend is very glad to see thee, it is nearly 
a fortnight since thee has been here, is thee well ?" 
" Very well," answered the other. " li the man 
that thee lives with well ?,'* Being answered in 
the affirmative^ she proceeded, " thee must visit 
the Friend ofien, for thee knows the temptations to 
which thee is e!cpo5ed, and thy liability to go a- 
stray, and it is well to commune often with the 
hard,, that thee may be preserved from falling. — 
Thee has been once disobedient, and committed a 
\evy great crimen but the Lord has pardoned thee 
upon condition that thee shall not again be guilty 
of the same offence." She continued her discourse 
for some time, and commended the penitence and 
reformation of her disciple, and the constancy and 
self-denial with which she had observed the pre- 



* Jemima would never mention husband op 
wife in her conversations with any person in rela- 
tion to their families, but always said "the man^^* 
or " the womw, ibee lives with," 
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cepts of their religion, and adhered to the path of 
rectitude, since receiving lier pardon ; she encour- 
aged her to persevere in the true faith, and contin- 
ue in the course she had pursued since her restora- 
tion to favour, for which she should receive the re- 
ward of the righteous. But in case she should a- 
gain fall from grace, and be guilty of bearing an- 
other child, she would be cast oft* forever without 
the possibility of pardon, and that from thenceforth 
the doors of mercy would be eternally closed a- 
gainst her. This lecture effectually opened the 
eyes of this deluded follower, and convinced hei', 
that instead of knowing her secret thoughts and ac- 
.tlons, as she had falsely pretended, this impostor 
was as ignorant of her private conduct as any other 
woman in the neighbourhood ; and the reverence 
and. veneration which she had before entertained 
for Jemima immediately gave placfe to disgust and 
abhorencc, insomuch that, as she afterwards decla- 
red, it was difficult for her to preserve that decorum 
and sedate deportment which the rules of good bree- 
ding required, during the residue of her visit. 

The fatal spell being once broken, she readily 
discovered an easy explanation of a multitude of 
circumstances which had before appeared myste- 
rious and unaccountable, and her greatest wonder 
now was, not that she had thus suddenly regained 
)ier reason, but that she had ever been deprived of 
it by those shallow artifices by which Jemima go- 
verned her vassals. On her return home she gave 
her husband a circumstantial account of her inter- 
view with the Friend, and acknowledged with tears 
of affection and grsititucle^ his kindness and care 
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in extricating ber from the toils of that unprinci* 
pled deceiver. 

From the circumstances which have been stated 
in relation to tiie operations of Jemima while she 
resided in Pennsylvania, it will be seen that her 
friend Mr. W. was probably one of the most obe- 
dient and devoted disciples in her whole train. Hii 
wife was an attendant at the meetings of the Soci* 
ely, and for several years had a high respect for the 
Friend, but was never fully convinced that she was 
the Messiah. But with all the respect of the one 
and devotion of the other, Jemima was never able 
to bring them to acknowledge practically, the un^ 
lawfulness of their marriage contract, or that it 
was a. crime for them to live together as husband 
and wife. Some time after the promulgation of 
Jemima's family interdict, Mrs. W. in defiance of 
her orders and in contempt of her authority, gave 
birth to a fine lovely daughter. This jealous and 
despotic ruler had taken unwearied pains to secure 
the entire acquiescence of this couple in all the re- 
quirements of her system of religion, as their ex<^ 
ample, whether of compliance or disobedience, 
would materially affect her authority over the otb- 
fr members of the Society; and as they had al- 
ready four or five childr^n^ enough, as she thought, 
to satisfy them, she had flattered herself that they 
would not be guilty of an infraction of a decree, the 
observance of which, was of vital i mporcance to the 
stability of lier government. She was therefore 
much alarmed at^d highly enraged at this open 
contempt of one pf the fundamental principles of 
her religion, from so dangerous a quarter* 

q2 
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As soon as the mother was sufficiently recovered 
to be able to receive company, Jemima made them 
a visit, aiid took tliem severely to task for this 
rriiDinal departure from the path of duty. She 
said they had broken the command of the Lord, 
had been guilty of a voluntary transgression, and. 
bad committed a most enormous sin, and that noth* 
ing but perpetual and sincere repentanee, and fu- 
ture oisrfnewce could ever atone for the gnrlt of 
this crime, or procure a pardon for the multiplied 
offences which she well knew they had committed. 
She told them that they ought to lament this deplor- 
able fall from grace as long as they lived, and as 
she foresaw that they woqld be again in danger of 
yielding to the like temptation, unless they had 
some striking mementa constantly before their eyesv 
she insisted on naming the ctnid " Lnmentaiion^*^ ' 
that thcrebv its birth should be remembered, in alt 
future time, as a cause o{ lamentation and grief ta 
themselves and as an admonition to others. This 
absurd req uirement wascheerfully acquiesced in by 
the father, and in compliance with bis wishes, at 
length assented to by the mother, and the child was 
named accordingly. 

But ti>e influence and authority of the Friend 
was insufficient to preserve her dear dlsciple^from 
a repetition of the offence, as was proved by ihr 
birth of another daughter about two years aft^r;^ 
Jemima had received notice of the approaching e-* 
vent, from one of her runners, some time before it 
happened, but postponed the expression of her dis- 
pleasure until the period of the mother's confine- 
ment, as the most favourable mometit for making 



JEMIMA WILKINSON. 187 

a lasting impression on her mind. She made her. 
visit accordingly, armed with all the terrors of her 
indignation and wrath, and delivered a most vio- 
lent lecture upon the misdeeds of these two perse^ 
vering sinners ; and ended with saying thatilp was 
^< an abomination unto the Lord," and declared 
that the child should be named '' Abomination.^^ 
Jemima had, by this time, become so boisterous 
and abusive as to fatigue and offend the good wo- 
man, ^and the impudent attempt to stigmatise her 
innocent offspring by giving it such a barbarous 
name, outraged her feelings beyond endurance, and 
she desired Jemima' to leave the house. ^' The 
Friend," finding she had gone rather too far, at- 
tempted to retrace her steps and bring the matter 
to an amicable conclusion. But the old lady had 
become heartily disgusted with her impertinent in- 
terference on the former occasion^ and was very 
willing to come to an open rupture with her upon 
the first occasion that should present itself. She 
accused her of cruelty and malevolence in disturb** 
ing the quiet^ and destroying the happiness of pri- 
vate families, and plainly told her that her whole 
scheme of religion was^ a mere system of imposition, . 
fraud and avarice ; that her hostility to matrimony 
and the propagation of the human species was dic- 
tated by spleen and envy at the happiness which 
others enjoyed in the domestic circle, and which, 
but for her own misconduct in early life, she 
might undoubtedly have possessed in common 
with the rest of her sex : that notwithstanding all' 
her pretences^to purity, she was no better than she- 
should be, as it reacted her acquaintance witb< 
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i»e», and as she had no occasion for her company, 
ordered her in the most peremptory manner, to go 
about her business and never show Iier detested 
face ki her house again. 

This rebuff was delivered iti such a resolute man- 
ner, and the immediate departure of Jemima was 
so vehemently insisted upon, that she was obliged 
to retreat without the ceremony of a parting fare- 
well, and what grieved her much more sorely, was 
that she saw no prospect of ever being able to re- 
gain her influence over this devoted family. 

Jemima had always been accustomed to deal out 
her anathemas with a most liberal hand, against 
those who offended her^ or withdrew themselves 
from the Society. But in this instance she was ob- 
liged to hold her peace and smother her resentr 
ment. She was known to be under so many gbli- 
gallons to this man, particularly for his assistance 
and hospitality, and in return for which, shq hi^d 
bestowed on him so many commendations^ and for 
bis piety and liberality in " lending to (he Lordf^ 
had so often and so publicly held him up to the 
other members of the Society, as an example wor- 
thy of all Imitation, that she dared not to denounce 
vengeance against him, nor persevere in a qus^rrel 
with him or his family. He also had committed 
himself by defending his faith and justifying the 
conduct of the Friend, on so many and 9uch puD- 
]ic occasions, that he felt equally averse to the con- 
tinuance of a broil between her and his family ; and 
his wife, now considering herself independent of the 
superintending care and spiritual assistance of the 
woman she despised, was willing to forgive Jemi- 



JEMIMA WILKINSON. 18« 

ma, and forget, if possible, the outrage which she 
had committed on her feelings, provided she should 
not again be subjected to the assaults of her inso- 
lence and malice. The matter therefore, by the 
common consent of all parties, went quietly to 
sleep, and the old gentlefnan adhered to the Socie- 
ty, in a state of passive membership, during the res^ 
idue of his life ; and this crafty and politic manager, 
who could always accommodate her religion and 
morality to any circumstances which promised suc- 
cess to her enterprises, finding that she could not 
enforce their obedience to this favourite article of 
her creed, not only forgave him, unsolicited, this 
enormous and almost unpardonable sin, but after- 
wards when the same offence was repeated, in the 
birth of their youngest child, slie took good care 
to say nothing on the subject which would be likely 
to wound his feelings or offend his wife. But this 
instance of toleration was almost a solitary excep- 
tion to her general rule^ and to this she was driven 
by necessity, which was the only law that ever con- 
trolled her conduct or limited her in the gratification 
of hei^ desires. . Every measure which was dictated 
by her caprice or avarice, however unimportant 
in itself, was prosecuted with the same energy and 
perseverance as if it had been an object of the great- 
est moment ; and her exertions in compelling the 
acquiescence and co-operation of her followers, 
were always continued until they were crowned 
with entire success, or met with a total defeat, — 
Her boldness and fortitude, or rather obstinacy 
form the most prominent trait in her character 
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and are strikingly illustrated in every important 
undertaking which marked her eventful career. 

In establishing a new system of religion, Jemima 
was particularly careful to imitate, as little as pos- 
sible, the forms and ceremonies of every sect and 
denomination of Christians. She never adopted 
any regular code of ordinances for the temporal 
government and discipline of her flock^— whether 
she found a difficulty in framing any set of rules 
for this purpose, without copying after some other 
system, and thereby forfeiting her claim to origin- 
ality, or whether she chose to make her tvill the 
iavi' of the Society, and to subject the members to 
the domination of her capricious mind, is uncertain ; 
but it is well known that she issued her commands 
to her followers, rewarded some and punished oth- 
ers, and dispensed threats and promises from time 
to time, as circumstances occurred, without regard 
to precedents, and without the aid of any general 
rules whereby the members could regulate their de- 
portment. The summary manner in which she 
exercised her authority, and the tame submifi- 
rion of her people, secured her against the charge 
of partiality ; for if any one complained of her 
tyranny and oppressions, (which rarely ever hap- 
pened,) they were sure to be answered, " It is the 
will of the Universal Friend," and there the matter 
ended ; for she would never condiescend to explain 
the reasons of her conduct, nor suffer others to db 
it for her. It was her prerogative to give Orders and 
directions, and their business to ohcy^ them^ and in 
process of time these principles, being reduced to 
practice, and sanctioned. by long and uninterrupted 
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usage, and the Goratnon (consent of all parties con-r 
«ern^d, became at length ^ \^^ ^o the iperob^rs, ao4 
4he only basis upon which the secular governmei\t 
of the Society rested. 

The adininistration of their spiritual affairs wa$ 
reguls^ted much after the same manner. Jemima 
published certain directions for the goveramer^t of 
the religious conduct and communion of her follow- 
ers, and although this was done by way of advice, 
yet a mo^t scrupulous and comscientiovis obedience 
was always exacted. These adn^onitioas also var 
ried from time to time, according to the several mi4- 
tations which her system under wen t, and the mood 
in which she happened to be, or the interested mo- 
tives by which she might be governed, at the mor 
roent of dispensing them. That, part of her admce 
in which she was most uniform and consistent, and 
^bich seems to have been the most disinterested^ 
was the folJowing : — 

" The Public Universal Friend adviseth all wha 
desire to be one with the Friend in spirit, and wise 
unto salvation, tha,t they be punctual in attending 
meetings, as many as conveniently can ; that they 
meet together at the tenth hour of the day, as near 
as may be } that those who cannot well go to.meetr 
ings sit down at their several homes about the time, 
meeting begins, in order to wait for and upon the 
Lord ; that they shun, at all times, the coinpany of 
the wicked world, as much as possible ; and when 
aay of you are under a necessity of being with, 
tbem, that you do your business with few words, 
and retire from them as soon as you can get your 
iiusinesft done, rememberii^ to keep on yoiur watcbj^ 
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aud pray for assistance, especially when the wicked 
are before you ; that you do not enquire after the 
news or public reports of any one, and be careful 
Dot to spread any yourselves that is not of the Lord; 
that you deal justly with all men, and do unto all 
men as you would be willing they should do unto 
you ; and walk orderly that none occasion of stum- 
bling be given by you to any ; do good unto all 
as you have opportunity, especially to the house- 
hold of faith ; live peaceably with all men, as much 
as possible ; in a special manner do not strive a*f 
gainst one another for mastery, but all of you keep 
your ranks in righteousness, and let not one thrust 
another; let not debate, evil surmisings, jealou- 
sies, evil speaking or hard thinking, be named a- 
roong you, but b^ at pea.ce among yourselves ; take 
up your daily cross against all ungodliness and 
worldly lusts^ and live as you would be willing to 
die, loving one another, forgiving one another as 
ye desire to be forgiven by God and tlie Holy One. 
Obey and practise the divine counsel ye have faeard^ 
or may hear, from time to lime, living every day 
as if it were the last, remembering you are always 
in the presence of the high and lofty One who in*- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; and witli- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord in peace. — 
Te are to shun the very appearance of evil in 
all ihingS) as foolish talking and vain jesting, with 
all unprofitable conversation, which is not conveni- 
ent, but flee from bad company ns from a serpent ; 
and be not drunk with wine or anj' other spiritu- 
ous liquors wherein is excess. And when you 
Come into meetings or evening sittings, make as 
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little stir as possible, that you may not disturb the 
solemn meditations of others. — And endeavor to 
meet all at one time, and keep your seats until 
meeting is over, except on some extraordinary oc- 
casions. Use plainness of speech and apparel, and 
let your adorning not b^ outward, but inward; and 
follow not after the follies and fashions of a wicked 
world, which lead down to the bottomless pit ; but 
keep yourselves a separate and distinct people, 
even as ye are, the chosen of tbe Lord." 

To conform ^o these directions, and such others 
as she occasionally gave them, and above all, to 
" render unto Ceesar the things that are Caesar's," 
and yield obedience to all her commands^ was the 
great duty which her religion enjoined upon her 
followers, and the fulfilment of which would, as she 
taught them to believe, entitle them to etei'nal hap- 
piness. She rejected the sacraments, and almost 
all the doctrines, rites and ceremonies which are 
acknowledged or practised by the christian church. 
She said that " baptism as now used in tbe world, 
is altogether wrong, that there is but one baptism, 
that of John, \vhich is preparatory to the coming of 
a greater than him." No singing or melodies were 
allowed in her meetings, and instead of cultivating 
a cheerful or lively expression of the feelings of pi- 
ety and devotion, a surly gravity- and mysterious 
gloom was inculcated, and during their hours of 
worship her congregation exhibited a group of the 
most devout looking faces that can well be ima- 
gined. 

The most profound attention was always paid to 



1134 HISTORY 01" 

the exercises, which consisted in es^iartatians,ied- 
tares and preaching, and in the early part of her 
ministry prayers afeo were used. Btit the form and 
substance of the latter were said to be peculiar id 
herself, and somewhat resembled Conversations 
with an infusible person, On the subject of her reli* 
gion, the faith of her followers, and the welfare of 
the Society. But in all her prayers, cfr whatever 
else they might be called, she never alluded to Je- 
sus Christ as a mediatot', but frequently itfeationed 
the "Father and the Holy one," and " God and 
his Holy One"— and whenever she expressed any 
thing like a petition, it was addressed td God " for 
the sake of the Lamb which was slain." But for 
many years previous to her death she laid aside this 
part of public worship altogether, and some Who 
Mrere well acquainted with her supposed that prayer 
had never formed a part of her religious exercises. 
Her preaching consisted chiefly of quotations ftdva 
scripture, interlarded with a few select sentences and 
Excogitated phrases which she had prepared for the 
purpose, and which were always at her command. 
She had committed almost the tthole of the Bible 
to memory, and on the slightest allusion being made 
10 any part of it, she would repeat the language 
correctly and without the least hesitation. She was 
therefore alwaj's supplied t^ith matter and lafft- 
guage for her sermons, and but for the fatigue of 
talking, could as well preach a whole day as half 
ian hour. The following extract comprises the form 
and substance, as well as can be recollected, 
of one of her discourses, and as they were all very 
nearly alike; this| with st few variatioos^ may b^ 



JEMBtfA WILKINSON. 195 

considered a tolerable speciiQen of her whole sys- 
tem of sermonising. 

*' My beloved friends, on meeting together again 
to hear the word of the Lord and meditate on his 
goodness and gracious promises to the faithful^ it 
behoves you to gather in your wandering thoughts, 
that you may sit down in solemn silence, and wait 
for the aid and assistance of the Holy Spirit, that ye 
may worship God and bis Holy One in spirit and 
in truth, and in a meek and quiet spirit, which is ia> 
the sight of God of great price, as saith the Psalm- 
ist, it is most like the King's daughter, who is all 
glorious within, her clothing is of wrought gold. — 
Consider how great a thing it is to worship God- 
and the Lamb acceptably, who is a spirit and must 
be worshipped in spirit and in truth. Therefore 
deceive not yourselves by indulging drowsiness or* 
other mockery, instead of worshipping God and the 
Lamb. God is not mocked, for such as each of ye 
sow the same ye must also reap ; if ye sow to the 
flesh, ye must of the flesh reap corruption ; but if 
ye are so wise as to sow to the spirit, ye will, of the 
spirit, reap life everlasting. For to be carnally 
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace ; because the carnal mind is enmity a-* 
gainst God, for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God ; but ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the spirit, if so be that the spirit of God 
dwell in you. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die; but if ye through the spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live ; for as many as are led 
by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God. — 
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For ye have not received the spirit of bondage ac-. 
gain to fear, but ye have received the spirit of adop* 
tion, whereby ye cry Abba Father, Ye cannot be 
my friends except ye do whatsoever I command 
30U ; therefore be not weary in well doing, for in 
(ine season ye shall reap if ye faint not. Those whose 
mouths have been opened to speak or pray in pub- 
lic, are to wail for the movings of the Holy Spirit, 
and then speak or pray as the Spirit giveth utter- 
ance, not running without divine authority, nor 
i^peak nor pray any longer than the Spirit remains 
will) yoiT, nor linger when moved to speak, as mouth 
for the H0I3' One, or moved to pray with the Holy 
Spirit, that all contention, strife, confusion, jarring 
or wrong speaking, may have no place among you; 
uor use any whispering among any of you, for 
whisperers separate chief friends. That above all, 
ye give all diligence to make your calling and e* 
lection sure, and work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling, redeeming your time, because the 
days are evil. That ye maybe found without spot 
or rebuke before the Lord ; that ye may be deliv- 
ered from Uie bondage of corruption, and brought 
into the glorious liberty of the sons pf God, where 
the morning stars sing for joy, and all the sons of 
God shout for joy, having oil in your vessels, with 
your lamps, like the wise virgins' trimmed and bur* 
ning, having on your wedding garments, that whenr 
the Holy One ceaseth to intercede for this dying 
wopldy you may also appear with him in glory. — 
Ye who are parents^ or intrusted with the tuition of 
children, consider your calling and the charge com- 
mitted unto you^ and be careful to bring them op 
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in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and ed- 
ucate them in a just and reverent regard tliereto. — 
And whilst you are careful to provide for the sup- 
port of their bodies, do not forget the welfare of 
their souls, seeing the earliest impressions in gene- 
ral last the longest ; as it is written, train up a child 
in the way be should go, and when he is old he will 
not easily depart from it ; and let your examples 
teach as loud as your precepts. Children, obey 
your parents in all things in the Lord, for this is 
right and acceptable in the sight of God ; and hon- 
or your father and your mother, and the way to 
honor father and mother is, not to give them flat- 
tering titles or vain compliments, but obey the coun- 
sel of the Lord, and obey them in the Lord. As 
saith the wisdom of the Lord by the mouth of the 
wise king Solomon, my son forget not my law, but 
let thine heart keep my commandments, for length 
of days, long life and peace shall they add to thee. 
Let not mercy and truth forsarke thee, bind them a- 
bout thy neck, write them upon the table of thine 
heart ; so shall thee find favour and good under- 
standing in the sight of God and man. Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine 
own understanding ; in all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise 
in thine own eyes, but listen to the counsel of the 
* Universal Friend,' and fear the Lord and depart 
from evil. Hear ye children the instruction of a 
father, and attend to know understanding, for I give 
you good doctrine, — forsake ye not my law. The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but 

»2 
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fools despise wisdom and instrnction. My son hear 
tie instruction of thy father and forsake not the law 
of thy mother, for they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. — 
My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not; if 
they say come let us lay.wait for blood, let us lurk 
privily for the innocent without cause, let us swal- 
low them up alive as the grave, and whole as those 
that go down into the pit, we shall find all precious 
substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil ; cast 
in thy lot among us, let us all have one purse — my 
sou walk not thou in the way with them, refrain thy 
foot from their path ; for their feet run to evil, and 
they make haste to sRed blood. They lay wait for 
their own blood. They lurk privily for their own 
lives; so is every one that is greedy of gain, that 
taketh away the lives of the owners thereof. And 
all of you be careful not to grieve away the Holy 
Spirit that is striving with you in this your day of 
visitation, and setting your sins and short comings 
in order before you ; but turn ye at the reproofs of 
instruction, which is the way to life. 

^' Masters, give unto your servants that which is 
lawful and right, and deal with other people's cbil- 
dren as you would be willing others should deal 
with you and your children also in your absence ; 
knowing that whatsoever ye would that others do 
unto you, ye ought to do likewise unto them, for 
this is the law and the prophets. Servants be obe* 
. dient unto your masters according to the flesh, in 
singleness of heart, with fear and trembling;, with 
good will doing service as unto the Lord, and not 
unto man, knowing that whatsoever good thing any 
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man doeth, the same shall he. receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free. And you masters do. 
the same things unto them, forbearing threatening^ 
knowing tha^our master also is in Heaven. Nei^ 
ther is there respect of persons with him, but he isr 
merciful and kind, even to the unthankful and to 
the evil. Therefore be ye wise in this yx>ur day 
and generation, be ye holy in all your walk audi 
conversation, and all you men and women^ that de* 
sire to be one with the Friend, and obedient unto, 
the Lord, keep yourselves separate, and unspotted, 
from the worldi and from each, other ; and possesi^r 
your vessels in sanctification and honor, knowing, 
that ye ought to be temples for the Holy Spirit: to 
dwell in; and if your vessels are unclean, that which, 
is holy cannot dwell in you, and ye are yet in. r, 
reprobate state and out of favour with God and bis. 
Holy One. 

*^ And think ye not to excuse yourselves for your 
disobedience, because, after the manner of a wicked 
world, ye have been joined together, according to 
the laws and fashions of men, for these are the in- 
ventions of the devil, and lead down to the bottom- 
less pit, from whence they came ; and thither shall 
all they go who yield themselves willingly to seduc- 
tion, to depart from the truth, the way and the life. 
Obey God, and not man, for vain is the help of man, 
yet God is able to save all those who obey his word. 
And know ye not that to whom ye yield yourselves* 
servants to obey, his servants ye are whom ye 
obey, whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness : — I speak after the manner of 
men, because of the infirmity of your flesh ; for as 



200 HISTORY OF 

yte have yielded your members servants to unclean- 
uess, and to iniquity unto iniquity, even so now 
yie!d your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. For when ye were the servants of sin ye 
were free from righteousness. What fruit had ye 
then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed, 
for the end of those things is death. Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal bodies, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof; neither yield ye your 
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin ; but yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
are alive from the dead, and your members as in* 
struments of righteousness unto God. Be meek 
and humble, and strive not with the world, nor 
with one another, but be in peace all of you one 
with another always ; seek not for the distinctions 
nor the honors of the wicked, nor strive for the mas- 
tery, nor think vainly of yourselves, nor attempt to 
lead others in Society or leach them,but with hu- 
mility listen to the counsel of the ^Universal Friend,^ 
and obey the voice of the Lord, And all of you 
who have been or may be so divinely favoured as 
to be mouth to the Holy One, I entreat you all in 
the bonds of love that when you are moved upon to 
speak in public as the oracles of God, that you 
speak as the Holy Spirit giveth utterance, not with- 
holding more than is meet, which tendeth to pover- 
ty, neither add thou to his words lest he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a liar : but do all with a sin- 
gle eye to the glory of God, that God and the 
Lamb may be glorified by you and through you. 
For !ie that winneth souls is wise, and the wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and 
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they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars 
forever and ever. The time is fulfilled, the king- 
dom of God is at hand; repent ye and believe the 
gospel, that the kingdom of God may begin withis 
you. He hath shoved thee O man, what is good ; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God." 

The foregoing constituted the principal ground 
work of all her preaching, and the substance of her 
discourses ; and by being varied and repeated 
scores of times, and incorporated with such reflec- 
tions as the particular occasion called for, together 
with the relation of three or four dreams and as ma* 
ny visions, generally made a sermon which occu- 
pied from two to three liours in the delivery. 

In her public discourses slie seldom mentioned 
her prohibition of matrimony in positive terms ; but 
licr allusions to this subject, on such occasions were 
distant and indirect, and couched in such general 
terms as to leave the auditor in doubt whether she 
intended it as a part of lier system of religion^ But 
in Iier private interviews with the f&ithfuly and ia 
her conversations with visitors, she strenuously in- 
sisted upon this point as one of the essentials in re- 
ligion, which could not be dispensed with. She 
said that menwere thcauthors oi'sin,^ and the means 
of perpetuating it on the earth ; that the miseries to 
which mankind are subjected in this world, and the 
punishments which are reserved for the wicked in 



^ To prove this she quoted Romans, 5th, I2ih— 
" Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upoa 
all men, for that all have sinned." 
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the nexty are all to be charged to their account ; 
and that it would have been far better for the hu* 
man race if they had been all females, and men had 
never been created ; that there was no neces- 
sity for their existence, and when sent into the 
world, they were always engaged in wrangles, strife 
and war, and that all the innumerable murders 
which have been committed since the world began, 
were attributable to them. And when it was re- 
marked to her that the existence and union of the 
two sexes constituted the appointed means for the 
perpetuation of the human species, she replied thstt 
a better method might have been devised, and al- 
luded to the incarnation of Jesus Christ ^* at his 
first appearance upon the earth," as a mode alto- 
gether preferable to that which is now practised 
in the world. She said that should her doctrines 
in this respect prevail throughout ibe earthy the 
means would be provided for continuing a succes- 
sion of the inhabitants thereof, as long as that should 
be necessary to the accomplishment of the great 
purposes for which man was created. 

The style of her epistolary writing was much the 
same with that of her preaching, consisting princi- 
pally of quotations from scripture, irregularly 
strung together, without method or meaning, and 
having no direct application to the circumstances 
which were the pretended objects of her corres- 
pondence. We give a short extract of a letter da- 
ted " Stonington, 8ih month, 1787" — written by 
Jemima's chief scribe, and by her direction, to one 
of the principal members of the Society at Worces- 
ter, in Pennsylvania, which may serve as a pretty 



good sample bfthe maimer of her leiternrridng.-^ 
After a few Words in relation to some matter of bii^ 
siness, the writer breakis out into the following 
strain :— 

* * * . " '^^^ greatest of all is the 
one thing needful, to*make oar -calling and elec-* 
lion sure; this I pray thee may not neglect ; he that 
holds out to the end the same shall be saved, iSaitfa 
the Lord ; keep in the valley of humiliation with n 
broken heart and melted spirit, such a sacrifice will 
not be despised ; thy gentleness hath made me 
great, and 1 hope D**** will prove it true by ex*- 
pericnce ; it is a day of trouble, but don't faint ia 
the day of adversity and prove thyself to be small ; 
what I say to one I say to all friends 5 watch and 
pray that ye enter not into temptation ; my spirit 
runs much towards all friends in Pennsylvania ; 1 
long to see you that we may be strengthened by 
the mutual faiih both of you and me, and built up 
in the most holy faith, -that works by love and*pu* 
tifies the heart ; I feel niuch love to all friends a- 
roong you, and desire thee to bear it to them from 
me. What I write is from the heart, it is real and 
not feigned. Only rebel not against the Lord, and 
we shall ever come through him. He knows in 
whose heart his divine love is, and who obey his 
counsel. Let every one see this as though it wa6 
directed to them. O, press forward all of you with 
the word of the Lord in your mouth, and a two 
edged sword in your right hand. Above all have 
fen'ent chanty for one another; in honor prefer one 
another; let each esteem another better than him- 
self, let the stronger bear the infirmities of the weak- 
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er, and not please themselves but each please his 
neighbour, to the good of edification ;'and so run as 
to obtain ; let patience have her perfect work, that 
ye may be perfect, entire lacking nothing ; so pray- 
etli your true friend. When I forget thee O Jeru- 
salem, my right hand will forget her cunning. I 
prefer the peace of Jerusalem above mychiefest joys; 
I charge you,0 daughters of Jerusalem) not to stir 
up, nor awake, or grieve away my beloved^untii he 
pleases. Peace be unto you, peace in believing, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost ; let this be your case, 
that we may meet in that house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, and be enfolded in 
the bosom of love and delight, and reign with the 
Lamb forever and ever." 

It has been supposed by many persons who were 
well acquainted with jQmima, that she was sincere 
in her professions and declarations in relation to 
herself and her religion, and that she believed site 
was actually commissioned by divine authority to 
superintend the spiritual concerns of mankind, and 
to correct the errors of the present age. That be- 
ing led astray in early life, by a religious frenzy, 
and not having the benefit of propei* advice and in- 
struction, while laboring under the first impressions 
of seriousness, she fell iiitoj and settled down with, 
those errors and absurdities which characterised 
her ministry, and that in process of time she be- 
came confirmed in the belief of the truth of her doc- 
trines, and the correctness of that course which sh^ 
pursued during the residue of her life. 

Those wiio have adopted this opinion concerning 
Jemima, suppose it possible that by silently pursue 
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tng an irregnlar train of tliouglii, on the subject of 
religion, unassisted by the light of experience, and 
the instruction cf wisdom, a young and ardent 
mind may become so bewildered in the intricate 
mazes of doubt and difficulty, to which it is but too 
often exposed, as to produce an almost entire de- 
rangement of the reasoning faculties, in relalloh to 
that particular subject ; and finally become so far 
the victim of fanaticism lind self delusion as to mis- 
take the idle dreams of its own fancy and the wan- 
derings of a diseased imagination, for heavenly in* 
spirations and communications from the Almighty. 
They suppose, also, that this species cf delu- 
sion may some times exist in those whose mental 
jierc^ptions, upon every other subject excepting 
that cnf religion, are as clear and distinct as those of 
any other person. By this mode of reasoning they 
have persuaded themselves that Jeminra Wilkinson 
was an unfortunate fanatic, who, being in the first 
place ensnared in the absurd system which she pro- 
mulgated, afterw ards became the innocent cause of 
deceiving others. And the many unaccountable 
circumstances and inconsistencies which marked 
her public career, the incQherl^nt manner of her 
preaching and the style of her corresj^ohdence with 
her followers, and above all, lier pfertevcrance in 
the same system to the end of her life^ seem almost 
to justify this charitable conclusion. But those 
who know enough of her private history to be a- 
ble to judge of the motives which governed her con- 
duct, entertained very diHerent sientiments respect- 
ing her. In their opinion it is a violation of every 
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rule of evidence by which the truth is most likely 
to be discovered, to suppose that she did not know 
with as much certainty as any other person, that 
she was simply Miss Jemima Wilkinson^ and that 
she did not die and rise again from the dead in the 
vear 1776. That she must have known, also, thai 
she did not possess the power of discovering the se- 
cret thoughts of others^ nor of healing the sick, 
nor of raising the dead. Common sense instant- 
ly rejects the idea that she could ever have so far 
stupified herself as not to remember her origin and 
family, and that she was neither more ndr less than 
a mere woman. These were points upon which 
she could not, by any possibility, make a mistake ; 
and yet it is a matter of public notoriety in the 
neighbourhood of her residence in the state of 
Rhode Island, in Pennsylvania and in Ontario 
County, that she denied her family, her name, 
and her kindred^ and laid claim to attributes, pow- 
er and authority which appertain to no human be- 
ing. Her& arises the great difHcuity in reconciling 
the extravagant accounts which she, and others by 
her direction; have, at various times and on divers 
occasions, given concerning her character and per- 
son, with the idea of her having been an unfor- 
tunate enthusiast who was deluded into the belief 
that the part she acted was a conscientious discharge 
of her duty to mankind. 

And yet strange and unaccountable as it may 
appear, she persevered in her pretensions to the end 
of her life, as will appear from a perusal of her 
Will, wherein she describes herself as having beei^ 
tjlUed Jemima Wilkiiison^ in the year 1776, " arid 
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ever since that time the Universal Friend, a new 
namewhich the mouth of the Lord hath named.^^ Her 
care and anxiety respecting her property also, fend- 
ed only with her days. Her relations and connexions 
are numerous, some of whom stand in much need of 
that assistance whicli a participation in her bounty 
might have afforded ; but none of them arc mention- 
ed, or even alluded to, in her Will. Indeed, it was 
not in the power of Jemima to make any provision 
for them without virtually acknowledging her kin- 
dred, and thereby undermining the base upon which 
she had reared the fabric of her religion. 

Jemima was engaged in what she termed her 
" ministry," from the close of the year 1776, until 
July, 1819, when she closed her earthly career, at 
the advanced age of 68 years. 

In contemplating the career of this extraordinary 
personage, there is in the minds of many, some 
difficulty in determining her true character. Her 
life, conduct and professions present a chapter of 
contradictions, and a series of gross absurdities. 
Her followers believe her to, be their saviour; many 
charitably disposed persons are of the opinion that 
she laboured under a partial mental derangement, 
and was herself the victim of an unfortunate delu- 
sion by which she was deceived into the belief, 
that she was constituted, by divine appointment, a 
special messenger of grace and mercy to a lost and 
dying world ; others there are, and by far the great- 
er number of those that knew her, who believe 
her to have been a canting hypocrite, pretending to 
a character which she knew she did not possess, 
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aod that the principal object of all her labours was 
to secure the nieaiis of gratifying her own appetites. 
— The di'sl supposition cannot be true ; the second 
is possible^ and the IdiSi probable. But it is the bu- 
siness of Histoi*)^ to record facts, and the privilege 
of the reader to draw his own conclusion. 



There are sundry publications respecting Jemi- 
ma Wilkinson, whicii made their appearance in 
(iiSerent places and at various periods during her 
life, aJid one or two since her death, which, as they 
sliow what opinions were entertained concerning 
Ii*ir by diiferent writers, it has been thought advis- 
ab!(3 to republish them in an Appendix to her His- 
tory. 

No. I, — Is contained in Hannah Adams' " J^ieio 
of Religions, ^^ published in 1801. 

No. II, — Is extracted from ^^ MarshaWs CaU- 
chism/^ published in 1802. 

No. Ill, — Is from a work entitled " Eccentric 
Biigraphij, or Memoirs of remarkable Female char' 
acters, ancient and modern, ^^ pMished in 1804. 

No. IV, — Is from a series of " Original Letters 
from the interior of the State of jYew- Vork,^^ and 
made its appearance in the ^^ Balance and State 
Journal,'^ of March, 1811. 

No. V,— Contains two communications, which 
appeared in the " Pittsburgh Mercury, ^^ in 1819, a 
short time after the death of Jemima. 

No. VI,— Is " The last Will and Testament of 
the person called the Universal Friend.'^ 
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NO. I. 

4 

" There were also a few persons in Rhode-Island 
who adhered to Jemima Wilkinson, who was born 
in Cumberland.- It is said by those who were in- 
timately acquainted with her, that she asserted, that 
in October, 1776, she was taken sick, and actual- 
ly, died, and her soul went to Heaven, where it stifl 
continues. Soon after, her. body was reanimated 
with the spirit and power of Christ, upon which she 
set up as a public te<icher ; and declared she had 
an immediate revelation for ail she delivered, and 
was arrived to a state of absolute perfection, ft is. 
also said, she pretended to foretel future events, to 
discern the secrets of the heart, and to have the powd- 
er of healing diseases: and if any person,^ who had 
made application to her, was not healed, she attri- 
buted it to his want of faith. She asserted that 
those who refused to believe these exalted things 
<:oncerning her, will be in the state of the unbeliev- . 
ing Jews, who rejected the eouHsel of God against 
themselves ; and she told her hearers, that was the 
eleventh hour, and thajt the last call of mercy that 
ever should be granted them : for she heard an in- 
quiry in Heaven, saying, '• Who will go and preach 
to a dying world ?*' or words to that import: and 
she said she answered, " Here am I, send me ;" and 
that she left the realms of light and glory, and the 
company of the Heavenly host, who are continu- 
ally praising and worshiping God, in order to 
descend upon earth, and pass through many suffer- 
ings and trials for the happiness of mankind. She 

s2 
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assumed the title of the Universal Friend of Men- 
kind ; hence her followers distinguish themselves^ 
by the name of Friends.* 

" Jemima Wilkinson went to€reneva,in the Gen- 
esee country ; and her followers have fallen off s#^ 
as not to keep up any meetings in this state.-' 



NO. IL 

'f Universal Friend, is the title assumed by Je-^ 
mima Wilkinson, who was born m Rhode-Island. 
She says, that in the year 1776, befng sixteen years 
of age, slie died, and when about to be buried, she 
was again quickened by a power from above, but 
not by her own soulj which, she says, is yet in 
IJeaven. She says she then received a commission 
to preach. She tells^ her bearers that this is the 
devenih hour, the last call of mercy ; and that those 
who will not believe the exalted things she says of 
herself, will be in tbe state of the unbelieving Jews, 
who neglected the counsel of God against them-' 
selves. She pretends to immediate revelation of 
all which she delivers : and that she has arrived at' 
a state of absolute perlectiour^ 

<< When she left her situatfon above Germantown, 
near Philadelphia, where ;»he resided for some 

* The Duke of Rocliefoucaulty in his travels In the 
United Spates of America, in 1706 and 1797, met 
with Jemima Wilkinson, in the state of New-York. 
He describes her to be a beautiful but artful woman. 
She however, experienced a very unfavourable re- 
ception for herself and her doctrines, both in Phi- 
ladelphia and New- York; though in tbe latter coun* 
try she ipade some converts. 
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years, she emigrated lo Genesee, in the state -of 
New- York. Here she gave out that she was the 
woman to whom were given two wings of a great 
Eagle, that she might flee into the wilderness into 
her place.* She pretends to heal diseases in a mi- 
raculons manner ; and when persons are not cured, 
she ascribes it to their want of faith. She has a 
Society formed in Genesee, who believe in her di- 
vine mission ; and whom she has taught to observe 
both the Jewish and Christian Sabbaths. Agreea- 
ble to her blasphemous pretensions, she has her 
linens marked with the letters I. H. S. {Jesus Horn- 
inum Salvator.)" 



NO. Ill, 

" Jemima Wilkinson, a Quaker, and a native of 
Rhode-Island, who manifested so fervent zeal in her 
religion, that at the age of twenty she was admits 
ted to all the meetings of the Society, which were 
held weekly, monthly, and quarterly, for settling^ 
the general concerns and watching over the con- 
duct of the brethren. She at length fancied that 
she was called to act some good and extraordinary 
part, and in this persuasion, formed the project of 
Becoming the leader of a sect. In the course of a 
long and dangerous illness, she was suddenly sei- 
sed with a lethargy, so that to her friends she ap- 
peared as really dead. She continued several 
hours in this situation ; and preparations were ac« 
tually making for her interment, when she sudden- 
ly started up, and called for her clothes, declaring 

*ir. Corinthians, 3d and 15ih, 
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^' that she had risen from the dead, and that she had 
cast off all her material substance, and retained on- 
ly the spiritual." She went accordingly to the 
next meeting, and as if with the authority of some 
celestial being, spoke there as one inspired, and 
gained some followers. She soon made some pro- 
selytes, and at the same time drew upon herself the 
displeasure of all who adhered to the old forms of 
the religion of the Quakers. She experienced^ 
therefore, a very unfavourable reception for herself 
and doctrines, both in Philadelphia and New-York. 
Wherever she came every Quaker turned away 
from her with abhorrence, as the enemy of his re- 
ligion ; and all other persons deemed her a fool or 
an enthusiast. This disposition of the public she 
again called a persecution, it being favourable to 
her ultimate views. The number of her followers 
was now daily increasing ; and as she confidently 
trusted it would become still more considerable, she 
thought they might perhaps be willing to follow 
her. Accordingly, she proposed to a number of 
them to flee from these regions of intolerance, and 
to settle in a place where they might worship God 
undisturbed, and free from that bitter spirit of -per- 
secution which men had introduced in opposition 
to the divine will. Soon after, the country about 
Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake, was fixed upon 
as the place of their settlement. The company of 
New-York which had purchased this land from the 
Indians, entered into a treaty for the sale of it with 
these reformed Quakers. They were promised 
three tracts of land, containing each six thousand 
square acres, and which were to form three dis- 
tricts, and to which Jemima instantly gave the 
name of Jerusalem. Thirty families removed hith- 
er with her 5 but she had confidently expected three 
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or four hundred more, of whom, however, not a- 
bove twenty at last arrived. This Society soon 
spread over the three districts, which it was to oc- 
cupy ; but it was not sufficiently numerous to re- 
plenish the fourth part of each. The enchantment 
however, had already been broken by Jemima's ab- 
sence, and with it had also vanished their zeal for 
peopling the new land of promise. 

" We saw Jemima (says the Duke de la Roche- 
foucault Laincourt) an J attended her meeting, which 
is held in her own house. We found there about 
thirty persons, men, women and children. Jemi- 
ma stood at the door of her bed chamber, on a car- 
pet with an arm chair behind her. She had on a 
white morning gown, and waistcoat, such as men 
wear, and a petticoat of the same colour. Her 
black hair was cut short, carefully combed, and di- 
vided behind into three ringlets; slie wore a stock 
and white silk cravat, which was tied about her 
neck with affected negligence. In point of deliv- 
ery, she preached with more ease than any other 
Quakor 1 have yet heard ; but the subject matter of 
her discourse was an eternal repetition of the same 
topics — death, sin, and repentance. She is said to 
be about forty years of age, but she did not appear 
to be more than thirty. She is of a middle stature, 
well made, of a ilorid countenance, and has fine 
teeth, and beautiful eye*. Her action is studied ; 
she aims at simplicity, but there is somewhat pe- 
dantic in her manner. In her chamber wo found- 
her friend, Rachel Miller, a young woman about 
twenty eight or thirty years uf age, her follower 
and admirer, who is entirely devoted to her. All 
the land which Jemima possesses is purchased in (1)6 
name of Raciiel Miller, an advantage she owes to 
her influence over her adherents, and to her dextc- 
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rity in captivating their affections. Jemima, or the 
Friend (as she is called by way of eminence) incul- 
cates, as her leading tenet, poverty and resigna- 
tion of all earthly possessions. It' you talk to her 
of her house, she always calls it '^ the iiouse which 
I inhabit." This bowse however, though built on- 
ly of the trunks of trees, is extremely pretty and 
commodious. Her room is exquisitely nent, and 
resembles more the boudoir of a fine lady, than the 
cell of a nun. It contains a looking glass, a clock, 
and an arm chair, a good bed, a warming pan, and 
a silver saucer. Her garden is kept in good order; 
her spring house is full of milk, cheese, butter, 
butcher's meat, and game. Her hypocrisy may 
be traced in all her discourses, actions, and conduct, 
and even in the very manner in which she mana- 
ges her countenance. She seldom speaks withoirt 
quoting the Bible, or introducing a serious sentence 
about death, and the necessity of making our peace 
with God. Whatever does not belong to her own 
sect, is with her an object of distaste and steadfast 
aversion. She sows dissentions in families, to de- 
prive the lawful heir of his right of inheritance, in 
order to appropriate it to herself ; and all this she 
does under the name and agency of her companion, 
who receives all presents brought by the faitiiful, 
and preserves them for her reverend friend, who, 
being wholly absorbed in her communion with 
Christ, whose prophetess she is, would absolutely 
forget the supply of her bodily wants, if she were 
not well taken care of. The number of her vota- 
ries has, of late, much decreased. Many of the 
families who followed her to Jerusalem, are no 
longer the dupes of her self interested policy. Some 
still keep up the outward appearance of attach- 
ment to her ; while others have openly disclaimed 
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ihelr connexion with Jemima. Such, however, 
as still continue her adherents, appear to be entire- 
ly devoted to iier. With these she passes for a 
prophetess, an indescribable being ; she is not Je- 
mima Wilkinson, but a spirit of a peculiar name, 
Which remains a profoiuid secret to all, who are not 
true believers ; she is the friend, the all friend.^^ 
Six or seven girls of different ages, but all young 
and handsome, wait upon her with surprising em- 
ulation, to enjoy the peculiar satisfaction of being 
permitted to approach this celestial being. Her 
fields and her garden are ploughed and dug by the 
Friends, who neglect thei? own business to take 
care of hers; and the All-Friend is so condescend- 
ing, as not to refuse iheir services ; she comforts 
them wiih a kind word now and then, makes enqui- 
ries after, and provides for their health and welfare, 
and has the art of effectually captivating their af- 
fections, the more, perhaps, because she knows how 
to keep her votaries at a respectful distance. When 
the service was over, Jemima invited us to dinner. 
The hope of watching her more narrowly, induced 
US to accept the invitation; but we did not then 
know, that it forms a part of the character she acts, 
never to eat with any one. She soon left us ; and 
locking herself up with her female friend, sat down 
vvfithout other company, to an excellent dinner; we 
did uot get oiirs till after she had dined. When our 
dinner was over, and also another, which was serv- 
ed up after ours, the sanctuary was opened again. 
And now Jemima appeared once more at the door 
of her room, and conversed with us seated in an 
arm chair. When strangers are with her, she ne- 
ver comes over the threshold of her bed room ; and 
when by herself, she is constantly engaged in de- 
liberation how to improve the demesne of her friendi 
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The house was, this day, very full. Our compaiiy 
consisted of exactly ten persons ; after us dined an-* 
other company of the same number 5 and as many 
more dined in the kitchen. Our plates, as well as 
the table linen, were perfectly clean and neat 5 our 
repast, although frugal, was yet better in quality 
than any of which we had partaken since we had 
left Philadelpliia j it consisted of good fresh meat, 
with pudding, an excellent sallad, and a beverage 
of peculiar, yet charming flavor, with which we 
were plentifully supplied out of Jemima's apart- 
ment, where it was prepared. The devout guests 
observed, all this while, a profound silence ; they 
either cast down their eyes, or lifted them up to hea* 
ven with a rapturous sigh ; to me they appeared 
not unlike a party of the faithful, in the primitive 
ages, dining in a church.. The All-Friend, had by 
this time exchanged her former dress, for that of a 
fine Indian lady, which however, was cut out in the 
same fashion hs the former. Her hair and eyebrows 
had again been combed. She did not utter a syl- 
lable respecting oi^r dinner ; nor did she offer to 
make any apology for her absence. Constantly 
engaged in piersonaling the part she had assumed, 
she descanted in a sanctimonious, mystic tone, on 
death, and on the happiness of having been an use- 
ful instrument to others in the way of their salva- 
tion. She afterwards gave us a rhapsody of pro- 
phecies^to read, ascribed to one Dr. Love, who was 
beheaded in Cromwell's time ; %vherein she clearly 
discerned, according to her accounts, the French 
Revolution, the decline and downfall of popery^ 
and the impending end of the world. Findings 
however, that this conversation was but ill adapt- 
ed to engage our attention, she cut short her ha- 
rangue at once; 
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t* We had indeed/already seen more ^-^lan enough 
to estimate the character of this bad«ACtress, whose 
pretended sanctity only inspired »^ with contempt 
and disgust, and who is altos^^her incapable of 
imposing upon any person o common understan- 
ding, unless those of thf "^ost simple minds, or 
downright enthusiasts, ^"^er speeches are so strong- 
ly rontradicttd by *'^ ^^"^r of her actions ; her 
whole conduct ; b'^ expense compared to that of 
other familes v^ ?*"" ^ circumference of fifty miles ; 
her way of living? a"d her dress, form such a strl- 
kinff contrp'^ with her harangues on the subject of 
condemn'*^ ^'arthly enioyments ; and the extreme 
assiduity with which shie is continually endeavor- 
infftr Induce children, over whom she has any iii- 
flufxice, to leave their parents, and form a part of 
jvr community ; all those particulars so strongly 
mihtate against the doctrine of peace and univer- 
sal love, which she is incessanlly preaching, that 
we were all actually struck with abhorrence at her 
duplicity and hypocrisy, as soon as the first emo- 
tions of our curiosit}' subsided. Her fraudulent 
conduct, indeed, has been discovered by so many 
persons, and so much has been said against it, tlit 
it is difficult to account for her having had any a- 
herents sft all, even for a short time. And yet she 
will probably retain a sufficient number, to increase 
still further a fortune, which is alreadv ccnsidera- 
ble for the country in which she resides, and fuily 
adequate to ihj only end which sfhe now stems :uiX- 
ious to attain — namely, to live indrpendtnt, in a 
decent, plcutifi'l, aiid even elegant nia^iiier. 'jl iicre 
are so many v. tak n.iiided re^igi'-'^Tf-^ts, Mid Jemima 
is so particularly cOiTiu! to ?ejcct her disciples a- 
mong persons wLo :\»e ^i.her very old or very 
young, that l.cr hvpcs.-Jie, however gross aiid 
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palpable to the disceniiftgj may yet be carried oil 
for some time with success, sufficient to answer her 
ultimate purposv If her credit should sink too 
low, she would fi»4 herself constrained to trans- 
plant her holiness to s^me other region; and in fact^ 
she had last year, harbow,.ed the design of removing 
her family and establishn..^^ti and of settling on 
Carlton Island, in the Lake^^f Ontario, where she 
would enjoy the satisfaction >f living under the 
English government, which, by^^^r account^ hais 
oflered her a grant of land." 




" At a Conch maker's in Canandaigua, I saw a 
Coach finishing for Jemima, the Universal Friend, 
as she calls herself; which one of her avant-cou- 
riers or followers-after, was waiting to transport to 
CrooUcd Lake, the seat of her abominations. On 
each side pannel was a star, and oh the rear of the 
carriage a cross of six or eight inches, surmounted 
by a star, with the letters U. F. on each side of the 
cross. I saw this woman many years since; she 
was then young and handsome, she h neither now; 
She pretended, and yet pretends, to be more than 
mortal. Jemima Wilkinson, she says, was dead 
add buried : and to her follovcrs she whispers, that 
she arose from the dead, the Saviour of the world ! 
It was a liQubtful point, some few months past, 
whether she Would not be indicted for blasphe- 
my ; but the Grand Jury not having sufficient 
proof, dismissed the h\\], "^Finding ihat she made 
lev/ proselytes in the large cities, she retired into 
Ihis pari of the couiitry, and with her own, and the 
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funds of her followers, purchased of the state about 
18Q0 acres of land, to which sht^rave the name of 
Jerusalem. She is ignorant, but artful ; speaks 
sententiously, interlards her discourse, aptly and 
inaptly, with scripture, and is seen onlj^ at slated 
periods by the world, as she terms all exct^t her 
followers. 

" They tell a pleasant story of Jemima : — A liifi^ 
girl, who had reported that one of her followers 
had come into the window in the night, was called 
to account by the saint, who told her that it was aii 
angel she had seen come in at the window ; the 
child answered, she believed it was an angel, but 

his coat has jast such buttons on it as Mr. 

wore. 

'' Her tribe amounts to about seventy old men, 
old women, and young children, and except shedi- 
vides the property, the greatest share of which she 
has contrived to possess herself, will not increase." 



NO. V. 

^* JEMIMA WILKINSON. 

•' This consummate and successful impostor, upon 
her visiting the city of Philadelphia, resided during 
her stay in that city, at the house of my father. — 
The novelty of such a character attracted general 
notice. Our family became incommoded by the 
numerous visitors that were desirous of communi- 
cating with her on the important subject of religion. 
Her popularity as a prcacheress, has never been 
surpassed. The Methodist Episcopal St. George's 
Church, was by the trustees, granted her, in which 
her oratory was displayed, to tiiie wonder and aston- 
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islimont of ihouaaiids wl»o attended ber ministra< 
tions. She was nijv'culiiie by articulation and ap- 
pearance. IlerJ^'t black hair, which she always 
keiU moist, bvi^equent washing, which made it as- 
sume a p^'ssy appearance, with black eyes and 
fair <;otf>pl^'XJ^^»> gave her an interesting appear- 
ance. She possesses a commanding and audible 

" Upon any occasion when she walked out, the 
crowd that attended her person, became so great 
that it was inconvenient for her to be seen in pub- 
lic. Afier this discovery she would not be seen 
walking. When she paid a visit, or attended di- 
vine service, her followers liad her conveyed in a 
rarriuge to her destined place. I remember per- 
fectly well, that tlie street and pavements opposite 
my father's fiouse, were, without intermission, crow- 
ded daily. 

"Our next door neighbour, Mrs. S. W. became 
one of her proselytes, and when Jemima took her 
fleparturo from our city, this infatuated lady forsook 
her husband and ciiildren, and accompanied her, 
wiili a liumber of others, to her new settlement. — 
This lady did not continue a long time absent from 
iiOr family, before she returned, in disgust against 
this impostor. The report which circulated res- 
pecting the circumstance of this lady's re-appear- 
•.:n.:e, was, as near as I can recollect, as follows : — 

" When her and her followers were sealed in the 
chapel, and after a long silence, Jemima arose from 
her sofjt, and with an audible voice proclaimed — 
*' Sarah ! — Sarah! ! — Sarah ! ! ! — I have a mes- 
sage from God unto thee — this niiifht thv soul will 
bo retjaired of thee." Sjie then sal down. Mrs. 
W. has been heard to say, that such a terror seized 
on her mind, and the rest of the auditors, as tongue 
could not describe. This was on account of their 
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having jj»>plicit faith in her as a prophetess. This 
happ^fled in the winter, and a remarkable provi- 
dence was manifested in the preservation of Mrs. 
vf.^s life. The house in which they resided, being 
much crowded, Mrs. W. had for her bed company 
ion, a white domestic, one of the sisterhood. When 
the appointed time arrived for the members of this de- 
voted family to retire, whichwas 9 o'clock, Mrs. W, 
with a palpitating heart, went to her chamber, and 
occupied the front part of the bed. The girl, in con- 
sequence of having had a large washing on that day, 
did not retire that night, until near 12 o'clock. — 
Mrs. W. could not close her eyes in sleep, and a- 
waited the lime of her expected dissolution with nn 
awful suspense — but judge her surprize, when about 
ten o'clock, her room door opened Hearing this, 
she concluded her bed fellow h^ finished her work, 
and wa& coming to take h^ ''est, but to her aston- 
ishment, Jemima ente»^d, dressed in white, with a 
veil over her head. Jtolding a lighted candle in eacb 
hand, and passed close to her bed side, with a ve- 
ry slow paccy looked at Mrs. W. without uttering 
a word, after whwrh she retired.. 

" Mrs. W's mind was racked with ten thousand 
contendina* fears, and she could not close her eyes. 
She coiitiuued in this state until the hour of 11 
o'clock arrived. Jemima re-appeared, after the 
same manner as before represented, pursued the 
same course as before, and retired without uttering 
a word.^ Mrs. W. could not fathom her mysteri- 
ous conduct. At the approach of midnight, her 
apprehensions became insupportable. It so hap- 
pened, by the orders of aa over ruling hand, that 
befoi*e the hour of 12 o'clock, the girl did retire^ 
and in order to accommodate her, Mrs. W. remo-^ 
ved to the back part of the bed, and the girl took. 

t2 
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lier warm place ; and on account of her beii^ much 
fatigued, she soon fell asleep. About the dead^our 
of midnight, the door again opened. All \vr,s 
darkness ; and Mrs. W. could not perceive the ob* 
ject that entered, but she heard it approaching to- 
wards tiie bed, on a sudden the girl began to strug- 
gle for existence. Mrs. W. not knowing the cause, 
gave the alarm, and a person fled with precipita- 
tion from the room. Mrs. W. interrogated the 
girl respecting the cause. Her answer was, that 
some person had her by the throat, and was trying 
to strangle her. Here was at once a developement 
of ibe character of this fiend, this monster of de- 
pravity. 

" From ihis circumstance it appears self-evident, 
ibat Jemima's first visits with the candles, were to 
reconnoitre and asbori^in the exact position of her 
intended victim ; that iwr prediction should be ver- 
ified ; and, by that means, a confirmation of her 
possessing supernatural powers, tvould be establish- 
ed in the minds of her credulous followers. But 
happily, her design was frustrated by Mrs. W. lea- 
ving lier first position ; and her »iurderous inten- 
tion was defeated. Had Mrs. W. nv^intained the 
place she first occupied, her success w^uld have 
been complete. On account of the fatigue tif the 
girl, her sleep would have been so heavy, that sVie 
would be insensihle to the struggles of Mrs. W.— . 
Consequently, the morning light would have pro- 
claimed to her devotees, her knowledge of future 
events, and of her having a direct communication 
with Almighty God. Such was the credulity of 
lier followers, that they viewed her as a second 
Christ. 

" After the public notoriety of tlye diabolical 
means she had resorted to for the further purpose 
of imposition, many anecdotes got in circulation 
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respecting her, which became the topic of general 
conversation, and shall be the subject of another 
communication, as 1 conceive every particular that 
relates to thig extraordinary and wonderful woman, 
must be interesting to the community." 

*'To cap the climax of desperation, this wanton 
of folly, had information extensively circulated, 
that she would, on a particular day, manifest her 
power and divinity, by walking on a certain river. 
Curiosity was upon tiptoe, to witness such a phe* 
nomenon in nature. It is to be presumed, that thou- 
sands, from every quarter, repaired to the appoint- 
ed place. 

'* Jemima appeared, attended by the brothers 
*nd sisterhood of the fraternity, and commenced 
tht exercises by addressing the multitude present, 
upon the important subject of faith, and endeavor- 
ed by airrumentation, to persuade her hearers, that 
if she did i-ot perform her promise, it would be ow- 
ing to their unbelief; and in order to exemplify and 
enforce convictit4i on their minds, she cited the case 
of Peter, and averio^, that he walked on the water, 
until be and his breti^en's faith had departed from 
them ; then Peter began to gink, and in his extrem- 
ity, ' Jesus stretched forth ijjs hand, and said unto 
him, O thou of little faith, therefore didst thou 
doubt.' 

" After the conclusion of this haiangue, Jemima 
approached the margin of the river, a^d lo ! as she 
trod the water, it would not obey tht, sovereign 
command, to uphold her unhallowed and ponder- 
ous weight ! After this experiment, she -rfidig- 
nantly retreated upon the multitude, and repro^d 
them as the cause, and as a verification of her pre- 
diction, declared in the language of our Lord — 
^ This is an evil generation ; the^ seek a sign, aod 
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there shall be no sign given it^ for as Jonas was a 
sign unto the Ninevites, so shall Jemima be to tlijs 
generation. The Queen of the South shall rise up 
in judgment with the men of this generation, and 
condemn them ; for she came from the uttermost 
parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; 
and behold, a greater than Solomon is here. The 
men of Ninevah shall rise up in judgment with ihis- 
generation, and shall condemn it ; for they repent- 
ed at the preaching of Jonas, and behold, a greater 
than Jonas is here.' 

" How the disappointed expectants suflered her 
to retire from this scene of action, I did not learn. 
Notwithstanding her repeated discomfitures, by en- 
deavouring to perform an act calculated to con- 
vince the most credulous of her admirers of her 
Messiahship, still, like the staunch murderer, stea- 
dy to her purpose, she was determined to mak/^^"- 
other effort of imposition. She and her im*<^diate 
followers formed a conspiracy for decer^Jon, and 
pre-concerted a plan that promised su'^*^^^? ^^^ she 
had no doubt of the ultimatum, as t-^^ means to ac- 
complish her project, was withi»' her own borders 
and under her coiHroul. 

« This Anti-Christ and *^er apostles, agreed ta 
circulate a report, that n^^ o^ Jemima's apostles 
was severely indispose^- After this, liis death was 
announced ; the dp/ appointed for his funeral ob- 
sequies ; and tha-' Jemima, having lost her favour- 
ite and belov^ apostle, would only suffer him ta 
»leep four «^ys in death, and after that, raise him 
again. '^^^ account spread far distant, and the 
concovi'se which assembled to witness this solemn 
trap^action, was represented to be imn»ense. Je- 
pima and her family walked in procession to the 
grave. When, they had arrived at the place of in- 
terment, Jemima commenced their ritual ceremo* 
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nies, by a short introductory discourse upon deal!i 
and the resurrection ; and, she assured them, as it 
was in the days of her prototype, so it had continu- 
ed from generation to generation. Cahimny and 
detraction put occular demonstration and truth to 
defiance; and that a prophet was not without hon- 
our, save in his ovvi5 country ; and concluded by 
promising to perform such a miracle in the pres- 
ence of her God and his people, as would convince 
them of her divine mission. She spoke largely of 
the affection she entertained towards the deceased ; 
denominating him a beloved apostle, but assuring 
them that he should rise again from death, in their 
presence. After concluding her sermon, she reci- 
ted, by rote (she was considered a perfect scripto- 
rian) from the first verse of the XI Chapter of St. 
John's Gospel, until she came to the 41st verse. — 
Every spectator was big with expectation, to wit- 
ness the issue, and Jemima no less sanguine as to the 
result, and the establishment of a belief that she 
was more than mortal. 

" But, anfortuiiately for this Jezebel, and artful 
woman, an officer happened to be present, witnes- 
sing this farce, and it appeared by his own declara- 
tion afterwards, that he was convinced from the 
whole tenor of the exhibition, an imposition was 
intended, and would be practised, unless a propo- 
sition was made, which if acted upon, would effec^ 
tually prevent the supposed dead man from rising. 
Accordingly, this wight, having more courage and 
daring than any one present, just as Jemima had 
ended renealiuGC the 40th verse, and was about of- 
ferincc up, with sacriiigeonr? lips, the prayer that our 
blessed Ijord offjred previous to his rommand- 
ing Lazarus to come forth, commandp'.l ;ier to stop 
until he had run his sword through t'i-; cofSn ; and 
after tliat he would guarantee her beloved apostle 
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would never rise agalu. The man in the coffin, 
having heard the conversation and determination 
of the ofiicer, forced off the cover of the coffin and 
walked out, to the no small terror of some, and as- 
tonirhment of all present ! 

" The ci'agrin of this undaunted champion of a 
diabolical system, bears no parallel. Independent 
of that fntal developemeni of her Anti-Christian 
spirit, her hardihood and effrontery upon this, as 
well as all other occasions, has never been surpas- 
sed. How she escaped the vengeance of an indig- 
nant and insulted public, I cannot fathom ; but the 
presumption must be, that her being a female, and 
viewed as a fanatic, was her passport to protec- 
tion.^' 
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"TjEfU last fVill and Testament of the person called 
the Universal Friend, of Jerusalem, in the county 
of Ontario, and State ofJVew-York — who in the 
year one thousand seven hundred and seventy six, 
was called Jemima Wilkinson, and ever since that 
time the Universal Friend, a new name ivhich the 
mouth of the Lord hath named. 

" Considering the uncertainty of tins mortal 
life, and being of sound mind and memory, blessed 
be the Lord of Sabbaoth and Father of Mercies 
therefor — I do make and publish this my last Will 
and Testament — 

" I.^ My Will is, that all my just debts be paid 
by my Executors, hereafter named. 

" II. I give, bequeath and devise unto Ra- 
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t\\e\ JVlalui and Margaret ?vlalin, now of said Jeru- 
salem, all my earthly property, both real and per- 
sonal : that is to say, all my Land lying in said 
Jerusalem and in Benton, or elsewhere in the county 
of Ontario, together with all the buildings thereon^ 
to them, the said Rachel and Margaret, and their 
heirs and assigns forever, to be equally and amica- 
bly shared between them the said Rachel and Mar- 
garet. — And I do also give and bequeath to the 
said Rachel and Margaret Malin, all my wearing 
apparel, all my household furniture, and all my hor- 
ses, cattle, sheep, and swine, of every kind and des- 
cription, and also all my Carriages, Wagons, and 
Carts, of every kind, together with all my farming 
tools and utensils, and all my moveable property^ 
of every nature and description whatever. 

" III. My Will is, that all the present members 
of my family, and each of them, be employed, if 
they please^ and if employed, supported during nat- 
ural life, by the said Rachel and Margaret, and 
when any of them become unable to help themselveSj 
they are according to such inability, kindly to be 
taken care of by the said Racliel and Margaret. — 
And my Will also is, that all poor persons belong- 
ing to the Society of Universal Friends, shall re- 
ceive from the said Rachel and Ma; garet such as- 
sistance, comfort and support during natural life ad 
they need — and in case any, either of my family, or 
elsewhere in the Society, shall turn away, such shall 
^»rfeit the provisions herein mad^ for them. 

*' IV. I hereby ordain and t>ppoii!t the above 
hameet Rachel Malin and Margaret Malii} Execu- 
tors of ti^s my last Will and Testament — in v/iikiess 
whereof, I, the person once called Jen)imii Vy^ilkiu- 
feon, but in an^ ever since the year 1777, known as 
and called the ^Mblic Universal Friend, hereunto 
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set my Name and Seal, ihe iwenty-fifih day of the 
second month, in the year of the Lord eighteen 
hundred and eighteen. 

THE PUBLIC UNIVERSAL FRIEND, [l.s.] 

IN PRESENCE OF 

" BE it rcmemlcredy That in ordier to remove 
all doubts of the due execution of the foregoing 
Will and Testament, being the person who before 
the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
seven was kno^n and called by the name of Jemi- 
hia Wilkinson, btit since that time as the Universal 
Friend, do make, publish and declare the within in- 
strument as my last Will and Testament — as wit-, 
ness my Hand and Seal, this seventeenth day of 
the seventh month, (JHly) in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eighti^en. 

JEMIMA 4- WILKINSON, [l. s.j 

CROSS on MARK, 

OR vmvERSAL friend:' 

WITNESSES, 



3 



« r 




THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 

Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA02138 (617)495-2413 




